
 

CITY OF WATERTOWN 

Conservation Commission     
Leo G. Martin, Chair 
Maria P. Rose, Vice Chair 
Charles Bering, Member 
Jamie O'Connell, Member 
Darya Mattes, Member 
Rachel Danford, Member 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, the meeting and public hearing will be conducted with remote 
opportunities for participation. Remote participation and access methods include: 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2023 AT 7:00 PM  

 
AGENDA 

 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1 
 B.  The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/99597080710 
 C.  Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-4499 

(Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 995-970-80710 
 D.  Public may comment through email: sjenness@watertown-ma.gov 

 
 
1.  Informational Meeting 
 A.  Friends of Bees- presentation on Bee City. 
2.  Informational Meeting 
 A.  Whitney Hill proposed trail work discussion. 
3.  Public Hearing-  
 A.  (Continued to the July 12, 2023 meeting)- Lot located off 0 Arlington St- Notice of Intent 

submitted for the construction of a 41,289 square feet (sf) of pervious parking area to grade 
and pave the north side of Sawins Pond, extending from the existing paved parking lot, 
located off 0 Arlington Street, between 71 Arlington Street and 15 Arlington Street taking 
place within the 100 foot Buffer Zone of Vegetated wetlands and Inland Bank and locally 
regulated 150 foot Buffer Zone. Polina Safran, Respresentative from SWCA, Max 
Hatziliades, Owner 
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4.  Public Hearing-  
 A.  Request for Certificate of Compliance for  Mass DEP- 321-0161- Notice of Intent permit on 

behalf of Mount Auburn Cemetery for the repair and improvement of stormwater discharges 
on the northwestern shore of Willow Pond within the cemetery grounds.  Scott Fisher, 
SWCA, Representative  

5.  Public Hearing-  
 A.  650 Pleasant St- (Mass DEP 321- 0171)-Request for Certificate of Compliance. 
6.  Commission Discussion and Vote 
 A.  Nominations and vote for new chair and vice chair. 
7.  Commission Discussion 
 A.  Review and Vote of Finalized Language for electronic signatures for Watertown 

Conservation Commission.  
8.  Acceptance of Minutes 
 A.  Review and acceptance of Minutes from the April 12, 2023 Conservation Commission 

meeting. 
Review and acceptance of Minutes from the May 3, 2023 Conservation Commission 
meeting.  

9.  Agent Report 
 A.  

1. CPC report. 
2. 23 Elm St., (DEP# 321-0172). 
3. DCR Blue Heron Trail and Cannalonga Park (DEP# 321-0185). 
4. DCR Vegetation management (DEP# 321-0179 AND 321- 0183). 
5. 350 Pleasant Street (DEP #321-0163). 
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Bee City USA

An Initiative of The Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation

Photo: Sara Morris
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The Xerces Society

Photo: Endangered Fender’s blue butterfly (Icaricia icarioides fenderi) by Dana Ross

Protecting the life that 
sustains us

Since 1971, the Xerces Society has 
worked to protect wildlife through 
the conservation of invertebrates 

and their habitat.

Page 4 of 101



© The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Bee City USA

Bringing communities together to sustain pollinators, in 
particular the more than 3,600 species of native bees in this 

country, by increasing the abundance of native plants, 
providing nest sites, and reducing the use of pesticides.
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Bee Diversity

USGS Native Bee Inventory and Monitoring Lab Page 7 of 101
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Honey Bees
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Beekeeping ≠ Bee Conservation 
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Bee Diversity

Number of species 

3,600 600–800? 80–100? 20–30

USA & 
Canada Oregon Portland

In a single 
garden

Page 14 of 101



© The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Other Pollinators

Butterflies Moths Beetles Flies

Photos: Dennis Burnette, Stephanie McKnight, Whitney Cranshaw, Scott Horvath 
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Why Care About Pollinators?

Photo: Rich Hatfield Page 16 of 101



© The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Plant Reproduction

Photo: Sarah Foltz Jordan Page 17 of 101



© The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Food Production
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Ecological Role

Pollinators are at the center of complex food webs.

They enable the 
fruits and seeds that 
make up a major part 
of the diet of many 
animals. And sometimes 

they are the food 
themselves.

Photos: Wildreturn, Flickr; Colleen Prieto, Flickr; U.S. Forest Service; kansasphoto, Flickr.
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Enrich our Lives, Define our Seasons

Photo: Molly Martin
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The Science is Clear: Pollinators are in Peril
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Pollinator Declines

Globally: Up to 
40% of pollinator 
species may be at 
risk of extinction in 
the coming years.

North America: 
More than a 
quarter of bumble 
bees species are in 
decline

Photo: Rusty-patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis), Rich Hatfield

Source: Assessment report of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services on pollinators, pollination, and food production. Page 22 of 101
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Other Insects in Trouble
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Habitat loss and 
degradation
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Pesticide useHabitat loss and 
degradation
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Diseases and 
pathogens

Pesticide useHabitat loss and 
degradation
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Drivers of Pollinator Declines

Pesticide use Diseases and 
pathogens

Climate change

Photos (L to R): Matthew Shepherd (2), Emily May, Pixabay

Habitat loss and 
degradation
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Good News: There are Solutions

Photo: Matthew Shepherd Page 28 of 101
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting 
substrates

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham Page 30 of 101
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting 
substrates

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham

Find alternatives 
to harmful 
pesticides
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Pollinator Conservation Principles

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting 
substrates

Find alternatives 
to harmful 
pesticides

Educate and 
spread 

awareness

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham Page 32 of 101
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Current Cities & Campuses

City
Campus
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Bee City USA Commitments
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Bee City USA Commitments

Establish a Bee City USA committee to advocate for pollinators.
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Bee City Committee

City Staff
Parks & Rec 

Staff
Engaged 
citizens

Local 
Experts
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Bee City USA Commitments

Create and enhance pollinator habitat on public and private land.
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Plan
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Recommended Native Plant List
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Bee City USA Commitments

Make city or county policies and plans pollinator-conscious.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Host pollinator awareness events.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Publicly acknowledge Bee City USA affiliation with signs and an online presence.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Annually apply for renewal and report on last year’s activities.
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Bee City USA Commitments

Pay initial application and annual renewal fees.

Fee Based on Population:

• <9,999 ($100)

• 10,000 - 24,999 ($200)

• 25,000 - 49,999 ($300)

• 50,000 - 99,999 ($400)

• >100,000 ($500)​
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Benefits of Affiliation

• Ensure survival of vital animal species 
including bees and other pollinators.

• Build community locally and nationally.

• Improve local food production and raise 
community awareness of how our food 
grows.

• Support small local businesses.

• Address pest problems with fewer 
pesticides using integrated pest 
management.

• Heighten awareness of biological diversity.
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Apply

www.beecityusa.org/application-city

Application Process

• Form Committee

• Complete online application

• City council adopts resolution (following template), receive approval of 

highest elected official 

• Pay application fee (scaled to population)
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Learn More

www.beecityusa.org

Photo: Sara Morris Page 47 of 101
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Thank You

Questions?

Photo: Jennifer Hopwood Page 48 of 101



 
May 9, 2023 
 

Katie Swan 
City of Watertown Conservation Commission 
Watertown Town Hall 
149 Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Watertown, MA 02472-4410 

Re: Certificate of Compliance Request DEP File 321-0161 
 

Dear Ms. Swan: 

Thank you for contacting SWCA Environmental Consultants, Inc. (SWCA) regarding the filing of the Certificate 
of Compliance associated with the Order of Conditions issued by the Watertown Conservation Commission and 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), DEP File No. 321-0161 issued to the 
Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemetery on August 12, 2015. SWCA, formerly New England Environmental, Inc. 
(NEE) filed the associated Notice of Intent permit on behalf of Mount Auburn Cemetery for the repair and 
improvement of stormwater discharges on the northwestern shore of Willow Pond within the cemetery grounds 
in Watertown. This submission and accompanying documents (Attachment A - WPA Form 8A and Attachment B 
– Photo Pages) serve as the formal filing of the Certificate of Compliance request. The work has been 
satisfactorily completed per Special Conditions Section 14b.  

New England Environmental, Inc. was acquired by SWCA in April 2016. The consultants who led this project 
and permit filing both left SWCA by 2018. Unfortunately, the filing of this request for Certificate of Compliance 
was overlooked during these events and this filing has not occurred until this time. SWCA did complete the 
construction of the improvement including the implementation of restoration plantings and has evaluated the 
improvement on a semi-annual basis since it was constructed in 2016. 

SWCA has conducted annual maintenance of the stormwater improvement area semi-annually from the time 
that the improvement was constructed. We have worked with Mount Auburn Cemetery to ensure that the 
Operation and Maintenance of this improvement is completed to allow the device to function to its complete 
capacity. Per Condition 19c, Mount Auburn Cemetery acknowledges that they have legal responsibility for the 
implementation of the Operation and Maintenance Plan associated with the implemented stormwater 
improvements, in perpetuity. 

SWCA and Mount Auburn Cemetery are requesting a site meeting with the Conservation Agent per Special 
Condition 14c of the Order of Conditions. During the meeting SWCA will respond to any questions regarding the 
construction activities associated with the improvement, site stability, or the ongoing operation and maintenance 
activities. Please feel free to contact me at sfisher@swca.com or at 413-658-2056 to arrange the site meeting. 
This submittal serves as a formal request to the Conservation Commission that a Certificate of Compliance be 
issued for this project to Mount Auburn Cemetery. 
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Page 2 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott Fisher 
Senior Office Director 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 
DEP File Number: 

 
321-0161 
Provided by DEP 

 A. Project Information 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab 
key to move 
your cursor - 
do not use the 
return key. 

 

1. This request is being made by: 

 Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemetery 
Name  

 580 Mount Auburn Street 
Mailing Address 

 Cambridge 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02138 
Zip Code 

       
Phone Number 

2. This request is in reference to work regulated by a final Order of Conditions issued to: 

 Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemetery 
Applicant  

 08-12-2015 
Dated 

321-0161 
DEP File Number 

Upon completion 
of the work 
authorized in  
an Order of 
Conditions, the 
property owner 
must request a 
Certificate of 
Compliance  
from the issuing 
authority stating 
that the work or 
portion of the 
work has been 
satisfactorily 
completed. 
 
  

3.  The project site is located at: 

 Mount Auburn Cemetery near Grove Street 
Street Address 

Watertown 
City/Town  

16 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

21 
Parcel/Lot Number 

4. The final Order of Conditions was recorded at the Registry of Deeds for: 

       
Property Owner (if different)  

 Southern Middlesex 
County 

 

66020 
Book 

  

328 
Page  

        
Certificate (if registered land) 

5. This request is for certification that (check one): 

 the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions has been satisfactorily completed. 

 the following portions of the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions have 
been satisfactorily completed (use additional paper if necessary). 

       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 the above-referenced Order of Conditions has lapsed and is therefore no longer valid, and the 
work regulated by it was never started. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 
DEP File Number: 

 
321-0161 
Provided by DEP 

 A. Project Information (cont.) 
 6. Did the Order of Conditions for this project, or the portion of the project subject to this request, contain 

an approval of any plans stamped by a registered professional engineer, architect, landscape 
architect, or land surveyor?  

   Yes  If yes, attach a written statement by such a professional certifying substantial 
compliance with the plans and describing what deviation, if any, exists from the plans 
approved in the Order.   

   No  

   

 B. Submittal Requirements 
 Requests for Certificates of Compliance should be directed to the issuing authority that issued the final 

Order of Conditions (OOC). If the project received an OOC from the Conservation Commission, submit 
this request to that Commission. If the project was issued a Superseding Order of Conditions or was the 
subject of an Adjudicatory Hearing Final Decision, submit this request to the appropriate DEP Regional 
Office (see http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-office-
for-your-city-or-town.html). 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

Project Photographs 
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Page 54 of 101



 

Attachment B 

 

 

 
Figure B-1. Pre-construction (April 2015) conditions of the project 
location. 

                Figure B-2. Installation of floating silt fence (September                                                                                              
2015). 

 

 

 
Figure B-3. Construction of the stormwater improvement (October 
2015). 

                    Figure B-4. Stormwater improvement following stone 
placement (October 2015). 
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Attachment B 

 

 

 
Figure B-5. Installation of plantings (October 2015).  Figure B-6. Preparation of sod bed prior to installation 

(October 2015). 

 

 

 
Figure B-7. Final planting and sod placement. (Oct. 2015)  Figure B-8. Stormwater flow entering the improvement 

(October 2015). 
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Attachment B 

 

 

 
Figure B-9. Stormwater improvement area 2016.  Figure B-10. Accumulated sediment in improvement prior to 

maintenance 2016. 

 

 

 
Figure B-11. Sediment accumulation in improvement fall 2016.  Figure B-12. Improvement as seen during maintenance visit 

March 2021. 
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Attachment B 

 

 

 
Figure B-13. Sediment removal in stormwater improvement area 
(March 2021). 

 Figure B-14. March 2022 stormwater maintenance. 

 

 

 
Figure B-154. Sediment removal in stormwater improvement 
area (November 2022). 

 Figure B-165. March 2023 current status of 
improvement. 
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Engineers Scientists Planners Designers 
101 Walnut Street, PO Box 9151, Watertown, Massachusetts 02471 
P  617.924.1770 F  617.924.2286 www.vhb.com 

 

May 23, 2023 
 
Ref: 14649.00 
 
Watertown Conservation Commission 
149 Main Street 
3rd Floor 
Watertown, MA 02472 
 
Re: Request for Certificate of Compliance – Supplemental Materials  
 650 Pleasant Street – DEP File #321-0171 
 

Dear Commissioners: 

On behalf of Six Fifty Pleasant Street LLC, Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) respectfully submits the attached 
supplemental materials as requested by the Commission and the Conservation Agent in order to issue a Certificate 
of Compliance (COC) for the ArrantaBio Manufacturing Facility at 650 Pleasant Street. A site walk was conducted 
with the Agent on May 11, 2023.  

Accompanying this letter, please find the following documentation: 

• Letter of Responsibility from ArrantaBio for continued implementation of the facility’s O&M plan; 

• The most recent records demonstrating ongoing BMP maintenance for the Stormceptor, catch basin, and 
Filterra system; 

• Photographic documentation showing the on-site spill threat mitigation equipment; 

• Photographic documentation showing the mowed side hill from January 9, 2023 and May 9, 2023; 

• Photographic documentation, dated May 22, 2023, of the Filterra system with new gravel and loam and 
seed, as requested at the May 11th site walk; 

• Photographic documentation, dated May 22, 2023, of the plantings within Riverfront Area and newly placed 
gravel to prevent erosion from foot traffic, as requested at the May 11th site walk; 

• Earth Day photos of the trash removal performed within the Riverfront Area on the property; and 

• DCR Monitoring Report, dated October 14, 2022, evaluating the Conservation Restriction on the property. 

 

In addition to the above, the site remains in compliance with Condition 27 of the OOC, which requires a 75% 
establishment rate for the approved shrubs within the Riverfront Area after two years. The plantings within 
Riverfront Area were evaluated on May 11, 2023 by VHB. Three shrubs needing replacement will be planted by 
ArrantaBio this season as part of continued monitoring and replacement as necessary.   

In compliance with Condition 38 of the OOC, ArrantaBio will continue to supply annual reports to the Commission 
confirming routine maintenance. Arrantabio has a computerized maintenance system in place which will require the 
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Request for Certificate of Compliance - 650 Pleasant Street 
Ref: 14649.00 
May 23, 2023 
Page 2  
 
 
stormwater systems to be inspected and cleaned on an annual basis. Although there are no direct discharge pipes 
from the site to nearby wetlands or the Charles River, the owner of the property will ensure routine maintenance of 
the BMPs, which will prevent negative impacts to water quality in the Charles River or sedimentation into wetlands 
from surface runoff leaving the site, to maintain compliance with Conditions 39 and 40 of the OOC. 

Please review these records for your June 7, 2023 meeting of the Conservation Commission. Should you have any 
question concerning this submittal or require additional information, please contact me at (617) 607-6112. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Laura Laich 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

 
Attachments 
 
Cc:  Six Fifty Pleasant Street LLC 
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