
FEBRUARY 13, 2024 



Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2024, 7:00 P.M. 

ZOOM MEETING – FULLY REMOTE 
 

MINUTES 

 

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. This meeting will be held on February 13, 2024 at 7:00 PM on Zoom Video Conference 
Platform 
B. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3 
C. The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown- 
ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
D. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 
475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 
E. Public may comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov 
F. Please Visit the City Council Website here: https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-
Council 
 
 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
Council President Sideris called to order a regular meeting of the City Council at 7:00 p.m. 
remotely on Zoom. Those present via Zoom were Councilors John M. Airasian, Caroline 
Bays, John G. Gannon, Nicole Gardner, Lisa J. Feltner, Emily Izzo, Anthony Palomba, Vice 
President Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., and Council President Mark S. Sideris.  Also present were 
George Proakis City Manager, Mark Reich, City Attorney, and Brendan T. McCarthy, 
Council Clerk. 
 
 
 
2. PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Ryan Bonassar – 12 Swetts Court – Remarked that he recently moved to town and is 
dealing with snow plowing issues on his private way. He asked who owns the land on the 
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street as he doesn’t believe any of the townhouses on the street have that land deeded to 
them. He stated that he wanted to bring this issue up to raise awareness, and also to 
explore what steps there are to take to make the road a public street.  
 
 
 
3. EXAMINATION OFF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

A. Minutes from City Council Meeting January 23, 2024 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the minutes and Councilor Feltner seconded.  
 
The minutes were accepted unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
 
4. PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 

A. Request to Confirm former City Auditor Tom Tracy to assume the role of 
Interim City Auditor during the impending maternity leave of City Auditor 
Megan Langan 

 
President Sideris stated that the City Auditor will be going on maternity leave in the near 
future, and that former City Auditor Tom Tracy has agreed to come in to fill the role in her 
absence. He continued to say that City Attorney Mark Reich recommended that there be a 
vote on it at a City Council Meeting. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve Tom Tracy to temporarily assume the role of City 
Auditor during Megan Langon’s maternity leave and Councilor Gannon seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.   

 
B. Request for Referral to the Committee on Personnel and City Organization 

for discussion of the creation of a Blue Ribbon Committee to discuss City 
Council Salaries   

 
President Sideris remarked that the City Council previously passed an ordinance raising 
the salary of the Councilors for the next (now present) term, and that there was a 
recommendation at that time to form an outside “Blue Ribbon Committee” to help 
research and make recommendations on salary raises in the future. He stated that Policy 
Analyst Doug Newton has been working diligently researching salaries across similar 
communities within the state. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to refer the item of discussing how this Blue Ribbon Committee 
should be formed to the Committee on Personnel and City Organization and Councilor 
Gannon seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
 



5. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
 

A.       Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Eversource for a Grant for 
Location in Arsenal Street - Northerly from UP# 5/46, approximately 50 feet 
west of Louise Street - to install and maintain approximately 4 linear feet of 
conduit in the street. This work is necessary to provide electric service to 
101 Walnut Street. The recommendations and conditions set out by the 
Department of Public Works shall be required upon approval of this 
application 

 
Joanne Callender – Eversource - Presented the petition for the grant of location and 
specifically stated that the purpose of the electrical service was to power five electric 
vehicle charging stations in the parking lot of 101 Walnut Street. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the grant of location petition and Councilor Feltner 
seconded.  
 
Councilor Feltner asked if there will be public access to the EV stations or if it for private 
use. 
 
Assistant City Manager Magoon replied that he believes they will be open to the public. 
He stated that there is no easement, but that is what they stated. 
 
Councilor Feltner asked for the timeline of the project. 
 
Joanne Callender – Eversource – Replied that once the grant of location is approved 
Eversource will schedule the date of installation, and the work itself should only take a few 
hours.  
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 

B. Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Eversource for a Grant of 
Location in Bond Street - Westerly from UP# 5/15, at the intersection of 
Bond Street and Arsenal Street - to install and maintain approximately 11 
linear feet of conduit. This work is necessary to provide service to a new 
traffic control cabinet. The recommendations and conditions set out by the 
Department of Public Works shall be required upon approval of this 
application 

 
 
Joanne Callender – Eversource – Presented the petition for the grant of location and 
noted that this specific work was at the City’s request. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the petition and Councilor Gardner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 

C. Public Hearing and Vote on a Proposed Loan Order for Arsenal Park 
Improvements Phase B that the sum of $10,359,500 is appropriated to pay 



costs of renovating Arsenal Park, including demolition and removal of the 
existing park features, installation of the new playground, splash pad, skate 
park, and tennis/pickleball/basketball courts, and construction, construction 
administration services, and construction contingency costs, including the 
payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to meet this 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with approval of the City Manager, is 
authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44 §7(1), 
or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of 
the City therefor 

 
 
City Manager Proakis presented the loan order. He remarked that he had gone over the 
cost adjustment in previous meetings and reiterated that this project was in the Capital 
Improvement Plan for an original estimate of over $6 million. They have moved around 
certain projects, including another phase of Victory Field, to the following fiscal year in 
order to be able to complete both projects within the City Budget. He voiced frustration 
that the number was so different from what they had originally anticipated, but that they 
believe going forward with the project on the whole is the best option at this point. 
 
Assistant City Manager Magoon provided an overview of the history project mentioning a 
number of previous meetings and design collaborations. He stated that Phase A has 
already been completed, and that the new features of Phase B includes a skate park, new 
parking lot, community gardens, updated courts, updated play parks, a pavilion, and a 
significant connection to the community paths which connect with Alewife and the 
Minutemen trails as well as a connection to the Charles River. He continued to mention 
that they resolved the issue of the spray park, and that Alexander Real Estate has 
contributed $250k to the stormwater improvements in the park.  
 
Recreation Director Centola stated that he fully supported this project as is and is looking 
forward to moving forward with it as early as possible. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the loan order and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
Councilor Palomba remarked that he has often wondered how large projects get managed 
to make sure that they stay within the proposed guidelines, and that he has found that 
often times there is a “Clerk of the Works” that are hired by the City but paid by the 
Contractor. He asked why they are paying for a Project Engineer if there is a position that 
seemingly does similar work.  
 
Assistant City Manager Magoon clarified that when a developer proposes a mitigation 
project that requires construction, they would pay for a Clerk of the Works to supervise. In 
this case, it is a City project wholly, and so the City would be responsible to make sure 
there is someone overseeing the project. In this case, there will not be a developer 
contribution. 
 
Councilor Gannon stated that he was thrilled to be moving forward with this project. He 
then stated that Arsenal Park was first developed in the 80’s when soil testing was most 
likely not up to today’s standards. He asked, with the common knowledge of the industrial 
history of the Arsenal Campus, what was the status of current soil testing and potential 
use limitations.  
 



Assistant City Manager Magoon replied that there was much learned via phase A, and 
that he suspected that some of the reason the cost estimation is so high was due to the 
unknown of what could be found in the ground and subsequent treatment.  
 
Scott Landgren replied that that site has a complicated history, but that it was cleaned up 
by the EPA Super Fund Program and was brought up to what was considered safe levels 
to 3 ft below the ground. He stated there is complicated work with excavation, and that the 
plan is to maintain all soils that are currently on the grounds and then cover them with new 
tested topsoil, which is a similar process to other parks in the area.   
 
Councilor Gannon then asked if the bidding was based on a worst-case scenario with 
regard to the condition of the soil, and if there was a possibility of a refund if the soil 
proves to be in a best case scenario condition.  
 
Scott Landgren replied that he doesn’t believe the bid to be a worst-case scenario, but 
that it’s reflective of the complexity and vastness of the project itself. He remarked that it 
is a unique bidding climate with a current lack of production.  
 
City Manager Proakis noted that the total of the loan order includes a $900k construction 
contingency, and while he doesn’t believe that the amount of the lowest bid ($9 million) 
will get the City anything more than what is included in the plan, if they do not encounter 
any issues, the full or remaining portion of the $900k contingency would be available for 
use. 
 
Councilor Gardner asked if the contingency could go back in coffers and not necessarily in 
the Arsenal Project. 
 
City Manager Proakis replied that, while he would have to refer to the City Auditor and 
City Attorney, he didn’t think he could just spend it on something completely different. 
 
City Attorney Reich replied that there are restrictions with use of bond authorized 
proceeds, but that the City could conceivably move some of it, after the initial project is 
finalized, to another Capital Improvement Project with the vote of the City Council.  
 
Councilor Gardner asked what the rough timeframe looks like. 
 
Assistant City Manager Magoon stated that he believes it would start in the summer and 
wrap up in the fall.  
 
Scott Landgren stated that he believes it could start in the spring, and work through the 
fall, but there might be some finishing touches in the spring of 2025 to fully complete the 
project. 
 
Councilor Feltner asked for clarification on fencing that has been used in Phase A and 
how that will look going into Phase B. 
 
Assistant City Manager Magoon stated that the fencing there would come down, but there 
will be permanent fencing around the community garden. 
 
Council Feltner asked for clarification on the amphitheater and steps. 
 



Nick Watkins replied that they had initially planned for an adventure space, but moved to 
an ecological restoration in and around the amphitheater which will reclaim the existing 
site element. 
 
Recreation Director Centola remarked that every year that the City delays on park 
projects, estimates go up across the board, and because of that, plans can alter. He 
continued to say that he is grateful that the Council is moving forward with this project and 
that he believes it will be a gem for the community for years to come.  
 
The motion to approve the loan order passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  
 
 
6. MOTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 

A. The Committee of the Budget and Fiscal Oversight requests moving the 
date the City Council will adopt its conceptual recommendations on the 
Fiscal Year 2025-2029 Capital Improvement Program from February 27, 
2024 to march 12, 2024 

 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the request and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
 

B. Resolution Approving the Acceptance of Gift of Tangible Personal Property 
of a Memorial Bench for Nazar Ohannesian 

 
City Manager Proakis stated that he is looking for Council support for items B and C. He 
stated that at the January 9th meeting he recommended an update to how nonveteran 
memorial installations are executed stating that it is currently unclear and slow. The result 
of conversations was that there will be a specific committee dedicated to handling those 
matters. He continued to say that he has been holding requests in a que, but that there 
are two longstanding requests which are being presented in these two items. 
 
City Manager Proakis then presented the resolution regarding a memorial bench for Nazar 
Ohannesian and asked for the Council’s support. He stated that Nazar was a survivor of 
the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and endured Nazi occupation from 1940 – 1944. From 
the time Nazar came to Watertown in 1959, he proved to be a loving and generous 
presence in the community. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the resolution and Councilor Gannon seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  
 

C. Resolution Approving the Acceptance of Gift of Tangible Personal Property 
of a Memorial Little Free Library for Eliza Ruth Aidoo 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the resolution. He remarked that Eliza Ruth Aidoo 
tragically passed away at the age of 17 months due to illness. She loved books, and so 



her family purchased and pledged to maintain a Little Free Library to be placed in Filipello 
Park.  
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the resolution and Council Councilor Gardner 
seconded. 
 
President Sideris remarked that this has been a long time coming. He apologized that it 
has taken so long, and voiced his gratitude to the family for their hard work in making the 
memorial and reality. 
 
Councilor Airasian thanked President Sideris and City Manager for recognizing the gap in 
time from the initial request to the confirmation. He then thanked the Monroe family for 
their persistence and patience, and recognized that this process has been painful, but that 
the library will serve as a great memorial for Eliza. 
 
The resolution was approved unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  
 
 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no New Business 
 
8. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 
 
City Manager Proakis remarked on struggling with the world of meteorology while trying to 
keep staff and residents safe. This storm which closed buildings and made the City 
Council Meeting remote shifted greatly from what it was originally predicted to be. Going 
forward, he and President Sideris are looking to wait to a later point in time to decide 
whether they are going to close buildings etc. He stated that they are continuing to work 
on tightening up weather policies. 
 
City Councilor Proakis then stated that next Monday is Presidents Day, and that City 
Buildings would be closed.  
 
 
9. REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
 
There were no Requests for Information.  
 
10. ANNOUNCMENTS 
 
Councilor Gannon announced that the Committee on Rules and Ordinances will be 
convening to discuss the rules of the City Council for this term on February 20th 2024. 
 
 
11.  PUBLIC FORUM 
 





City Council Meeting 

Tuesday, February 13, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

ZOOM MEETING 

List of Documents 

 

1. Grant of Location in Arsenal Street – Eversource – Item 6A 
2. Grant of Location in Bond Street – Eversource – Item 6B 
3. Proposed Loan Order for Arsenal Park Phase B – Item 6C 
4. Acceptance of Gift of Tangible Personal Property – Memorial Bench – Item 7B 
5. Acceptance of Gift of Tangible Personal Property – Little Free Library – Item 7C 

 



ADDENDUM TO THE 
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 

13, 2024 CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING 



 

City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

THIS MEETING IS FULLY REMOTE: USE LINK 
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 

 
Agenda 

 

 
 
  

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  This meeting will be held on February 13, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. THIS MEETING IS 

FULLY REMOTE - THERE IS NO PHYSICAL MEETING PLACE  
 B.  The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch-now?site=3  
 C.  The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344  
 D.  Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 

475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344  
 E.  Public may comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov  
 F.  Please Visit the City Council Website here: https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-

Council  

 
 
1.  ROLL CALL 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3.  PUBLIC FORUM 
4.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 A.  Minutes from City Council Meeting January 23, 2024  
5.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 A.  Request to Confirm former City Auditor Tom Tracy to assume the role of Interim City 

Auditor during the impending maternity leave of City Auditor Megan Lagan  
 B.  Request for Referral to the Committee on Personnel and City Organization for discussion 

of the creation of a Blue Ribbon Committee to discuss City Council Salaries  
6.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 A.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Eversource for a Grant for Location in Arsenal 

Street - Northerly from UP# 5/46, approximately 50 feet west of Louise Street - to install 
and maintain approximately 4 linear feet of conduit in the street. This work is necessary 
to provide electric service to 101 Walnut Street. The recommendations and conditions set 
out by the Department of Public Works shall be required upon approval of this 
application.  

 B.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Eversource for a Grant for Location in Bond 
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Street - Westerly from UP# 5/15, at the intersection of Bond Street and Arsenal Street - 
to install and maintain approximately 11 linear feet of conduit. This work is necessary to 
provide service to a new traffic control cabinet. The recommendations and conditions set 
out by the Department of Public Works shall be required upon approval of this 
application.  

 C.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Proposed Loan Order for Arsenal park Improvements 
Phase B that the sum of $10,359,500.00 is appropriated to pay costs of renovating 
Arsenal Park, including demolition and removal of the existing park features, installation 
of the new playground, splash pad, skate park, and tennis/pickleball/basketball courts, 
and construction, construction administration services, and construction contingency 
costs, including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to meet 
this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to 
borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other 
enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor.  

7.  MOTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 A.  The Committee of the Budget and Fiscal Oversight requests moving the date the City 

Council will adopt its conceptual recommendations on the Fiscal Year 2025-2029 Capital 
Improvement Program from February 27, 2024 to March 12, 2024.  

 B.  Resolution Approving the Acceptance of Gift of Tangible Personal Property of a Memorial 
Bench for Nazar Ohannesian   

 C.  Resolution Approving the Acceptance of Gift of Tangible Personal Property of a Memorial 
Little Free Library for Eliza Ruth Aidoo  

8.  NEW BUSINESS 
9.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
10.  REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION/REVIEW OF LIST OF PENDING MATTERS 
11.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
12.  PUBLIC FORUM 
13.  RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Mark S. Sideris,   
Council President 

Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 

District C Councilor 

John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 

Caroline Bays, 
Councilor At Large 

John G. Gannon, 
Councilor At Large 

Anthony Palomba, 
Councilor At Large 

Nicole Gardner, 
District A Councilor 

Lisa J. Feltner, 
District B Councilor 

Emily Izzo, 
District D Councilor 

 

















Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – EVERSOURCE 
  
Grant of Location: Arsenal Street 
WO # 14647813  
  
January 29, 2024 
  
Dear Abutters:  
  
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, February 
13, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows:  
 
ACCESS INFORMATION:  
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online:  

https://watertownma.zoom.us/j/92991331344  
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or  

(888) 475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 #  
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov   
    
On a petition from Eversource for consideration of a Grant of Location for the following 
installations:  
 
Arsenal Street – Northerly from UP#5/46, approximately 50 west of Louise Street, 
install and maintain approximately 4 linear feet of conduit in the street. 
 
This work is necessary to provide electric service to 101 Walnut Street. Upon completion 
of our review, we are submitting the following recommendations and conditions for 
consideration by the City Council should the Grant of Location be approved for this 
application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
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Standard Conditions 
  
1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 
facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.   
2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the 
plan and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City Engineer 
shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.   
3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly 
marked and protected during construction activities.   
The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.   
4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.   
5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway 
surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 
existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 
standards.   
6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and 
coordinate a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented 
in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone 
Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   
7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected 
with erosion control devices such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.   
8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to 
interfere with intersection sightlines and shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion.   
9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be 
protected. The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree 
that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within 
the drip zone of a public shade tree.   
10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements.   
11. An as-built survey shall be performed upon completion of the work and provided to 
the Department of Public Works.  
  
Please feel free to contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054 for any technical questions 
you may have.  
  
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition.  
  
Sincerely,   
  
  
Watertown City Council 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Mark S. Sideris, 
Council President 

 
Caroline Bays, 

Councilor At Large 
Nicole Gardner, 

District A Councilor 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 

District C Councilor 
John G. Gannon, 
Councilor At Large 

Lisa J. Feltner, 
District B Councilor 

 
 

John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 

 
Anthony Palomba, 
Councilor At Large 

Emily Izzo, 
District D Councilor 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                                              

       
 
TYPE: Grant of Location 

DATE: January 26, 2024 

APPLICANT: Eversource 

WORK ORDER: WO# 14647813 

LOCATION: Arsenal Street 

 

The City of Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Eversource for consideration 

of a Grant of Location for the following installations: 

 

• Arsenal Street – Northerly from UP#5/46, approximately 50 west of Louise Street, install and maintain 

approximately 4 linear feet of conduit in the street. 

 

 This work is necessary to provide electric service to 101 Walnut Street. Upon completion of our review, we are 

submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant of 

Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 

document. 

 

Standard Conditions 

 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all times 

or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in the 

field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 

infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 

utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction activities. 

The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the start of 

construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the 

satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full 

width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 

standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 

Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 

Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices such as 

silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the 

City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines and 

shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. The Contractor shall install 

individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile 

material or equipment within the drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 

11. An as-built survey shall be performed upon completion of the work and provided to the Department of Public Works. 
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View of Arsenal Street facing west. 

 

 
 

View of intersection of Louise Street and Arsenal Street. 

 

 
 

View of UP#5/46 on Arsenal Street at the property line of 101 Walnut Street where conduit is proposed. 



 

 

180 Calvary Street 
Waltham, Ma 02453 

 

 

 

December 13, 2023 

 

 

City Council 

City Hall 

149 Main Street 

Watertown, MA  02472 

 

RE:    Arsenal Street   

 Watertown, MA 

 W.O.# 14647813 

 

Dear Members of the Council: 

 

The enclosed petition and plan are being presented by the NSTAR Electric Company 

d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY for the purpose of obtaining a Grant of Location to 

install approximately 4 feet of conduit in Arsenal Street. 
 

The reason for this work is to provide service to five charging stations at 101 Walnut 

Street. 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5053. 

Your prompt attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Richard M. Schifone 
 

Richard M. Schifone, Supervisor 

Rights and Permits       
     
RMS/HC 

Attachments 

 



 
 

PETITION OF NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY FOR 
LOCATION FOR CONDUITS 

AND MANHOLES 
 

To the  City Council of the City of  WATERTOWN Massachusetts: 
 
Respectfully represents  NSTAR ELECTRIC Company d/b/a Eversource Energy a 
company incorporated for the transmission of electricity for lighting, heating or power, 
that it desires to construct a line for such transmission under the public way or ways 
hereinafter specified. 
 
WHEREFORE, your petitioner prays that, after due notice and hearing as provided by 
law, the council may by Order grant to your petitioner permission to construct, and a 
location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary wires and cables 
therein, said conduits and manholes to be located, substantially as shown on the plan 
made by K. Rice, dated November 29, 2023, and filed herewith, under the following 

public way or ways of said City: 
       
                
                                         NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY 
                                         d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY 

 
 
 
Arsenal Street -  Northerly from pole 5/46, approximately 50 west of 

Louise Street, install approximately 4 feet of conduit. 
       
 
                                                    WO#14647813 
 

 

 BY   Richard M. Schifone 
 Richard M. Schifone, Supervisor  

 Rights & Permits 
 

 
 
Dated this 13 day of December 2023 
 
City of  WATERTOWN Massachusetts 

 
 Received and filed   2023 
 
 _______________________________ 

 



 
ORDER FOR LOCATION FOR CONDUITS AND MANHOLES 

City of  WATERTOWN 
 

  
WHEREAS, NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY has  petitioned for permission to 
construct a line for the tranmission of electricity  for lighting, heating or power under the public way or ways of 
the City thereinafter specified, and notice has been given and a hearing held on said petition as provided by law. 
 
It is ORDERED that NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY be and hereby is granted 
permission to construct and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary wires and 
cables therein under the following public way or ways of said City: 
       
 
Arsenal Street -  Northerly from pole 5/46, approximately 50 west of Louise Street, install 

approximately 4 feet of conduit. 
 
 
      WO#14647813 
           

  All construction work under this Order shall be in accordance with the following conditions: 
1. Conduits and manholes shall be located as shown on the plan made by 

K. Rice, dated November 29, 2023, on the file with said petition. 
2. Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing by-laws and such as may hereafter be adopted 

governing the construction and maintenance of conduits and manholes. 
3. All work shall be done to the satisfaction of the city council or such officer or officers as it may appoint to 

supervise the work. 
 

1   

2  City Council 

3  the City of 

4  WATERTOWN 

5   

CERTIFICATE 
We hereby certify that the foregoing Order was adopted after due notice and a public hearing as prescribed by 
Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.), and any additions thereto or amendments thereof, to 
wit:-after written notice of the time and place of the hearing mailed at least seven days prior to the date of the 
hearing by the council to all owners of real estate abutting upon that part of the way or ways upon, along or 
across which the line is to be constructed under said Order, as determined by the last preceding assessment for 
taxation, and a public hearing held on the __________ day of _______________ 2023 at 

_____________________________________________________ in said City. 
 

1   

2  City Council 

3  the City of 

4  WATERTOWN 

5   

 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATE 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing are true copies of the Order of the City Council of the City of  
WATERTOWN,  Masssachusetts, duly adopted on the ____________ day of _________________, 2023 and recorded 
with the records of location Orders of said Town, Book ________, Page ______ and of the certificate of notice of 
hearing thereon required by Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter.Ed.) and any additions thereto 
or amendments thereof, as the same appear of record.  
  
 
  Attest:       
  Clerk of the City of   WATERTOWN, Massachusetts 
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JOHN M. AIRASIAN 

CAROLINE BAYS 

LISA J. FELTNER 

JOHN G. GANNON 

NICOLE GARDNER 

EMILY IZZO 

ANTHONY PALOMBA 

VINCENT J. PICCIRILLI JR. 

MARKS. SIDERIS, 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

CITY COUNCIL ROLL CALL VOTE 

MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 13, 2024 

YES NO 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

X (VIA ZOOM) 

PRESENT 

Motion to approve a Grant of Location from Eversource in Bond Street to install and 

maintain 11 feet of conduit to provide service to a new traffic control cabinet 







Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – EVERSOURCE 
  
Grant of Location: Bond Street 
WO # 15520744  
  
January 29, 2024 
  
Dear Abutters:  
  
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, February 
13, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows:  
 
ACCESS INFORMATION:  
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online:  

https://watertownma.zoom.us/j/92991331344  
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or  

(888) 475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 #  
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov   
    
On a petition from Eversource for consideration of a Grant of Location for the following 
installations:  
 
Bond Street – Westerly from pole 5/15, at the intersection of Bond Street and 
Arsenal Street, install and maintain approximately 11 linear feet of conduit. 
 
This work is necessary to provide service to a new traffic control cabinet. Upon completion 
of our review, we are submitting the following recommendations and conditions for 
consideration by the City Council should the Grant of Location be approved for this 
application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
 
 

 
 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344


Standard Conditions 
  
1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 
facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.   
2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the 
plan and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City Engineer 
shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.   
3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly 
marked and protected during construction activities.   
The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.   
4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.   
5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway 
surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 
existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 
standards.   
6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and 
coordinate a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented 
in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone 
Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   
7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected 
with erosion control devices such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.   
8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to 
interfere with intersection sightlines and shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion.   
9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be 
protected. The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree 
that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within 
the drip zone of a public shade tree.   
10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements.   
11. An as-built survey shall be performed upon completion of the work and provided to 
the Department of Public Works.  
  
Please feel free to contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054 for any technical questions 
you may have.  
  
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition.  
  
Sincerely,   
  
  
Watertown City Council 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Mark S. Sideris, 
Council President 

 
Caroline Bays, 

Councilor At Large 
Nicole Gardner, 

District A Councilor 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 

District C Councilor 
John G. Gannon, 
Councilor At Large 

Lisa J. Feltner, 
District B Councilor 

 
 

John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 

 
Anthony Palomba, 
Councilor At Large 

Emily Izzo, 
District D Councilor 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                                              

       
 
TYPE: Grant of Location 

DATE: January 26, 2024 

APPLICANT: Eversource 

WORK ORDER: WO# 15520744 

LOCATION: Bond Street 

 

The City of Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Eversource for consideration 

of a Grant of Location for the following installations: 

 

• Bond Street – Westerly from pole 5/15, at the intersection of Bond Street and Arsenal Street, install and 

maintain approximately 11 linear feet of conduit. 

 

The reason for this work is to provide service to a new traffic control cabinet. Upon completion of our review, we are 

submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant of 

Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 

document. 

 

Standard Conditions 

 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all times 

or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in the 

field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 

infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 

utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction activities. 

The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the start of 

construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the 

satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full 

width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 

standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 

Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 

Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices such as 

silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the 

City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines and 

shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 

10. An as-built survey shall be performed upon completion of the work and provided to the Department of Public Works. 
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View of intersection of Bond Street and Arsenal Street facing southwest. 

 

 
 

View of UP#5/15 on Arsenal Street where conduit is proposed to be installed. 
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View of traffic control box (TCB) where service is proposed at the intersection of Bond Street and Arsenal Street. 

 



 

 

180 Calvary Street 
Waltham, Ma 02453 

 

 

 

January 5, 2024 

 

 

City Council 

City Hall 

149 Main Street 

Watertown, MA  02472 

 

RE:    Bond Street   

 Watertown, MA 

 W.O.# 15520744 

 

Dear Members of the Council: 

 

The enclosed petition and plan are being presented by the NSTAR Electric Company 

d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY for the purpose of obtaining a Grant of Location to 

install approximately 11 feet of conduit in Bond Street. 
 

The reason for this work is to provide service to a new traffic control cabinet. 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054. 

Your prompt attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Richard M. Schifone 
 

Richard M. Schifone, Supervisor 

Rights and Permits       
     
RMS/HC 

Attachments 

 



 
 

PETITION OF NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY FOR 
LOCATION FOR CONDUITS 

AND MANHOLES 
 

To the  City Council of the City of  WATERTOWN Massachusetts: 
 
Respectfully represents  NSTAR ELECTRIC Company d/b/a Eversource Energy a 
company incorporated for the transmission of electricity for lighting, heating or power, 
that it desires to construct a line for such transmission under the public way or ways 
hereinafter specified. 
 
WHEREFORE, your petitioner prays that, after due notice and hearing as provided by 
law, the council may by Order grant to your petitioner permission to construct, and a 
location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary wires and cables 
therein, said conduits and manholes to be located, substantially as shown on the plan 
made by K. Rice, dated December 14, 2023, and filed herewith, under the following 

public way or ways of said City: 
       
                
                                         NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY 
                                         d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY 

 
 
 
Bond Street -  Westerly from pole 5/15, at the intersection of Bond 

Street and Arsenal Street, install approximately 11 feet 
of conduit. 

 
       

 
                                                    WO#15520744 
 

 

 BY   Richard M. Schifone 
 Richard M. Schifone, Supervisor  
 Rights & Permits 
 

 
 
Dated this 5 day of January 2024 

 
City of  WATERTOWN Massachusetts 
 
 Received and filed   2024 
 
 _______________________________ 

 



 
ORDER FOR LOCATION FOR CONDUITS AND MANHOLES 

City of  WATERTOWN 
 

  
WHEREAS, NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY has  petitioned for permission to 
construct a line for the tranmission of electricity  for lighting, heating or power under the public way or ways of 
the City thereinafter specified, and notice has been given and a hearing held on said petition as provided by law. 
 
It is ORDERED that NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY be and hereby is granted 
permission to construct and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the necessary wires and 
cables therein under the following public way or ways of said City: 
       
 
Bond Street -  Westerly from pole 5/15, at the intersection of Bond Street and Arsenal Street, 

install approximately 11 feet of conduit. 
 
 
      WO#15520744 
           

  All construction work under this Order shall be in accordance with the following conditions: 
1. Conduits and manholes shall be located as shown on the plan made by 

K. Rice, dated December 14, 2023, on the file with said petition. 
2. Said company shall comply with the requirements of existing by-laws and such as may hereafter be adopted 

governing the construction and maintenance of conduits and manholes. 
3. All work shall be done to the satisfaction of the city council or such officer or officers as it may appoint to 

supervise the work. 
 

1   

2  City Council 

3  the City of 

4  WATERTOWN 

5   

CERTIFICATE 
We hereby certify that the foregoing Order was adopted after due notice and a public hearing as prescribed by 
Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.), and any additions thereto or amendments thereof, to 
wit:-after written notice of the time and place of the hearing mailed at least seven days prior to the date of the 
hearing by the council to all owners of real estate abutting upon that part of the way or ways upon, along or 
across which the line is to be constructed under said Order, as determined by the last preceding assessment for 
taxation, and a public hearing held on the __________ day of _______________ 2024 at 

_____________________________________________________ in said City. 
 

1   

2  City Council 

3  the City of 

4  WATERTOWN 

5   

 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATE 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing are true copies of the Order of the City Council of the City of  
WATERTOWN,  Masssachusetts, duly adopted on the ____________ day of _________________, 2024 and recorded 
with the records of location Orders of said Town, Book ________, Page ______ and of the certificate of notice of 
hearing thereon required by Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter.Ed.) and any additions thereto 
or amendments thereof, as the same appear of record.  
  
 
  Attest:       
  Clerk of the City of   WATERTOWN, Massachusetts 
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Order Number 728232 Order Price $657.86

Sales Rep. Jackson Kocak PO No.

Account 3028420 Payment Type

Publication Boston Globe Number of dates 1

First Run Date 01/27/2024 Last Run Date 01/27/2024

Payment Type

Thank you for placing your Legal Notice in The Boston Globe.

Your order information and a preview of your notice are displayed below for your review.  If there are any changes 
or questions, please contact the Classified Department at 617-929-1314 or email legals@globe.com.

Any and all proposed edits, revisions, and/or other changes to the notice must be communicated to us in writing 
prior to the deadline specified in the Advertising Specs + Deadlines page located at 
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/specs-deadlines.

Thank you,
Boston Globe Classified Sales

617-929-1314                                  
Monday – Friday  9:30 am - 4:30 pm
legals@globe.com                 

Order Confirmation

AD PREVIEW:

Marilyn Pronvost
Watertown City Council
149 Main Street
Watertown, MA 02472

The Boston Globe | Classified Advertising Proof | Printed on:Jan 26 2024
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