
 

CITY OF WATERTOWN 

Historical Commission     
Elisabeth Loukas, Chair 
Susan Steele, Member 
Marilynne K. Roach, Member 
Joseph Panto, Member 
Matthew Walter, Member 
Richard Glenn, Member 
Edward McCourt, Member 
 

The Historical Commission of the City of Watertown will hold a remote public meeting on Thursday, 
March 9, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held remotely with participation and public access as 
provided below. 
 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2023 AT 7:00 PM  

 
AGENDA 

 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1 
 B.  The Public may join the virtual meeting online:https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/95648117955 
 C.  Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-4499 

(Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 956 4811 7955 
 D.  Public may comment through email: sjenness@watertown-ma.gov 

 
 
1.  Acceptance of Minutes 
 A.  Review and Acceptance of the Minutes from the February 9, 2023 Historical Commission 

meeting.  
2.  Public Hearing-  
 A.  (Continued from the February 9, 2023 meeting) To determine if the structures at 50 

Columbia St. (Watertown High School) are preferably preserved and if a demolition delay 
will be imposed. City of Watertown, Owners/James S. Jordan-A.B Architects, LLC Applicant 

3.  Public Hearing-  
 A.  To determine if the house and garage at 34 Pearl St. are preferably preserved and if a 

demolition delay will be imposed.  Kenneth Leitner, Representative, Robert Calnan, 
Applicant, Cal-Kouff, LLC Owner 
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4.  CPC Update 
 A.  Update by Matthew Walter 
5.  Agent Report 
6.  Commission Discussion 
 A.  Historic Preservation Awards  
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Inventory No: WAT.77

Historic Name: Learned, Josiah Jr. House

Common Name:

Address: 34 Pearl St

City/Town: Watertown

Village/Neighborhood: Watertown;

Local No:

Year Constructed: R 1840

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival;

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Architecture;

Area(s): WAT.B

Designation(s):

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Asbestos Shingle; Wood;
Foundation: Brick; Concrete Unspecified;

Demolished No

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan
records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for
Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in
digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and
related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a
considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in
MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images.
Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building,
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer (http://mhc-
macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Thursday, February 9, 2023 at 9:33 AM
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E U I L D I : : - ; 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Stre e t , Boston, MA 02108 

A 7*03 For:?, n o . ! 

A" 

Watertown 
ss 34 Pearl Street 

Residence 

Same 

frship: 0O Private i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e organization 

P u b l i c 

O r i g i n a l owner J- Learned, Jr, 

r r i rRIPTION: 
Date 1830-1850 

Source maps 

Sty l e Greek Revival 

I E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c synthetic shingles 
c.1950 

Outbuildings 1 story 1 bay wood frame 
garage 1927 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (with dates) 
1 story enclosed porch at rear of s. wal l 1930. 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 7,057 s.f. 

Recorded b y A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservation Assoc. S e t t i n g A t front corner of l o t i n r e s i d e n t i a l 

Organization Dept. of Comm. Devel. & Planning area. 

Date September 1.0. 1982 

( 
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O r i g i n a l l y i d e n t i c a l to theihouse next door (#28), this Greek Revival cottage i s the 
better preserved of the two. The one and a half story house stands gable end to the street, 
three bays wide. The side entrance i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s which support a p l a i n entablature 
with crown molding. Also t y p i c a l of the style are the sidelights which flank the front door. 
Original details include the window surrounds, fasciated cornice and corner baords. Despite 
new siding and a one story enclosed side porch the basic i n t e g r i t y of the o r i g i n a l design i s 
preserved. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n the r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the community) 

This and the house of 28 Pearl Street are the smallest of the Greek Revival house b u i l t i n 
this mid-19th-Century working middle class neighborhood. I t i s one of the f i r s t cohesive 
neighborhoods to develop around the town center. 

The house was undoubtedly b u i l t by Josiah Learned, who l i v e d next door, for his son. I t 
remained i n the Learned family up into the 20th century. 
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