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TO:  Library Trustees 
FROM:  Caitlin Browne, Library Director 
DATE:  February 3, 2023 
RE:  Director’s Report  
 
City/Community Meetings and Collaboration  
The Public Arts and Culture Silent Art Auction on Saturday, January 28 was a success! Around fifty people attended and 
they raised $1200. Attendees and PACC were all complimentary to the library for allowing the event to take place in the 
library after hours.  
 
I attended the first session of two DEI trainings for City Department Heads and City Council on January 17, 2023. The 
second will be held on Monday, February 27.  
 
Starting February 28, 2023 an 11 week English course for parents will be offered through Project Literacy. This class is 
taught and developed by PL teacher Erin Ward and will focus on teaching English with a focus on community and school 
resources available to parents. Childcare and classroom space is provided by Watertown Public Schools. 
Project Literacy has also been in collaboration with WGBH to create multigenerational science learning materials for 
Spanish speakers. PL teacher Erin Ward has been advisor to the program and will be conducting a three week teaching 
pilot for caregivers and families at the Waltham Family School.  
 
Bookmobile 
The bookmobile is back in service!  
 

• Marissa and Carey had an amazing stop with the students at Beacon High. Of the 25 or so students, everyone 
either got a card or had a card. Most of the kids took out 2-5 items. The staff were very appreciative and are 
already looking forward to our next visit. 

• New stop added at Jewish Community Day School on 2/7, 2/28, and 3/14.  
• Working on high school, both Lowell school locations, and Alexandria property.  
• The bookmobile page has a calendar! watertownlib.org/bookmobile  

 

Facilities 
The HVAC in the Watertown Savings Bank Room was non-functional for approximately 2.5 weeks. The decision to shut the 
room down was due to no heat and no air circulation. Both units that service the room are now fully functional.  
 
Program Highlights 
Levon Gyulkhasyan's author conversation with Dan Mazur was very popular.  We had about 38 people crammed into the 
Mastrangelo Room, and what was exciting to me was the intersection of various demographics who were in 
attendance.   There were young, hip graphic novel fans, comic book fans who followed Dan here from M.I.C.E., and a large 
contingent of the Armenian community of all ages.   It was an exciting event whose audience beautifully reflected some of 
Watertown's diversity. 
  
While that was going on, we had our first reborn Immigration Clinic taking place in Study Room 3 and Project 
Literacy.   The attorneys from Greater Boston Legal Services were lovely to work with.   6 people signed up for 45 minute 
appointments, and they were quite vocal in expressing their gratitude.   The GBLS lawyers were so excited about this 
collaboration, and said that they have a number of other attorneys who want to help, so if we see increasing demand, 
they're ready to increase their presence to meet it. 

https://www.watertownlib.org/657/8530/Bookmobile


 
Miscellaneous  
All employees and Trustees must complete an Online Ethics Training Program regarding the Conflict of Interest Law every 
two years. There is no need to print the certificate. The course is at: https://massethicstraining.skillburst.com. You must 
provide your name, email and select your municipality. Training must be completed by February 18, 2023. 
 
We’re running a month long photo sweepstakes with prizes for the Watertown Collective Memory Project. In the first 48 
hours there were nearly 40 submissions! Prizes include a Polaroid camera, iphone lenses, and kodak funsaver disposable 
cameras. The sweepstakes end on February 28.  
 
Please see attached letter and agenda from the MBLC regarding the March 15 Legislative Day at the State House. I will be 
attending.  
 

https://massethicstraining.skillburst.com/
















Places to post:  
• Library  

o Circulation and Red Leaf Café bulletin boards, Hatch Makerspace, Bookmobile   
o social media and digital signs  
o Project Literacy (Aimee can email advanced students with any postings)  

• Town departments  
o Housing Authority   
o Senior Center   
o Town Hall  
o Veterans Services Office  

• Local news  
o Craigslist $10-75/ad  
o Resident’s Facebook page: “Watertown, Ma Parents & Residents”   
o School newsletter and the school’s family liaisons  
o Watertownmanews.com  

 $85 a month, weekly rates also available for ads  
 Probably better for large events/campaigns   

• Local organizations/community groups  
o Boys and Girls Club  
o Watertown Family Network/Cunniff School, watertownfamilynetwork@gmail.com  
o Watertown Food Pantry/Belmont-Watertown United Methodist Church  
o Wayside Youth & Family Support Network (email Sophia_Suarez-

Friedman@WaysideYouth.org, Sophia is willing to share on her Social Services Resource 
Specialist Program Facebook page  

o WCATV, info@wcatv.org  
• Houses of worship (optional)  

• Archangels Greek Orthodox Church, 25 Bigelow Ave, (617) 924-8182, email form  
• Armenian Memorial Church, 32 Bigelow Ave, (617) 923-0498, 

office@armenianmemorialchurch.org  
• Belmont-Watertown United Methodist Church  
• Church Of Good Shepherd, 9 Russell Ave, (617) 924-9420, 

rector@goodshepherdwatertown.org  
• First Parish In Watertown Untrn Uni, 35 Church St, (617) 924-6143, 

office@fpwatertown.org  
• Grace Chapel, 525 Main St., (781) 862-6499, info@grace.org  
• Grace Vision United Methodist Church, 80 Mt Auburn St., 910-670-4858, 

info@gracevisionumc.org [Korean]  
• Ministerio Internacional Fuente de Vida Deseable, 372 Main St, (617) 393-0116, FB only  
• Redeemer Fellowship Church, 111 mt Auburn St., (617) 923-1968, 

info@redeemerboston.com  
• Sacred Heart Parish, 617-926-9680, office@watertowncatholic.com  
• St James Armenian Apostolic Church, (617) 923-8860, info@sthagop.com  
• St. John's United Methodist Church, (857) 600-1282, office@bwumc.org  

 

https://wpsearlychildhoodcommunity.weebly.com/
https://www.watertown-ma.gov/301/Food-Pantries?contentId=c029563a-6508-45d7-8ba3-5ab3d9daefdc
https://www.goarchangels.org/contact-us
https://www.armenianmemorialchurch.org/contact
https://www.bwumc.org/
https://goodshepherdwatertown.org/contact-us
https://fpwatertown.org/
https://www.grace.org/watertown/
https://www.gracevisionumc.org/
https://redeemerboston.com/
https://stpatswatertown.org/
https://stjameswatertown.org/
https://www.bwumc.org/



















