
  

Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

  
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 AT 6:00 PM 

RICHARD E. MASTRANGELO COUNCIL CHAMBER 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 149 MAIN STREET 

MINUTES 
 

In accordance with the provisions of Rule 2.6 of the Rules of the City Council, and 
pursuant to the Call of the Council President, the members of the City Council of 
the City of Watertown were notified of a Special Meeting of the City Council to be 
held on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 6:00 p.m., in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council 
Chamber, Administration Building. The public also was invited to participate 
remotely using any of the public access methods listed below: 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. The meeting was televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access 
Television):http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3 
B. The Public could join the virtual meeting online: https://watertownma. 
zoom.us/j/92991331344 
C. The Public could join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 
or (888) 475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 92991331344 
D. Public could comment through email:vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov 
___________________________________ 
1. ROLL CALL 

Council President Sideris called to order a special meeting of the Town Council 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Chamber, Administration Building.  
Those present were Councilors John M. Airasian, Caroline Bays, John G. 
Gannon, Nicole Gardner, Lisa J. Feltner, Emily Izzo, Anthony Palomba, Vice 
President Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., and Council President Mark S. Sideris.  Also 
present were Thomas Tracy, Acting City Manager and Marilyn W. Pronovost, 
Council Clerk. 
 

2. MEETING DISCUSSION - ACTION 
A. Discussion and Vote on a Petition to Rename the Columbus Delta 
 

Mishy Lesser – Stated the people of Watertown live on the land of the 
Pequosette.  She described the culture of the early inhabitants as being   
prosperous, cooperative, and environmentally conscious until they were  
invaded by Europeans.  Columbus was a harsh conquering force that cruelly 
overcame the indigenous people. Italian Americans likewise were 
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traumatized when they arrived in the U.S.  In order to protect themselves, 
Knights of Columbus petitioned to name the delta the Columbus Delta in the 
1920’s.  If Columbus were a more compassionate person, she would not be 
seeking a name change.  This request is not an attack on Italian American 
neighbors, rather it is a way to recognize painful truths that have occurred in 
American history.  This is a request of inclusion.  
 
James DiStefano – Stated he believed in necessary change, but this request 
was not necessary; Columbus is a  hero to many in this country and the world.  
The lies of  Howard Zinn did not make them true; they have been debunked 
by several reputable authors.  As President of the MA Italian American 
Alliance, he feared this petition would divide Watertown and urged the 
Councilors to vote no on the petition. 
 
Russ Arico – 49 Fayette Street – The petition is based on distorted history.  
Many Italian Americans who immigrated were treated as second class 
citizens, but through their hard work ethic, they were able to improve life for 
their children making contributions to the country. The delta was named in 
honor of Columbus as a way of thanking the many people who sacrificed for 
and contributed to this country. He requested the Council not to move forward 
with the petition. 
 
Eileen Ryan – 48 Pearl Street – She supported the renaming of the square.  As 
a descendant of Irish immigrants, she understood the discrimination many 
immigrants faced when coming to this country; however, she did not feel 
Watertown should honor Columbus.  The original settlement of Watertown is 
linked to the genocide of the native communities. 
 
Anthony Diieso – He took umbrage at the petition because it disrespected 
Italian Americans and the Knights of Columbus.  He felt the request 
emphasized misrepresentation.  He asked the Council not the change the name 
because it is not necessary. 
 
Clyde Younger – 188 Acton Street – Watertown has always celebrated its 
diversity; rather than renaming the delta, he suggested the Council consider 
honoring Watertown’s diversity as an example that Watertown speaks and 
does something about diversity. 
 
Jennifer Wolfrum – 23 Clyde Road – Stated she was a neighbor with 
legitimacy which meant she acknowledged she was a settler living on land 
settled by ancestral land owned by the Pequosette band of a MA tribe and that 
it was taken violently by English settlers.  Slavery on this continent began in 
1492 with the genocide of the indigenous people.  She asked the Council to 
reconsider the name of the delta.  This petition is not about discriminating 
against Italian American but about bringing the truth to who Columbus was.  
She would like to see Watertown as a welcoming community. 



 
Marilyn Petitto Devaney – Stated Watertown is on Pequosette land that was 
purchased for more than 13 pounds.  In 1940,  the stone in the delta was a gift 
from the Watertown Council of the Knights of Columbus to the Town Council 
who accepted it.  While she respected the opinions of the petitioners, it is 
based on misinformation.  She felt it disrespected the Knights of Columbus 
who devoted themselves to good deeds for all citizens. 
 
Sharon  Bauer – 62 Pearl Street – Stated that changing stories we tell about 
ourselves is painful.  We should not teach the story of the heroic Columbus  
because it is the right thing to do.  We should find a way to the truth by telling 
the stories of the different nationalities who make Watertown a diverse 
community and not be devoted to only one nationality.  
 
Elan Rhode – 43 Partridge Road – Stated her desire to retain the name of 
Columbus Delta. Changing the name will not achieve any social justice and 
will  not change the actions of past.  As a mixed-race person of indigenous 
descent, she cared very little about Columbus and felt this was an empty 
gesture in the name of social justice that is both  insulting and demeaning. 
 
Daniel Damico – 76 Edgecliff Road – Stated he was the son of an immigrant 
of  Italian descent who faced discrimination; luckily, he did not while growing 
up because he always had Italian American role models.  The community 
should not forget the discrimination, but remembering the past is not enough 
if there is no understanding and empathy for that pain.  There is a need to 
prevent it from happening again in the future; there are others in the 
community facing discrimination.  If Watertown is not doing something to 
help other people, it is not remembering the pain of the Italian Americans 
suffered.  Therefore, he has no issue with renaming the delta. 
 
Rafael Ortiz – South Carolina – He refuted the stories of the terrors of  
Columbus.  The horror of Columbus is based on the stories of Howard Zinn. 
 
“Ace” – 16 Olcott Street – Stated the name can be considered as just 
remembering the history; it does not mean you are honoring the person.  The 
community cannot refuse or forget the history. 
 
Christopher Ives – 42 Oliver Street -  Stated he appreciated that Italian 
Americans faced violent persecution over multiple decades, but since 1940, 
they have celebrated their identity at the delta.  As the spatial heart of the city, 
the delta is where Watertown celebrates its common identity, it is a central 
space to unite, express views, or just to relax, play, or wait for a bus. It seems 
fair that Watertown with its rich diversity should give the delta a new name 
that all can appreciate.  This should be the common space and have a name 
that resonates not with just one group rather but with all, a name that is not 
alienating.  The petition is not about cancelling or negating anyone but 



including and affirming the diversity of the city.  Perhaps it should just be 
named the Delta. 
 
Al Cipponelli – 96 Chapel Street, Newton – Thanked the Council for having 
the courage to do this done in public. He asked the Council to not act as 
Newton did.  He felt it was hurtful to be inclusive by being exclusive and felt 
it was counterproductive.   
 
Sue Ellen Hershman-Tcherepnin – 96 Russell Avenue – Watertown is not 
anti-Italian, and it does recognize that they suffered discrimination; however, 
we need to learn about the origins of places and learn about what happened to 
the native inhabitants, to be more inclusive.  This is an issue that elicits an 
emotional response, but the facts cannot be ignored.  The Delta’s name should 
be one that represents all of Watertown. 
 
Henry Barbaro – 11 Edinborough Street, Newton – Stated in colonial times 
life was more ruthless than it is now, but it was also an amazing time.  The 
level of courage and exploration was amazing.  We should consider the 
heroics of the explorers.  Renaming the delta will  not erase Columbus. 
 
Felicia Sullivan – She supported the renaming of the delta.  Having grown up 
in Austin Texas with the Confederate flag being prominent and having the 
schools named after Confederate generals was disturbing to her as a black 
person.  People considered it Southern pride but now the South is changing 
and is removing the symbols of slavery.  This is a time for reflection and the 
impact this name has on indigenous people in the community.  It is important 
to learn and grow as a community. She hoped the Council would adopt the 
petition. 
 
Joseph Rotella – 157 Common Street – As a second-generation Italian 
American, he knows of the hardships they faced: his grandfather sacrificed 
his life in the coal mines of PA and father served in the military in Vietnam.  
These are the types of Italian Americans that should be honored and 
remembered, not Columbus who is seen as a magnificent person.  It is time 
for truth telling and the celebration of the many groups who came here 
including those who were here before the arrival of the Europeans.  Removing 
the name or monument is not racist.  Keeping Columbus’ name does not 
celebrate his grandfather or acknowledge his stories, rather  it perpetuates the 
narrative that does not reflect the struggle of the Italian American immigrants.  
 
Arun Sannuti – 6 Amherst Road – Stated in 1892 a man came to this country, 
settled in Watertown and in 1917 volunteered in WWI and gave his life for 
the U.S. There is a park dedicated to him, Dominic Philippello, a true Italian 
American hero.  He is the person who should be honored not Columbus who 
never set foot near Watertown.   
 



Fred Sullivan – 93 Mount Auburn Street – The naming of the delta after 
Columbus was meant as a celebration of Italian Americans coming to 
Watertown and surviving hardships. The name of Columbus was used 
because it was a powerful name at the time.  When there is any action, whose  
intent is to demonize a person, it is divisive.  In 2022, a discussion of who we 
are is worth having; the community should celebrate who we are with no 
reflection on any ethnicity.   
 
Carol – Cambridge – Stated she wrote a book on Col and the quest in 
Jerusalem 
 
Marissa Babin – Malden – She opposed the renaming of the delta as it 
discriminates against her as an Italian American, a history lover, and as 
someone who is on the autism spectrum.  She related to the historical figures 
as they provide different views and cultures.  It is important to remember these 
figures with statues and memorials.  By excluding certain figures, it becomes 
a trend of removing unpopular figures and does not demonstrate inclusion of 
the politically diverse. 
 
Sara Keary – 46 Parker Street – As an Italian American, she favors the change 
of the name of the delta and feels her ancestor would agree with her.  She 
urged the Council to consider the voices of Watertown residents. 
 
Aravinda Ananda – 157 Common Street – The country is making a move 
towards using Columbus Day to honor indigenous peoples.  It is the 
responsibility of the community to stop perpetuating the myth of a man who 
was influential in the genocide of the native people, their history, and their 
culture. The country should not continue perpetuating the harmful myth that 
Columbus discovered America because it erases the fact that many people 
lived in this country. The community has a duty to not further erase the history 
of the indigenous. 
 
Elodia Thomas – 67 Marion Street – As an immigrant, she felt all parties 
needed to treat each other with respect and inclusion and wondered if the 
petitioners ever reached out to the Italian clubs.  She felt change should begin 
with discussion and opinions of all parties.  History is filled with invasion,  
conquering, and taking over territory.  Many Italian Americans were not 
aware the Delta was named after Columbus.    The community can do better 
than what it is doing currently. 
 
Clyde Younger – Stated he was concerned that the issues of Native Americans   
need to be discussed as well.   
 
Amleto Martocchia – 92 Franklin Street – Stated he was 11 when he came to 
the United States.  His family served in the US Air Force for twenty years.  
Columbus symbolizes the adventuresome spirit of exploration; something 



that continues today in space and in the oceans.  He did not favor changing 
the name of the Delta but suggested finding another landmark to honor the 
Pequosette people.   
 
Council President Sideris closed the public hearing. Councilor Piccirilli 
moved to refer the petition to the Committee on Public Works to reconsider 
the naming of the Delta in Watertown Square in accordance with Resolution 
2019 – R – 85; Councilor Gardner seconded the motion.  The motion was 
adopted on a vote of 8-2.  All councilors voted in favor of the amendment 
except for Councilor Airasian and Council President Sideris who voted in the 
negative. 
 

B. Discussion and Vote on a Petition to Designate from 98-224 Main St. and 
Other Parcels a Historic District 

 
 Council President Sideris read the petition.  He noted the only thing the 

Council could do under the Massachusetts General Laws at this session was 
to determine if it would like to investigate the establishment of a Historic 
District.  The statute states how districts are determined to be historic: A vote 
would be required to investigate the establishment of a Historic District 
followed by an investigation and a report; the Planning Board would hold a 
public hearing and comment; 14 days’ notice would be needed to be provided 
to certain owners within the district; a final report would be prepared followed 
by a vote of the City Council for which a 2/3’s majority vote would be needed 
to create an ordinance for the Historic District.   

 
 Clyde Younger – Stated he submitted the petition because people see the area 

as a village within the City that should be lined with open space and trees  
consistent with New England’s unique character.  This would help the 
environment.  He asked the Council to use the process to prevent the damage 
a proposed project would make over the area.   

 
 Joseph Salusti – Business Owner on Main Street – He opposed the request 

and felt it was a senseless and inappropriate request.  He stated there was a 
difference between old and historic and these buildings were not historic. 

 
 Linda Scott – 55 Olcott Street – Businesses are marketing Watertown as a 

quaint area with historic homes.   
 
 Joshua Rosmarin – 29 Ashland Street – He opposed the petition because it 

was not about creating an historic district but freezing Watertown in the past.  
It was intended to block new development of new housing needed in 
Watertown and would block opening up Watertown to others.  A city needs a 
robust citizen base to support its small businesses.  The development would 
benefit housing; this petition would short circuit a way to meet housing needs 
and take the city in the wrong direction. 



 
 Elodia Thomas – 67 Marion Street – Stated there is a difference between 

significant and old.  Many are fatigued by development and the Square could 
use upgrade.  Watertown is in the midst of a redo of the Comprehensive Plan.  
She suggested people answer the survey to determine how it should be 
developed.  The Mass Historic District Commission would be providing a 
workshop on Tuesday, June 28, 2022 on how to create such a district which 
is lengthy and complicated.                               

 
 Dan Pritchard – 13 Hosmer Street – He opposed the change because it is   

harmful for the community and has unintended consequences.  The petition 
is designed to stop development.  He supported the new housing to help 
citizens live here and to retain local businesses.  Creating an historic district 
would increase the of cost of living here and hurt people struggling to get into 
the housing market. 

 
 Fred Sullivan – Stated he was small business owner restoring windows for 

historic grounds and has had an exposure to historic districts and felt the intent 
of the district is important as well.  He stated Watertown has a wonderful 
history attached to the Revolution and the Abolitionist Movement.  There is 
a need to build more housing, but it is important not to just to rip down 
buildings. 

 
Sam Ghilardi – 46 Aldrich Road – He opposed the petition.  It is difficult to 
buy a home here with prices going up constantly.  At some point, the City 
must put the people of the community first. The community cannot preserve 
a village if there is no one can live in it. 
 
Linda Scott – Stated the City should not ignore its heritage; history is good 
for the economy and makes it more desirable. Before taking down buildings 
with the supposition that it is not important is often regretted.  She urged the 
Council to err on the side of caution. 
 
Jackie Van Leeuwen – 32 Whites Avenue – She was uncertain about the 
petition but was concerned with the developer’s commitment to affordable 
housing and the effect on small businesses. 
 
Elodia Thomas – 67 Marion Road – She restated that the Mass Historic 
District had workshops and provided materials.  If citizens are interested in 
an issue, they need to become educated about the matter. 
 
Clyde Younger – He understood the need for a Historic District as the current 
City Historic District affected a property he owned.  There is a process for 
creating a Historic District, and the Council should be allowed to complete it.  
 



Mary Connolly Sullivan – 93 Mount Auburn Street – Stated she took pride in 
the historic district; it is important to the city.  The City needs to learn to 
preserve but has failed to put money into preservation.  She is concerned about 
the overbuilding of the city; it  needs to slow down.  The City needs to think 
before it builds.  She asked what the city envisioned for itself and that it needs 
to think of its history and save it a bit. 
 
There being no other speakers; Council President Sideris closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilor Feltner moved to consider making a Historic District for the 
addresses stated in the petition; Councilor Palomba seconded the motion.   
 
In the discussion that followed, these statements were made: 
 
− If the motion is approved, the Historic District would need to conduct a 

study  as to what is of historical and architectural significance of the buildings, 
structures, or sites.  Once that is done and a significance is found, there is a more 
detailed process that follows that could be completed in 1-2.5 years. 

− A concern was raised because not many people spoke in favor of the 
petition nor was a reasoned rationale provided for doing this change.  
There was insufficient information given for what is the purpose of the 
district; what is being historically saved; and why these buildings should 
be preserved. 

− These buildings are not old buildings; there is nothing special, historic, or 
significant about them. 

− When the Comprehensive Plan was established the building on Main 
Street was never envisioned as a historic district.  The building was built 
in 1975 and is not even old enough to be considered for demolition delay  
which requires 50 years of existence.  This petition is not about preserving 
a historic block, but rather the prevention of a business block from being 
sold to a developer. 

− If a study were completed many open questions would be considered  
 
The motion failed with all Councilors voting against on a roll call vote.   
    

C.  Discussion and Vote on Two Proposals from the CPC for Funding 
 
 Mark Kraczkiewicz spoke on behalf of the Community Preservation 

Committee.  The CPC is proposing two projects for a cost of $327,195:     the 
restoration of the 1630 and 1930 City Hall Geographical Paintings in City 
Hall and the restoration of Irving Park.   
The painting will be restored by Louise Orsini, a former fellow of Paintings 
conservation at the Harvard Art Museums’ Straus Center and a former 
conservator at the Museum of Fine Arts, to stabilize the edges of the painting,  
paint over areas where the paint has disappeared, and patch holes.  The brass 
frame will be restored by replacing the missing part with a wooden part 



painted to take on the tone of the brass.  The project will start this summer, 
be completed next summer, and cost $33,000 which will come from the 
Historic Preservation Account. 
 
The second project is the restoration of Irving Park and is currently in 
disrepair.  It will be restored for passive recreation with a crossover aisle in 
the center, benches, and dark sky lighting.  On the Royal Street side, there 
will be a small 30” metal fence with plantings and benches.  On Irving Street 
side, there will be a fence and plants.  The DPW will provide granite curbing 
to surround the park which will be ADA accessible.  The cost of the project 
is estimated at $294,195 and will be taken from the outdoor recreation 
reserve account.    

 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2022 budget 
recommendations of the CPC consisting of two projects: one for the City 
Hall geographic paintings restoration for $33,000 to be funded from the 
Historic Preservation Account and one for the Irving Park project for 
$294,195 to be funded from the Outdoor Recreation Account, both projects 
are subject to the conditions listed by the Community Preservation 
Committee; Councilor Gannon seconded the motion.   

 
The Councilors commended the selected projects and the CPC for their 
action noting they look forward to more improvements.  When asked about 
the arborist, it was noted DPW would have an arborist soon who would 
oversee the care of the trees.  The granite would be new and not reused 
granite.  The funding conditions need to be met as part of the grant; Linae 
Handy, CPC Coordinator, would ensure the conditions were being met. 
 
The motion was adopted unanimously on a roll call vote.  
 
 

3.     RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilor Piccirilli moved to adjourn the meeting; Councilor Feltner 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously on a voice 
vote.  The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 

I hereby certify that at a regular meeting of the Town Council for which a 
quorum was present, the above minutes were adopted by a vote of __ for, __ 
against, __ present on August 9, 2022. 
 
 
____________________________ 
Mark S. Sideris, Council President  
s:/MWP 
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WITH REMOTE ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES 

 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 
 

1. Public Petition to Rename the Columbus Delta in Watertown Square – Item 2A 
Emails Re: Columbus Delta 
− Virginia Gardner, Italian American Alliance, President – June 17, 2022 and June 19, 

2022 
− Ginny Gardner – President, La Feminista – June 18, 2022 
− Joseph Rizza, Janice Rizza, Larry Pace, Liz Pace, Richard Grinley – June 19, 2022 
− George Lapore – June 19, 2022 
− Carol L. Delaney – June 19, 2022 and June 21, 2022 
− Keith Davis – June 19, 2022 
− Dominic Sachetti – June 19, 2022 
− Hal Shurtleff – June 19, 2022 
− Mark D. Giordano – June 20, 2022 
− Phil and Lina  DAlleva – June 20,2022 
− Katrina Ripka – June 20, 2022 
− Thomas Damigella – June 20, 2022 
− Mishy Lesser – Learning Director, Upstander Project, June 20, 2022 
− Luciano Russo – June 20, 2022 
− Winifred Carfagno – June 20, 2022 
− Brian Patacchiola – June 20, 2022 
− Teresa McNutt – June 20, 2022 
− Josephine Ovoian – June 20, 2022 
− James Ridge – June 20, 2022 
− Robert Martins – June 20, 2022 
− Joseph Iodice – June 20, 2022 
− Marissa Babin – June 20, 2022 
− Richard Sauro – June 21, 2022 
− Domenic Amara – June 21, 2022 
− David Russo – June 21, 2022 
− Anne-Marie and Mark Pettiglio – June 21, 2022 
− Irene Santoro – June 21, 2022 
− Ralph Caruso – June 21, 2022 
− Russ Arico – June 21, 2022 
− Diane Modica – June 21, 2022 
 

 



2. Public Petition to Designate an Area on Main Street (98 Main Street – 224 Main Street and 
99 Main Street to Whites Avenue inclusive of Saltonstall Park) as an Historic District – Item 
2B 
Emails Re Historic District 
Thomas Gorman – June 19, 2022 
 

3. Community Preservation Committee Project Funding Recommendations Fiscal Year 2022 – 
Item 2C 
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SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 AT 6:00 PM 

RICHARD E. MASTRANGELO COUNCIL CHAMBER
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 149 MAIN STREET

AGENDA

In accordance with the provisions of Rule 2.6 of the Rules of the City Council, and pursuant to 
the Call of the Council President, the members of the City Council of the City of Watertown are 
hereby notified of a Special Meeting of the City Council to be held on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 
at 6:00 p.m., in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, Administration Building. The 
public may also participate remotely using any of the public access methods listed below:

 
ACCESS INFORMATION:

A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access 
Television):http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3

B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online:  https://watertown-
ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344

C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 
475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 92991331344

D. Public may comment through email:vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov

1. ROLL CALL
2. MEETING DISCUSSION - ACTION

A. Discussion and Vote on a Petition to Rename the Columbus Delta

B. Discussion and Vote on a Petition to Designate from 98-224 Main St. and Other 
Parcels a Historic District

C. Discussion and Vote on Two Proposals from the CPC for Funding

3. RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT

https://imd0mxanj2.execute-api.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/ssr/live/60195e83b9696d00075a2e67
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
mailto:vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov


 
CITY COUNCIL ATTENDANCE 

MEETING DATE:  JUNE 21, 2022 
 

 
 YES 

 
 

NO PRESENT 

    
    
JOHN M. AIRASIAN 
 
 

__X__ ______ _______ 

CAROLINE BAYS 
 
 

__X__ ______ _______ 

LISA J. FELTNER 
 
 

__X__ _______ _______ 

JOHN G. GANNON 
 
 

__X__ ______ _______ 

 NICOLE GARDNER 
 
 

__X__ _______ _______ 

EMILY IZZO           
 
 

__X__ _______ _______ 

ANTHONY PALOMBA 
 
 

__X__ ______ _______ 

VINCENT J. PICCIRILLI, JR. 
 
 

__X__ ______ _______ 

MARK S. SIDERIS,  
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

__X__ ______ _______ 

 
 
 MOTION TO AUTHORIZE CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT SIDERIS TO OFFER THE POSITION OF 

CITY MANAGER TO GEORGE PROAKIS AND TO MAKE THE LENGTH OF THE CONTRACT BE 
FOR A RANGE OF 3-5 YEARS 

 
 
 

































































































































 
CITY COUNCIL ROLL CALL VOTE 
MEETING DATE:  JUNE 21, 2022 

 
 

 YES 
 
 

NO PRESENT 

CAROLINE BAYS       
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

LISA J FELTNER   
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

JOHN G. GANNON  
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

NICOLE GARDNER             
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

EMILY IZZO            
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

ANTHONY PALOMBA            
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

VINCENT J. PICCIRILLI 
 
 

___X____ _______ _______ 

JOHN M. AIRASIAN 
 
 

_______ ___X____ _______ 
 
 

MARK S. SIDERIS,  
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

_______ ___X____ _______ 

 
 MOTION TO REFER THE PETITION TO THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS TO 

RECONSIDER THE NAMING OF THE DELTA IN WATERTOWN SQUARE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH RESOLUTION 2019 – R – 85 



From: Sideris, Mark
To: City Councilors; Magoon, Steve
Subject: Fw: Historic District Process
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 1:29:28 PM

Here is a memo I requested from Mark Reich for our discussion tonight.
Mark

From: Mark R. Reich <MReich@k-plaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 10:44 AM
To: Sideris, Mark <msideris@watertown-ma.gov>
Cc: Matthew V. Sirigu <MSirigu@k-plaw.com>
Subject: Historic District Process
 
Mr. President –
 
In advance of tonight’s special meeting of the City Council, which includes a hearing on a petition to
create a Historic District, we wanted to provide you with the following outline regarding the process for
creating such a District.  The process for creating a Historic District is governed by the provisions of G.L.
c. 40C.  Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 40C, sec. 3, the creation of a Historic District will require
passage by a two-thirds majority vote of the City Council of an ordinance creating the District.  However,
there are a number of steps to be undertaken prior to consideration of an ordinance creating a Historic
District. 
 
The steps required in advance of and including consideration of such an ordinance are as follows:
 

1. Study Authorization:  The City Council votes (simple majority) to investigate the desirability of
establishing a historic district.  G.L. c. 40C, §4.

2. Investigation and Report:  The Historic District Commission (HDC) conducts an investigation and
report “on the historical and architectural significance of the buildings, structures or sites to be
included in the proposed historic district or districts”

By statute, when creating a new district in a municipality where other districts already exist,
the HDC conducts this study.  However, the HDC may recommend a separate study
committee be established.  G.L. c. 40C, §3 (¶2).
If the HDC recommends an alternative study committee, the City Council may create a
historic district study commission of 3-7 members with 3 members to come from
nominations by certain groups (local historical society, board of realtors and AIA). 
Per the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC), the study should take at least 18
months and involves (1) creation and justification of district boundaries, noting what is
inside and outside of those boundaries, and (2) completing a historic inventory form for
each property, which documents the historic significance of all assets in the proposed
district. 
The boundaries should be easily discernible and justifiable; the initial proposal or concept of
the district does not need to remain if investigation reveals different boundaries are more
appropriate.

3. PB/MHC Comments:  The initial report is transmitted to the Planning Board and MHC for review
and comment.

The MHC generally will vote on comments to send back to the municipality.

mailto:msideris@watertown-ma.gov
mailto:citycouncilors@watertown-ma.gov
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4. Public Hearing:  Not less than sixty days after the transmittal of the report to the Planning Board
and MHC, the HDC must hold a public hearing on the report.  If the report is deemed complete, the
MHC will date stamp the cover letter submitted with the report and return it to the HDC.  The HDC
can hold the public hearing 60 days from the date of that date stamp.

14 Day Notice to Owners:  The HDC must provide written notice (“mailed postage
prepaid”) to the registered owners (i.e. those appearing on the most recent real estate tax
list) of all properties to be included in the proposed district at least 14 days prior to the date
of the hearing.
Newspaper/OML:  MHC also recommends publication of notice of the public hearing in a
newspaper of general circulation in the community, and notice should, of course, be
provided consistent with the OML.
As a practical matter, it is recommended that several informational public meetings be held
in advance of the public hearing, so that concerns can be addressed in advance.

5. Final Report:  The HDC then submits a final report with its recommendations, a map of the
proposed district (suitable for recording), and a draft of a proposed ordinance to the City Council

6. City Council Approval:  The City Council must approve the ordinance by a two-thirds majority
vote.  Since the new district would be created by ordinance, it must be passed consistent with
state and local procedures for passage of ordinances, including first reading, newspaper
publication, and final passage (City Charter, §2.8; Council Rule 10).

7. Recording:  Before the ordinance may become effective, a map setting forth its boundaries must
be placed on file with the City Clerk and recorded in the Registry of Deeds.

Though not required by law or to be effective, notice of passage of the ordinance should be
provided to the MHC as well.  MHC explains:  “Local historic districts are automatically
listed on the State Register of Historic Places. However, the additional protection afforded
by State Register listing will not go into effect until the district is actually placed on the
register by the MHC.”

 
If you have any additional questions concerning this process or with respect to potential legal challenges
thereto, please do not hesitate to contact us.
 
Thank you.
 
Mark
 
 
 
Mark R. Reich, Esq.
KP | LAW
101 Arch Street, 12th Floor
Boston, MA  02110
O: (617) 556 0007
F: (617) 654 1735
mreich@k-plaw.com
www.k-plaw.com
 
 
This message and the documents attached to it, if any, are intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain
information that is PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL and/or may contain ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT. If you are not the
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intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please delete all electronic copies of this message and attachments thereto, if any, and
destroy any hard copies you may have created and notify me immediately.
 





 
CITY COUNCIL ROLL CALL VOTE 
MEETING DATE:  JUNE 21, 2022 

 
 

 YES 
 
 

NO PRESENT 

    
    
LISA J. FELTNER 
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

JOHN G. GANNON  
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

NICOLE GARDNER           
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

EMILY IZZO            
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

ANTHONY PALOMBA                
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

VINCENT J. PICCIRILLI 
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

JOHN M. AIRASIAN 
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

CAROLINE BAYS          
 
 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

MARK S. SIDERIS,  
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

_______ ___X___ _______ 

 
 MOTION TO CONSIDER MAKING A HISTORIC DISTRICT FOR THE ADDRESSES STATED IN 

THE PETITION:  98-224 MAIN ST. AND OTHER PARCELS A HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 
  
  
 



CITY COUNCIL ROLL CALL VOTE 
MEETING DATE:  JUNE 25, 2022 

 
 

 YES 
 
 

NO PRESENT 

    
    

NICOLE GARDNER            
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

EMILY IZZO           
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

ANTHONY PALOMBA 
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

VINCENT PICCIRILLI   
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

JOHN M. AIRASIAN 
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

CAROLINE BAYS      
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

LISA J. FELTNER 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 
 
 

JOHN G. GANNON  
 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

MARK S. SIDERIS,  
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

___X___ _______ _______ 

 
 
 MOTION TO APPROPRIATE THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT (CPA) FUNDS FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2023 IN THE AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMUNITY 
PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

   




