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TO:  Library Trustees 
FROM:  Caitlin Browne, Library Director 
DATE:  December 29, 2022 
RE:  Director’s Report  
 
City/Community Meetings and Collaboration  
Stephanie Venizelos from Live Well Watertown requested support to promote their online Watertown Farmers’ Market 
Food Access Survey. A link will go out in our January e-newsletter. She is looking for more responses, especially from 
families. Please take the survey and share with your networks https://www.livewellwatertown.org/farmers-market 
 
Bookmobile 
After a few weeks off the road for maintenance and repairs the bookmobile is back. In January through March we are 
experimenting with rotations at schools, housing complexes, and medical facilities throughout the city. Schedule is below. 
A calendar of all stops will be available on the website. Not all sites we contacted have confirmed, more may be added if 
they do.  

• Middle School, 3:15-4:30pm 1/5, 2/2, 3/2 
• Hosmer, 2:30-4:00pm 1/11, 2/8, 3/8 
• Cunniff, 2:30-4:00pm 1/10, 2/14, 3/14 
• Beacon School, 1-2pm 1/18, 2/15, 3/15 
• Atrius Health, 10:30am-12pm 1/18, 2/15, 3/15 
• Woodland Towers, 10:30am-12pm 1/12, 2/9, 3/9 
• Joyce Munger Apartments, 10:30am-12pm 1/19, 2/16, 3/16  

 
Facilities 
The most recent rainstorm brought some significant leaks, the worst in the rear vestibule. Public Buildings is working to 
get roofers here to fix the leaks.  
 
Program Highlights 
Our virtual program "Democracy Talks: Russia's Invasion, Ukraine's Resistance, and Prospects for Peace" with Tufts 
Professor Oxana Shevel had 131 people attend live! Jaccavrie posted the program's recording to the Library's YouTube, 
and the YouTube video had 309 views within one week of posting. Several attendees thanked the library for hosting such 
an informative program. 

The One Book, One Watertown 2023 selection is Big Girl by Mecca Jamilah Sullivan! The author will join us via Zoom in 
March, and we have a robust lineup of themed programs slated for March. Extra copies of the book will be available at 
the library beginning Jan. 2, 2023.  

Professional Development  
Allie Fry finished the 10-week Library Freedom Project Crash Course on developing programs and trainings for library 
patrons. The Library Freedom Project’s mission is to equip librarians with the knowledge and skills to teach people how to 
navigate privacy in an increasingly surveilled world. Allie says, "I am looking forward to incorporating this knowledge into 
our future technology courses, and I have gained a new network of over 150 librarians in public, academic, school, and 
prison settings with expertise in this subject area." 
 
Jaccavrie McNeely and Emily Miranda attended a 2 week MLN training on Data Visualization.  

https://www.livewellwatertown.org/farmers-market


 
Grants 
We have been awarded $750 from the Watertown Cultural Council for Pride.  
Our grant requirements for the PLA Digital Initiative have been fulfilled!   

• Our targets for the entire workshop were 3 workshops/18 participants.  We have held 6 workshops with 32 
participants. 

• The required report for the mid point of the grant has been submitted. 
• Scheduling for the rest of the grant period is still underway.  
• Watertown Housing Authority is interested in hosting more workshops, especially for their senior population. 
• Since we've fulfilled the terms of the grant, we can now use any of the curricula provided through digitallearn.org 

 
 
 








