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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022 AT 6:15 PM  

RICHARD E. MASTRANGELO COUNCIL CHAMBER 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 149 MAIN STREET 

 
 

AGENDA 
  
  

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access 

Television):http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3 
 B.  The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown- 

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
 C.  Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 

475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID:  929 9133 1344 
 D.  Public may comment through email: 

vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov 

 
 
1.  ROLL CALL 
2.  EXECUTIVE SESSION - 6:15 P.M. 
 To Consider the Purchase, Exchange, Lease, or Value of Real Property as an Open 

Meeting May Have a Detrimental Effect on the Negotiating Position of the Public Body – 
Stanley Avenue – Parcel 807 1B 1A 

3.  RETURN TO SESSION – 7:00 P.M. 
4.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
5.  PUBLIC FORUM 
6.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 A.  Minutes of the City Council Meeting - June 14, 2022 
7.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
8.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 A.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition for a Grant of Location from NSTAR d/b/a 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY for Consideration of a Grant of Location for the Grove 
Street Installation and Maintenance of Approximately 48 Linear Feet of 2-4" PVC 
Conduits from Utility Pole 63/18 to the Property Line of 185 Grove Street.  The 
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Existing Double Pole Is to Be Removed and Replaced with a Single 45-Foot 
Pole.  This Work Is Necessary to Provide Electric Service to 185 Grove Street. Upon 
Completion of the Department of Public Works Review, Said Work Is Subject to the 
Recommendations and Conditions by the City Council Should the Grant of Location 
Be Approved for This Application. 

 B.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from NSTAR d/b/a EVERSOURCE 
ENERGY for Consideration of a Grant of Location in Pleasant Street for the 
Installation and Maintenance of Approximately 5 Linear Feet of Two (2) - 4-Inch 
Conduits.  This Work Is Necessary to Provide Electric Service to 385 Pleasant 
Street.  Upon Completion of the Department of Public Works Review, Said Work Is 
Subject to the Recommendations and Conditions by the City Council Should the 
Grant of Location Be Approved for This Application. 

 C.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from National Grid for Consideration of a 
Grant of Location in Irving Street and a Private Way to Complete in Irving Street 
Relay and Maintenance of Approximately 480 Linear Feet of 4-Inch Plastic Gas 
Main from Riverside to the End of Main and Tie into the Existing 4-Inch Plastic Gas 
Main in Fifield Street and to Complete in the Private Way Relay of 490 Linear Feet 
of 2-Inch Plastic Gas Main Serving 114-146 Charles River Road from Irving Street 
to the End of Main.  Upon Completion of the Department of Public Works Review, 
Said Work Is Subject to the Recommendations and Conditions by the City Council 
Should the Grant of Location Be Approved for This Application.  

 D.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Zayo Group for Consideration of a Grant 
of Location in School Street to Provide Underground Installation and Maintenance 
of Approximately 22 Linear Feet of 1 - 4-Inch Schedule 40 PVC Communications 
Conduit and 1 - 2-Inch Schedule 40 PVC Communications Conduit in One (1) 
Trench from Metromedia Communications Manhole MH#WAT A4 to Utility Pole 
#194/11 Via Two (2) New Risers and to Provide Installation of Aerial Fiber Optic 
Line on the Existing Utility Pole Line Starting at Pole #E194/12 on Cypress Street to 
Pole #127/9 on School Street and Continuing Down School Street to Pole #5/34 on 
Arsenal Street and Extending Easterly to Proposed Riser Pole #5/17 on Arsenal 
Street.  The Aerial Service Will Utilize an Existing Underground Conduit from Riser 
Pole #5/17 Under and Across Arsenal Street to the Private Underground System on 
Forge Road to Provide Service to 100 and 500 Forge Road.  This Work Is Necessary 
to Provide Communications Service to 100 and 500 Forge Road.  Upon Completion 
of the Department of Public Works Review, Said Work Is Subject to the 
Recommendations and Conditions by the City Council Should the Grant of Location 
Be Approved for This Application   

 E.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Proposed Ordinance Amending the City Manager's 
Compensation 

 F.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Proposed Order Establishing Water and Sewer Rates 
and Charges for Fiscal Year 2023 

9.  MOTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDER, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 A.  First Reading on a Proposed Order Authorizing That the sum of $750,000 Is 

Appropriated to Pay Costs of Designing, Engineering and Constructing Sewer 
System Improvements, Including All Costs Incidental and Related Thereto; That to 
Meet This Appropriation, the Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is 
Authorized to Borrow Said Amount Under and Pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1) or 
§8(14), or Pursuant to Any Other Enabling Authority, and to Issue Bonds or Notes of 
the City Therefor 
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 B.  First Reading on a Proposed Order Authorizing That the sum of $1,000,000 Is 
Appropriated to Pay Costs of Replacing a Water Main Located Throughout Mt. 
Auburn Street, Including All Costs Incidental and Related Thereto; That to Meet 
This Appropriation, the Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is 
Authorized to Borrow Said Amount Under and Pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §8(5), or 
Pursuant to Any Other Enabling Authority, and to Issue Bonds or Notes of the City 
Therefor; That the Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is Authorized 
to Borrow All or a Portion of Such Amount from the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority (the “Authority”) Pursuant to the Authority’s Local Water 
Service Assistance Program and in Connection Therewith to Enter into a Loan 
Agreement and/or Financial Assistance Agreement with the Authority and Otherwise 
to Contract with the Authority with Respect to Such Loan and for Any Grants or Aid 
Available for the Project or for the Financing Thereof; and That the City Manager Is 
Authorized to Accept and Expend Any Grants or Aid Available for the Project or for 
the Financing Thereof, Provided That the Amount of the Authorized Borrowing for 
the Project Shall be Reduced by the Amount of Any Such Grants or Aid Received 

 C.  First Reading on a Proposed Order Authorizing That the sum of $300,000 Is 
Appropriated to Pay Costs of Replacing Lead Pipes that Connect Service Lines to 
Water Mains, Including All Costs Incidental and Related Thereto; That to Meet This 
Appropriation, the Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is Authorized 
to Borrow Said Amount Under and Pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or Pursuant to 
Any Other Enabling Authority, and to Issue Bonds or Notes of the City Therefor; 
That the Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is Authorized to Borrow 
All or a Portion of Such Amount from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority 
(the “Authority”) Pursuant to the Authority’s Lead Service Line Replacement 
Program and in Connection Therewith to Enter into a Loan Agreement and/or 
Financial Assistance Agreement with the Authority and Otherwise to Contract with 
the Authority with Respect to Such Loan and for Any Grants or Aid Available for 
the Project or for the Financing Thereof; and That the City Manager Is Authorized to 
Accept and Expend Any Grants or Aid Available for the Project or for the Financing 
Thereof, Provided that the Amount of the Authorized Borrowing for the Project 
Shall Be Reduced by the Amount of Any Such Grants or Aid Received 

 D.  First Reading on a Proposed Order Authorizing That the sum of $1,530,000 Is 
Appropriated to Pay Costs of Designing, Engineering and Constructing Sewer 
System Improvements to Eliminate Inflow and Infiltration in the System, Including 
All Costs Incidental and Related Thereto; That to Meet This Appropriation, the 
Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is Authorized to Borrow Said 
Amount Under and Pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1) r §8(14), or Pursuant to Any 
Other Enabling Authority, and to Issue Bonds or Notes of the City Therefor; That the 
Treasurer, with the Approval of the City Manager, Is Authorized to Borrow All or a 
Portion of Such Amount from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (the 
“Authority”) Pursuant to the Authority’s Inflow and Infiltration Assistance Program 
and in Connection Therewith to Enter into a Loan Agreement and/or Financial 
Assistance Agreement with the Authority and Otherwise to Contract with the 
Authority with Respect to Such Loan and for Any Grants or Aid Available for the 
Project or for the Financing Thereof; and That the City Manager Is Authorized to 
Accept and Expend Any Grants or Aid Available for the Project or for the Financing 
Thereof, Provided that the Amount of the Authorized Borrowing for the Project 
Shall Be Reduced by the Amount of Any Such Grants or Aid Received 

 E.  Resolution Authorizing a Transfer of Funds in the Amount of $4,175,000 from 
Various Fiscal Year 2022 Departmental Accounts to the Fiscal Year 2022 Transfer 
to High School Stabilization Fund 
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 F.  Resolution Authorizing a Transfer of Funds in the Amount of $200,000 from 
Various Fiscal Year 2022 Departmental Accounts to the Fiscal Year 2022 Transfer 
to Department of Public Works Property/Building Division Account 

 G.  Resolution Approving the Acceptance and Expenditure of a Gift of Funds in the 
Amount of $5,000.00 from The Reveliotty/Carosella Family to support the 
Pequossette Summer Program Operated by the Recreation Department 

 H.  Resolution In Support of a State House Senate Employee Union 
10.  REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 A.  Committee on Climate and Energy Report Regarding Watertown's Climate and 

Energy Plan - Anthony Palomba, Chair 
 B.  Committee on Human Services Report Regarding the Interview of Dr. Dominic 

Amirtharaj to Serve on the Board of Health for a Term to Expire on February 6, 
2023 - Anthony Palomba, Chair 
ACTION ITEM: 
That the City Council Appoint Dr. Dominic Amirtharaj to the Board of Health for a 
Term to Expire on February 6, 2023 

 C.  Committee on Rules and Ordinances Report Regarding the Proposed Council Rules 
for the 2022-2023 Session - John G. Gannon Chair 
ACTION ITEM: 
That the City Council Adopt the Proposed Council Rules as Drafted 

11.  NEW BUSINESS 
 A.  Proposed Amendment to the Demolition Delay Ordinance and Proposed New 

Regulations for the Historic Commission to Be Referred to the Committee on 
Economic Planning and Development  

12.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 A.  Memorandum of Understanding Between the City and the MBTA for Improvements 

to a Bus Stop Located at Main Street and Whites Avenue and Chestnut Avenue 
13.  REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION/REVIEW OF LIST OF PENDING MATTERS 
14.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
15.  PUBLIC FORUM 
16.  RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT 
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Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – NSTSAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY (WO # 6911065)                                 
 
Grant of Location:  185 GROVE STREET 
June 29, 2022 
 
Dear Abutters: 
 
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, July 
12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows: 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-

4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 # 
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov  
   
on a petition from NSTSAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY for 
consideration of a Grant of Location for the Grove Street installation and maintenance of 
approximately 48 linear feet of 2-4” PVC conduits from utility pole 63/18 to the property 
line of 185 Grove Street.  The existing double pole is to be removed and replaced with a 
single 45-foot pole.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 185 Grove Street.  
Upon completion of the Department of Public Works’ review, the following 
recommendations and conditions are being submitted for consideration by the City Council 
should the Grant of Location be approved for this application 
 

Additional Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 
facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan 
and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City 
Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be 
properly marked and protected during construction activities. The City of Watertown 
is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces, 
should be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 
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existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, AAB and City of Watertown 
standards.  

6. All work within the right of way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate 
a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in 
adherence to applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety 
Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with 
erosion control devices, such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere 
with intersection sightlines and be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. 
The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may 
be impacted, and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within the 
drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements. 

 
Please feel free to contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054 for any technical questions 
you may have.  
 
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Watertown City Council 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                
       
 
TYPE: Grant of Location 
DATE: June 13, 2022 
APPLICANT: Eversource 
WORK ORDER: WO# 6911065 
LOCATION: Grove Street 
 
Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Eversource for consideration of a Grant of 
Location for the following installations: 
 

 Grove Street – Install and maintain approximately 48 linear feet of 2 – 4-inch PVC conduits from utility 
pole 63/18 to the property line of 185 Grove Street. The existing double pole is to be removed and replaced 
with a single 45-foot pole. 

 
 This work is necessary to provide electric service to 185 Grove Street. Upon completion of our review, we are 
submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant of 
Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
 

Additional Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all times 
or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in the 
field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 
infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 
utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction activities. 
The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the start of 
construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the 
satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full 
width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 
standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 
Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 
Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices such as 
silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the 
City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines and 
shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. The Contractor shall install 
individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile 
material or equipment within the drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 
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Photo 1: View of double utility pole 63/18 from Grove  Photo 2: View of Utility Pole ID 63/18. 

Street and connection point to 165 Grove Street. 
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PETITION OF NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY 
FOR LOCATION FOR CONDUITS

AND MANHOLES

To the  City Council of the Town of  WATERTOWN Massachusetts:

Respectfully represents NSTAR ELECTRIC Company d/b/a Eversource 
Energy a company incorporated for the transmission of electricity for lighting, 

heating or power, that it desires to construct a line for such transmission 

under the public way or ways hereinafter specified.

WHEREFORE, your petitioner prays that, after due notice and hearing as 

provided by law, the council may by Order grant to your petitioner permission 

to construct, and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the 

necessary wires and cables therein, said conduits and manholes to be located, 

substantially as shown on the plan made by T. Thibault Dated April 28, 
2022, and filed herewith, under the following public way or ways of said City:
      

              

                                             NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY
                                             d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY

Grove Street      -   Southwesterly from pole 63/18, approximately 296 
                              feet southeast of Coolidge Hill Road, install  
                              approximatley 48 feet conduit.

                                                     W.O.# 6911065 
Prior to installing the couduit, Pole 63/18 is to be replaced with a new 45 
foot pole.

BY   Richard M. Schifone
Richard M. Schifone, Supervisor 
Rights & Permits

Dated this ____ day of __________ 2022

City of  WATERTOWN Massachusetts

Received and filed 2022

_______________________________
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ORDER FOR LOCATION FOR CONDUITS AND MANHOLES

City of  WATERTOWN

WHEREAS, NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY has petitioned for 

permission to construct a line for the tranmission of electricity  for lighting, heating or power under the 

public way or ways of the City thereinafter specified, and notice has been given and a hearing held on 

said petition as provided by law.

It is ORDERED that NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY be and hereby is 

granted permission to construct and a location for, such a line of conduits and manholes with the 

necessary wires and cables therein under the following public way or ways of said City:

      
Grove Street      -      Southwesterly from pole 63/18, approximately 296 feet southeast of

                                Coolidge Hill Road, install approximatley 48 feet conduit.

                                                     W.O.# 6911065 

Prior to installing the couduit, Pole 63/18 is to be replaced with a new 45 foot pole.

 

All construction work under this Order shall be in accordance with the following 

conditions:
1. Conduits and manholes shall be located as shown on the plan made by

T. Thibault, dated April 28, 2022 on the file with said petition.

2. Said shall comply with the requirements of existing by-laws and such as may hereafter be adopted 

governing the construction and maintenance of conduits and manholes.

3. Company All work shall be done to the satisfaction of the town council or such officer or officers as 

it may appoint to supervise the work.

1

2 City Council

3 the City of

4 WATERTOWN

5

CERTIFICATE

We hereby certify that the foregoing Order was adopted after due notice and a public hearing as 

prescribed by Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.), and any additions thereto or 

amendments thereof, to wit:-after written notice of the time and place of the hearing mailed at least 

seven days prior to the date of the hearing by the council to all owners of real estate abutting upon that 

part of the way or ways upon, along or across which the line is to be constructed under said Order, as 

determined by the last preceding assessment for taxation, and a public hearing held on the __________ 

day of _______________ 2022 at _____________________________________________________ in said City.

1

2 City Council

3 the City of

4 WATERTOWN

5

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing are true copies of the Order of the City Council of the City of  

WATERTOWN,  Masssachusetts, duly adopted on the ____________ day of _________________, 2022 and 

recorded with the records of location Orders of said City, Book ________, Page ______ and of the 

certificate of notice of hearing thereon required by Section 22 of Chapter 166 of the General Laws 

(Ter.Ed.) and any additions thereto or amendments thereof, as the same appear of record.

Page 10 of 141



Attest: 

Clerk of the City of   WATERTOWN,   Massachusetts
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Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – NSTSAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY (WO # 1402530)                                 
 
Grant of Location:  385 PLEASANT STREET 
June 29, 2022 
 
Dear Abutters: 
 
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, July 
12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows: 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-

4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 # 
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov  
   
on a petition from NSTSAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY for 
consideration of a Grant of Location in Pleasant Street for the installation and maintenance 
of approximately 5 linear feet of two (2) – 4 -inch conduits.  This work is necessary to 
provide electric service to 385 Pleasant Street.  
 
Upon completion of our review, the following recommendations and conditions are being 
submitted for consideration by the City Council and will be required should the Grant of 
Location be approved for this application 
 

Additional Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 
facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan 
and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City 
Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be 
properly marked and protected during construction activities. The City of Watertown 
is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces, 
should be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 

ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
 
 
Mark S. Sideris,  
Council President 
 
Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 
District C Councilor 
 
John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 
 
Caroline Bays, 
Councilor At Large 
 
John G. Gannon     
Councilor At Large 
 
Anthony Palomba, 
Councilor At Large 
 
Nicole Gardner, 
District A Councilor 
 
Lisa J. Feltner, 
District B Councilor 
 
Emily Izzo, 
District D Councilor 

 

Page 13 of 141

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
mailto:vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov


existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, AAB and City of Watertown 
standards.  

6. All work within the right of way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate 
a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in 
adherence to applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety 
Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with 
erosion control devices, such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere 
with intersection sightlines and be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. 
The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may 
be impacted, and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within the 
drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements. 
 

Please feel free to contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054 for any technical questions 
you may have.  
 
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Watertown City Council 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                
       
 
TYPE: Grant of Location 
DATE: May 18, 2022 
APPLICANT: Eversource 
WORK ORDER: WO# 1402530 
LOCATION: 385 Pleasant Street 
 
Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Eversource for consideration of a Grant of 
Location for the following installations: 
 

 Pleasant Street – Install and maintain approximately 5 linear feet of two (2) – 4-inch conduits. 
 
 This work is necessary to provide electric service to 385 Pleasant Street. Upon completion of our review, we are 
submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant of 
Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
 

Additional Conditions 
1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all 

times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  
2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in 

the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 
infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 
utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction 
activities. The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the 
start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to 
the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced 
in full width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of 
Watertown standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 
Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 
Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices 
such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that 
enters the City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines 
and shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. The Contractor shall install 
individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile 
material or equipment within the drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 
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Photo 1: View of Utility Pole 16/52 on Pleasant Street where the connection to 385 Pleasant Street is proposed. 
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Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – NSTSAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY (WO # 1402530)                                 
 
Grant of Location:  385 PLEASANT STREET 
June 29, 2022 
 
Dear Abutters: 
 
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, July 
12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows: 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-

4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 # 
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov  
   
on a petition from NSTSAR ELECTRIC COMPANY d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY for 
consideration of a Grant of Location in Pleasant Street for the installation and maintenance 
of approximately 5 linear feet of two (2) – 4 -inch conduits.  This work is necessary to 
provide electric service to 385 Pleasant Street.  
 
Upon completion of our review, the following recommendations and conditions are being 
submitted for consideration by the City Council and will be required should the Grant of 
Location be approved for this application 
 

Additional Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 
facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan 
and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City 
Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be 
properly marked and protected during construction activities. The City of Watertown 
is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces, 
should be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 

ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
 
 
Mark S. Sideris,  
Council President 
 
Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 
District C Councilor 
 
John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 
 
Caroline Bays, 
Councilor At Large 
 
John G. Gannon     
Councilor At Large 
 
Anthony Palomba, 
Councilor At Large 
 
Nicole Gardner, 
District A Councilor 
 
Lisa J. Feltner, 
District B Councilor 
 
Emily Izzo, 
District D Councilor 
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existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, AAB and City of Watertown 
standards.  

6. All work within the right of way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate 
a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in 
adherence to applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety 
Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with 
erosion control devices, such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere 
with intersection sightlines and be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. 
The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may 
be impacted, and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within the 
drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements. 
 

Please feel free to contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054 for any technical questions 
you may have.  
 
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Watertown City Council 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                
       
 
TYPE: Grant of Location 
DATE: May 18, 2022 
APPLICANT: Eversource 
WORK ORDER: WO# 1402530 
LOCATION: 385 Pleasant Street 
 
Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Eversource for consideration of a Grant of 
Location for the following installations: 
 

 Pleasant Street – Install and maintain approximately 5 linear feet of two (2) – 4-inch conduits. 
 
 This work is necessary to provide electric service to 385 Pleasant Street. Upon completion of our review, we are 
submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant of 
Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
 

Additional Conditions 
1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all 

times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  
2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in 

the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 
infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 
utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction 
activities. The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the 
start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to 
the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced 
in full width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of 
Watertown standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 
Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 
Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices 
such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that 
enters the City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines 
and shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. The Contractor shall install 
individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile 
material or equipment within the drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 
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Photo 1: View of Utility Pole 16/52 on Pleasant Street where the connection to 385 Pleasant Street is proposed. 
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Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – ZAYO GROUP                  
 
Grant of Location:  100 & 500 Forge Road Service from MH#WAT A4 and 
Utility Pole #194/11 on School Street 
June 29, 2022 
 
Dear Abutters: 
 
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, July 
12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows: 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-

4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 # 
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov  
   
on a petition from Zayo Group for consideration of a Grant of Location for the following 
installations 

• Underground Grant of Location – School Street – Install and maintain 
approximately 22 linear feet of 1 – 4 inch Schedule 40 PVC communications 
conduit and 1-2 inch Schedule 40 PVC communications conduit in one (1) trench 
from Metromedia communications manhole MH#WAT A4 to utility pole #194/11 
via two (2) new risers 

• Aerial Grant of Location – Install new aerial fiber optic line on the existing utility 
pole line starting at pole #E194/12 on Cypress Street to pole #127/9 on School 
Street and continuing down School Street to pole #5/34 pm Arsenal Street and 
extending easeterly to proposed rise pole #5/17 on Arsenal Street.  The aerial 
service will utilize an underground existing underground conduit from riser pole 
#5/17 under and across Arsenal Street to the private underground system on Forge 
Road to provide service to 100 and 500 Forge Road 

 
This work is necessary to provide communication service to 100 and 500 Forge 
Road.  Upon completion of the Department of Public Works review, the following 
recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council will be 
required should the Grant of Location be approved for this application. 
 

Additional Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 
facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
 
 
Mark S. Sideris,  
Council President 
 
Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 
District C Councilor 
 
John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 
 
Caroline Bays, 
Councilor At Large 
 
John G. Gannon     
Councilor At Large 
 
Anthony Palomba, 
Councilor At Large 
 
Nicole Gardner, 
District A Councilor 
 
Lisa J. Feltner, 
District B Councilor 
 
Emily Izzo, 
District D Councilor 
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2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan 
and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City 
Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be 
properly marked and protected during construction activities. The City of Watertown 
is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces, 
should be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 
existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, AAB and City of Watertown 
standards.  

6. All work within the right of way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate 
a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in 
adherence to applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety 
Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with 
erosion control devices, such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere 
with intersection sightlines and be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. 
The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may 
be impacted, and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within the 
drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements. 

 
Please feel free to contact Mark Pavone at 508-530-8681 for any technical questions you 
may have.  
 
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Watertown City Council 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                
       
TYPE: Grant of Location 
DATE: June 22, 2022 
APPLICANT: Zayo Group 
WORK ORDER:  - 
LOCATION: 100 & 500 Forge Road Service from MH#WAT A4 and Utility Pole #194/11 on School Street. 
 
Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Zayo Group for consideration of a Grant 
of Location for the following installations: 
 

 Underground Grant of Location - School Street – Install and maintain approximately 22 linear feet of 1 – 
4-inch Schedule 40 PVC communications conduit and 1 – 2-inch Schedule 40 PVC communications 
conduit in one (1) trench from Metromedia communications manhole MH#WAT A4 to utility pole 
#194/11 via two (2) new risers. 

 
 Aerial Grant of Location – Install new aerial fiber optic line on the existing utility pole line starting at pole 

#E194/12 on Cypress Street to pole #127/9 on School Street and continuing down School Street to pole 
#5/34 on Arsenal Street and extending easterly to proposed rise pole #5/17 on Arsenal Street. The aerial 
service will utilize an existing underground conduit from riser pole #5/17 under and across Arsenal Street 
to the private underground system on Forge Road to provide service to 100 and 500 Forge Road. 

 
 This work is necessary to provide communications service to 100 & 500 Forge Road. Upon completion of our review, 
we are submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant 
of Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
 

Standard Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all 
times or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in 
the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 
infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 
utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction 
activities. The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the 
start of construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to 
the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced 
in full width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of 
Watertown standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 
Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 
Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices.   
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7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices 

such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that 

enters the City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines 

and shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. The Contractor shall install 

individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile 

material or equipment within the drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo 1: View of 85 School Street, manhole MH#WAT A4 and utility pole #194/11 from the corner of School 

Street and Cypress Street where the connection is proposed to be made from manhole MH#WAT A4 to utility 

pole #194/11 via two (2) new risers. 
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Photo 2: View of Utility Pole #194/11 
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Photo 3: View of manhole MH#WAT A4 to utility pole #194/11 from manhole MH#WAT A4 in School Street 

facing Cypress Street looking East. 
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March 25, 2022 

 

City of Watertown DPW 

124 Orchard Street 

Watertown, MA 02472  

 

Dear City Council Member, 

Enclosed please find a petition for a Grant of Location for Zayo to place (1) 4’’ PVC conduit on School 

Street from MFN manhole A4 near the intersection of Cypress and School Street, approximately 22’ to 

telephone pole 194/11. 

Included Here: 

• Civil Plans entitled “Proposed Conduit Installation at Cypress and School Street. 

• Petition for Conduit Location 

• Abutter’s List 

Please let me know if there is anything further you need to place us on the agenda for the next public 

hearing of the City Council. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark Pavone 

 

Mark Pavone 

MTP Communications, Inc. 

508-530-8681 

MPavone@mtpcommuncationsinc.com 
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Scope of Work 

Underground grant of location description:

Lightpath and Zayo communications requests the ability to construct one new four inch pipe and a 
second two inch pipe from the existing Zayo MH at the corner of Cypress St and School St. to existing 
Utility pole # 194/11. The purpose of the single four inch is to leave a pipe for Zayo for future service 
and take part in the joint trench so as to only excavate within the public right of way one time. The 
purpose of the single two inch pipe will provide a path for a new Lightpath cable to access the Zayo 
conduit system and underground fiber optic cable splice within the requested manhole.  Lightpath has 
fibers within the Zayo splice and would like to access these fibers to provide service to Lightpath 
customers.

Aerial grant of location description: 

This aerial work is an extension off the requested underground conduit request from Zayo MH to riser 
pole #194/11. Lightpath has requested the ability to license space to attached a new aerial fiber optic 
line on existing Utility pole line starting at pole #  E 194/12 on Cypress St to pole # 127/9 School St. 
continuing down School St to pole 5/34 Arsenal St and extending in an Easterly direction to proposed 
riser pole 5/17 Arsenal St. Lightpath proposes to traverse an existing conduit from existing pole # 17 in 
a Southerly direction across Arsenal St. to a private property underground system on the Forge Rd. 
property. The purpose of this cable installation is to offer service to building # 100 and # 500 Fordge 
Rd. 
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AERIAL MAP 1 
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AERIAL MAP 2 
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AERIAL MAP 3 
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PETITION FOR CONDUIT LOCATION 

 

To The City Council  

Of the City of Watertown, Massachusetts 

 

Zayo requests permission to lay and maintain underground conduits, with wires and cables to be placed 

therein, under the surface of the following public way: 

 

 School Street  

To place (1) 4” PVC & (1) 2” PVC conduit from an existing MFN A4 at the intersection of School 

and Cypress Streets approximately  

 

Plan entitled “Proposed Conduit Installation at School Street and date 3/25/22 is filed herewith. 

 

By: 

X
Mark Pavone, President 

MTP Communications, Inc

 

Dated this 25th date of March, 2022 
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WATERTOWN, MA

IN

85 SCHOOL ST 

PROPOSED CONDUIT INSTALLATION 

INDEX  OF DRAWING
SHT NO. DESCRIPTION

 01 PROPOSED PLAN 

PREPARED BY:

AT

 (400 TALCOTT AVE)
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PROPOSED 22 FEET OF

(1) 4" SCHEDULE 40 PVC COMMUNICATION CONDUIT

(1) 2" SCHEDULE 40 PVC COMMUNICATION CONDUIT

FROM METROMEDIA MH#WAT A4

TO POLE #194/11

GENERAL NOTES

1. THE LOCATION OF EXISTING
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES ARE SHOWN BY  AN
APPROXIMATE WAY ONLY.  THEY HAVE NOT
BEEN INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED BY THE
OWNER OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVE.  THE
CONTRACTOR WILL DETERMINE THE EXACT
LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING UTILITIES
BEFORE COMMENCING WORK.  THE
CONTRACTOR WILL BE FULLY RESPONSIBLE
FOR ALL DAMAGES WHICH MIGHT BE CAUSED
BY THE CONTRACTOR'S FAILURE TO EXACTLY
LOCATE ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES.

2.  IF AN EXISTING UTILITY IS FOUND TO HAVE
CAUSED A CONFLICT WITH THE PROPOSED
WORK, AS IN THE LOCATION, ELEVATION AND
SIZE OF THE UTILITY, IT SHOULD BE
ACCURATELY DETERMINED WITHOUT DELAY
BY THE CONTRACTOR.  THE INFORMATION
SHOULD THEN BE FORWARDED TO THE
ENGINEER TO RESOLVE THE CONFLICT.

3.  THE CONTRACTOR SHOULD MAINTAIN A
SEPARATION OF 18 INCHES MIN. WHEN
CROSSING EXISTING WATER FACILITIES.

4.  THE CONTRACTOR WILL MAKE ALL OF THE
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF
ALL UTILITIES, PRIVATE AND PUBLIC.

5.  THE CONTRACTOR SHOULD NOT DISTURB
PUBLIC TREES AND SHRUBS.

6.  AREAS OUTSIDE THE LIMITS OF PROPOSED
WORK DISTURBED BY THE CONTRACTOR'S
OPERATIONS WILL BE RESTORED BY THE
CONTRACTOR TO THEIR ORIGINAL CONDITION
AT NO EXPENSE TO THE OWNER.

7.  THE CONTRACTOR WILL BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR PLACING AND MAINTAINING TEMPORARY
RESURFACING OR PLATING FOR ALL
EXCAVATIONS ON PAVED STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS UNTIL PERMANENT RESURFACING
IS COMPLETE.

8.  JOINTS BETWEEN NEW BITUMINOUS
CONCRETE ROADWAY PAVEMENT AND SAW
CUT EXISTING PAVEMENT SHOULD BE SEALED
WITH BITUMEN AND PROPERLY BACK SANDED.

9.  THE CONTRACTOR SHOULD PROTECT AND
SUPPORT ALL EXISTING UTILITY LINES THAT
BECOME EXPOSED DUE TO EXCAVATION.

10.  THE CONTRACTOR WILL REPLACE ALL
DISTURBED TRAFFIC SIGNAL LOOP
DETECTORS TO A PROPER WORKING
CONDITION AS REQUIRED BY THE MOST
RECENT STANDARDS OF THE MUNICIPAL
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT.

11.  ALL EXISTING STATE, COUNTY, CITY,
TOWN LOCATION, AND PRIVATE PROPERTY
LINES HAVE BEEN USED FROM AVAILABLE
INFORMATION.  THEIR EXACT LOCATIONS ARE
NOT GUARANTEED.

12.  THE CONTRACTOR WILL REPLACE ALL
PAVEMENT MARKINGS IN THEIR ENTIRETY
THAT HAS BEEN DAMAGED BY TRENCH
EXCAVATION OR OPERATIONS USING SIMILAR
COLOR AND SIZE THERMOPLASTIC MARKINGS.

85 SCHOOL ST (400 TALCOTT AVE)

NOTE

LEGEND

UNDERGROUND SERVICE ALERT

1-888-DIG-SAFE (344-7233)

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

72 HOURS NOTICE REQUIRED


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 LEGAL NOTICE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Watertown hereby gives notice of a public hearing and 
vote on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 7:00 PM, in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Chamber, 
Administration Building, 149 Main Street, Watertown, MA on a proposed Ordinance as 
follows: 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED:  by the City Council of the City of 
Watertown that Chapter XIV of the Watertown Ordinances is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
By deleting Section 1:  Compensation and inserting in its place the following: 
 
Section 1:  Compensation 
 
(a) Effective August 15, 2022 (Fiscal Year 2023), the City Manager’s compensation 

shall be set at $217,500. 
 
A copy of the proposed Ordinance is available for inspection at the Administration 
Building, 149 Main Street, Watertown, MA 02472 in the City Council Office, Monday 
through Friday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, and at the City Clerk’s Office, Monday through 
Thursday, 8:30 am through 5:00 pm, on Tuesday evening up to 7:00 pm, and Friday, 8:30 
am through 2:00 pm. 
 

Page 44 of 141



The Watertown City Council hereby gives notice of a public hearing on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 7:00 PM, in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council 
Chamber, at which time the City Council will consider rate schedules and fees, designed to raise sufficient revenues to support the Fiscal Year 2023 
operation of the services provided to customers of the City’s water/sewer system.  
 
Tables 1 and 2 below present the current and proposed water and sewer rates, as well as quarterly bill impacts for typical customers, respectively. 
 

Table 1: Current and Proposed Water and Sewer Rates 
Base Charge FY 2022 FY 2023 Difference 

Minimum Charge 
(Quarterly) Current Proposed  $ % 

5/8  $                  7.88   $                  8.35  $                  0.47 6.0% 

3/4                      8.39  8.89 0.50 6.0% 

1                      9.91  10.50 0.59 6.0% 

1 1/4                    11.92  12.64 0.72 6.0% 

1.5                    11.92  12.64 0.72 6.0% 

2                    17.41  18.45 1.04 6.0% 

3                    57.98  61.46 3.48 6.0% 

4                    73.00  77.38 4.38 6.0% 

6                  108.07  114.55 6.48 6.0% 

Volumetric Rate (per Ccf)     
Water         
Tier 1  $                  5.15  $                  5.20  $           0.05  1.0% 

Tier 2                      8.00  8.10 0.10 1.3% 

Tier 3                    12.62  10.96 2.96 37.0% 

Tier 4                           -    14.29 1.67 13.2% 

Sewer (100% of Water Consumption       
Tier 1  $                10.11  $                10.44 $                0.33 3.3% 

Tier 2                    13.07  13.63 0.56 4.3% 

Tier 3                    17.50  15.23 2.16 16.5% 

Tier 4                           -    18.64 1.14 6.5% 
 
 

Combined Rate         
Tier 1  $                15.26  $                15.64 $                0.38 2.5% 

Tier 2                    21.07  21.73 0.66 3.1% 

Tier 3                    30.12  26.19 5.12 24.3% 

Tier 4                           -    32.93 2.81 9.3% 

Irrigation (all Ccf)  $                12.62  14.29 1.67 13.2% 

          
 

Table 2: Quarterly Bill Impacts for Typical Customers 
      Current Proposed    

M. Size Customer Consumption (Ccf) Water($) Sewer($) Total($) Water($) Sewer($) Total($) Diff. ($) 
Diff. 
(%) 

5/8" Small User 500 33.63 50.55 84.18  34.36   52.19   86.55   2.37  3% 

5/8" Low-End User 1,000 59.38 101.10 160.48  60.37   104.39   164.75   4.27  3% 

5/8" Avg. Res. User 1 1,800 100.58 181.98 282.56  101.98   187.89   289.87   7.31  3% 

5/8" Avg. Res. User 2 2,800 152.08 283.08 435.16  162.69   301.84   464.53   29.37  7% 

5/8" Low Tier 2 User 4,000 242.38 434.00 676.38  259.89   465.35   725.24   48.86  7% 

5/8" Pizza Place  1,820 101.61 184.00 285.61  103.02   189.98   293.00   7.39  3% 

5/8" Bakery 3,553 206.62 375.58 582.20  223.68   404.44   628.12   45.93  8% 
5/8" Restaurant 4,764 303.50 533.85 837.35 321.77 569.45 891.22 53.86 6% 
5/8" Coffee Shop 7,511 523.26 892.89 1,416.15 616.10 983.94 1,600.04 183.89 13% 
1" Restaurant 14,482 1,082.97 1,804.00 2,886.97 1,382.27 2,045.38 3,427.65 540.68 19% 

3/4" Diner 23,112 1,771.85 2,931.94 4,703.79 2,326.51 3,359.43 5,685.94 982.15 21% 
2" Lg. Commercial User 39,255 3,499.89 5,451.83 8,951.72 4,580.34 6,303.69 10,884.02 1,932.31 22% 

5/8" Avg. Irrig. User 3,500 449.58 - 449.58 508.58 - 508.58 59.00 13% 

 
A copy of the proposed Fiscal Year 2023 Water/Sewer Rates and Fees is available for inspection at the Administration Building, 149 Main Street, 
Watertown, MA 02472 in the City Council Office, Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, and at the City Clerk’s Office, Monday through 
Thursday, 8:30 am through 5:00pm, on Tuesday evening up to 7:00 pm, and Friday, 8:30am through 2:00pm. 
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Watertown City Council
Administration Building

149 Main Street
Watertown, MA 02472
Phone: 617-972-6470

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A 
STATE HOUSE SENATE EMPLOYEE UNION

WHEREAS, Since the Summer of 2020 formation of Beacon B.L.O.C (Building 
Leaders of Color), led by a collective of Black staffers of the Massachusetts State 
House, legislative staff have been advocating for necessary reforms to advance 
workplace equity; and

WHEREAS, On March 31, 2022, representatives of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 2222 notified the President of the 
Massachusetts Senate that a strong majority of Senate employees had signed 
authorization cards supporting the formation of a Massachusetts Senate staff 
union; and

WHEREAS, Once recognized, the Massachusetts State House Employee Union 
will become the second state legislative staff union in the country, after Oregon in 
May 2021; and

WHEREAS, Staff organizers have identified several factors motivating the 
unionization effort, including the creation of a workplace free from discrimination 
and sexual harassment; health insurance coverage beginning on the first day of 
employment; fair and consistent pay grades across offices; measures to recruit, 
support, and retain a diverse workforce; clearly defined job roles and 
responsibilities; comprehensive professional development opportunities; and the 
right to collective bargaining to provide staff a formal voice in matters concerning 
their workplace; and

WHEREAS, Legislative staff are vital to the work of government in supporting 
constituents and enacting good public policy, and a workplace that supports its 
staff fosters strong, open, and respectful culture that will best serve residents of 
the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, The City of Watertown and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
consistently support unions and organized labor, believing that every worker 
deserves a union; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Watertown City Council, 
strongly supports the unionization efforts of legislative staff and urges recognition 
of the Massachusetts State House Employee Union;  and

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Mark S. Sideris, 
Council President

Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr.,
Vice President &
District C Councilor 

John M. Airasian
Councilor At Large

Caroline Bays
Councilor At Large

John G. Gannon,
Councilor At Large

Anthony Palomba,
Councilor At Large

Nicole Gardner,
District A Councilor

Lisa J. Feltner,
District B Councilor

Emily Izzo,
District D Councilor
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the City of Watertown be, 
and hereby is, respectfully requested to transmit a suitably attested copy of this 
Resolution to the Senate President, the Speaker of the House, and members of the 
Watertown Delegation to the General Court.

_________________________________

Council Member

I hereby certify that at a regular meeting of the Town Council for which a quorum 
was present, the above Ordinance was adopted by a vote of ____ for, ____ against, 
and ____ present on July 12, 2022 .

     ______________________________              ____________________________
     Marilyn W. Pronovost, Council Clerk             Mark S. Sideris, Council President                            

Page 95 of 141



Watertown City Council 
Committee on Climate and Energy 

Councilor Palomba, Chair, Councilor Bays, Vice Chair, Councilor Airasian, Secretary 

Committee Report 
Presented at July 12, 2020 Council Meeting  

 
Committee Members Present:  Councilors at Large John Airasian, Caroline Bays, and Anthony 
Palomba. 
Council Members Present: Vinnie Piccirilli, District C Councilor and City Council Vice President. 
Representative of the Administration: Laurel Schwab, Senior Environmental Planner at the 
Department of Community Development and Planning and Anya Pforzheimer, Recycling and 
Sustainability Coordinator at the Department of Public Works.   
Members of the Community: Ernesta Kraczkiewicz, from Watertown Faces Climate Change and 
Member of the Transportation and Mobility Working Group of the Resilient Watertown 
Stakeholder Advisory Group, Brian Hebeisen, from Watertown Environment and Energy 
Efficiency Committee and Chair of the Buildings and Energy Working Group of the Resilient 
Watertown Stakeholder Advisory Group, and Deborah Peterson, from Watertown Faces 
Climate Change. 
 
The Committee met on Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 6:30 PM in the Third Floor Hearing Room in 
City Hall to discuss the City’s Climate and Energy Plan (Plan).   
 
1. Call to Order 
Councilor Palomba called the Committee on Energy & Climate to order at 6:32 P.M.   
 
2. Introduction & Overview 
Councilor Palomba introduced himself and At-Large Councilors John Airasian and Caroline Bays, 
as well as Laurel Schwab, Watertown Senior Environmental Planner, Anya Pforzheimer, 
Watertown Recycling and Sustainability Coordinator, District Councilor Vinnie Piccirilli, and 
residents Ernesta Kraczkiewicz, Brian Hebeisen, and Deborah Peterson. 
 
Councilor Palomba presented his goals for the meeting -- an overview of the Plan by Ms. 
Schwab and a proposal to organize and schedule three Committee meetings in July. He added 
that the purpose of the Committee is to move the process along by reviewing the Plan, 
suggesting amendments where appropriate, and bringing it to the full Council for discussion 
and approval. He then asked Councilors Bays and Airasian for input. 
 
Councilor Bays expressed her excitement in being a member of the Committee and added that 
she had lots of ideas. She also thanked Ms. Schwab for her work on the Plan.  Councilor Airasian 
echoed the sentiment, stating that he was excited with the assignment and looks forward to 
diving in. 
 
Councilor Palomba stated that he had asked Council President Sideris to create the Committee 
and to be assigned to chair the Committee because he feels the Plan is critically important and 
deserves special attention by the Council and the public. He then reemphasized the point by 
reading a selection from “We are not doomed to climate chaos” written by Edward R. Carr* as 
an  Opinion piece for the Boston Globe, which stressed climate change mitigation, climate  
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change adaption, and sustainable development, while highlighting the importance of taking 
initiatives addressing these three areas at the local level.  He stated that the Plan is a wonderful 
example of this.  (*The lead author of the most recent United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change.) 
 
Laurel Schwab began her power point (a link to the power point is attached) overview of the 
Climate & Energy Plan by welcoming everyone and thanking them for coming. She introduced 
herself as the manager of the climate planning process, in collaboration with consultants, 
residents, stakeholders, and staff. Her slideshow presented the timeline of Watertown’s climate 
Plan evolution, and mentioned Watertown electricity choice, rooftop solar panels, and the need 
for a data-driven road map to achieve certain goals. She also mentioned the Watertown 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) planning grants process, the GHG (greenhouse gas) 
inventory (baseline 2019), that two-thirds of emissions in Watertown come from buildings and 
gas-powered vehicles (included inbound commuters), and the goal to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2050 or earlier, if possible. 
 
Ms. Schwab stated that the Plan will be substantially reevaluated at regular intervals and called 
it a “dynamic plan.” She said that the process began in March 2021 and that a draft was 
presented in February of 2022 and that it is ready to be finalized and moved forward. She 
stressed the importance of community engagement including the creation of the “Watertown 
Resilient Stakeholder Advisory Group”, two community surveys, specific outreach to renters 
and landowners, and the creation of a Resilient Housing Resource Center.  All survey results and 
related comments were made available on a publicly accessible Google drive. 
 
There are five Plan elements: Buildings and Energy, Transportation and Mobility, Natural 
Resources, Infrastructure and Waste Management, and Public Health and Community 
Preparedness.  There is also a list of Cross-Cutting Strategies each containing components of a 
number of the five Plan elements.  Ms. Schwab expressed the need for ongoing data collection, 
as well as additional staff and resources to implement the Plan.  She also encouraged a 
requirement for sustainable climate resilient development into the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Councilor Palomba thanked Mr. Schwab for her presentation and asked her about the 
“transportation infrastructure fund”. She responded that this is a relatively new initiative in the 
area of climate mitigation and resilience and is broader than the usual infrastructure funds 
provided by developers.  Councilor Airasian added that there’s pending legislation for 
permission from the state to have these infrastructure funds. Ms. Kraczkiewicz added that the 
idea came from other communities (mentioned Salem) and that some funds come from 
marijuana sales. Councilor Palomba followed by asking if Ms. Schwab could think of particular 
changes/suggestions that were made due to post-draft comments? She said that she could not 
think of anything in particular, but there were definitely changes made thanks to public 
comments. 
 
Councilor Palomba expressed his struggle with how best to move the Plan forward and not to 
lose momentum resulting from the year plus work on the Plan while at the same time fulfilling 
the obligation of the Committee to review the Plan and present a report to the full City Council.  
He also expressed his desire to do it in a way that is respectful of the community and their  
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input, the members of the Committee and the City Council, and the staff, residents, and 
consultant who have worked tirelessly to create the Plan. 
 
He then outlined his plan for moving forward: The Committee would look at the specific goals, 
the strategies, the actions, and the timeframe for accomplishing the action, the cost, the 
department or organization responsible for implementation, the resulting GHG reduction and 
the resilience benefits for each of the five Plan elements. The Committee would also review 
additional action implementation blueprints which “were created for actions that were 
deemed to need more implementation details”. 
 
The Committee would attempt to cover two Plan elements per two meetings and one Plan 
element and the cross cutting strategies at a third meeting with the goal of presenting the Plan 
to the City Council for discussion and approval at its August meeting.  He also suggested that by 
combining Plan elements, it would allow the public, departments, and stakeholders who are 
particularly interested in a Plan element or elements an opportunity to attend that particular 
meeting or meetings. Lastly, he suggested that if any changes to the Plan are recommended by 
the Committee, they would be included as action items in the final presentation to the Council. 
 
Councilor Palomba asked the Committee members for their thoughts on process he outlined. 
Councilor Airasian responded that he liked the plan but suggested that some meetings might be 
tight on time. Councilor Bays added that she liked the plan. Councilor Palomba then asked 
residents at the meeting for their thoughts. Ms. Kraczkiewicz responded that she likes the plan. 
Mr. Hebeisen said the process sounded fine to him and clarified that not all action items have a 
blueprint. He added that he would like to keep balance in the process; the public has had a year 
to weigh in and the final draft has been ready since spring 2022. He expressed his personal view 
that the process is a review by the Committee/Council rather than public.  Ms. Schwab agreed 
and said she hears constantly from the advocate community and others who want to see 
progress made. She echoed Brian’s opinion that the emphasis should be on reviewing the Plan 
for presentation to the Council and stressed that time is of the essence. 
 
Councilor Palomba asked Ms. Schwab if reviewing two plan elements and the cross cutting 
strategies during three two-hour meetings is reasonable, and she replied, yes, as long as the 
Committee does its homework in advance. Councilor assured her the members of the 
Committee would be prepared. Councilors Airasian and Bays agreed. He also asked Ms. Schwab 
for suggestions on how to pair Plan elements and the cross cutting strategies for each meeting. 
She agreed to do this and get back to Councilor Palomba as soon as possible. 
 
Councilor Palomba made a motion that the Committee would continue its work by reviewing 
the five Plan elements and the cross cutting strategies over the next three meetings addressing 
four elements in two meetings and one element and the cross cutting strategies in a third 
meeting.  He added that the benefit of this approach would provide a better opportunity for 
stakeholders, organizational representatives, departments, and the public to participate in 
meetings they were most interested in. Councilor Airasian seconded motion. All were in favor. 
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The Committee agreed upon the following dates and times for the next three Committee 
meetings:  Thursday, July 7, 2022 at 5:30 PM, Thursday, July 14, 2022 at 5:30 PM, and 
Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 5:30 PM. 
 
3. Adjournment 
Councilor Palomba thanked everyone for attending and participating. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli congratulated the Committee on a great job. He believes that the Plan is well-
done, and everybody worked hard on it, so the Committee should go through it quickly and 
focus on managing exceptions.  
 
Councilor Palomba reassured everyone that the Committee will look carefully at the Plan and 
allow for community input while moving the process along and making suggestions if 
warranted. 
 
Councilor Airasian made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Councilor Bays, and 
passed 3 – 0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 

Minutes were prepared by Anne Korte 

Page 99 of 141



Resilient Watertown Climate & Energy Plan
Background and Plan Introduction

June 16th, 2022

Watertown City Council Committee on Climate and Energy

Laurel Schwab, AICP

City of Watertown Senior Environmental Planner 
and Conservation Agent
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Agenda

1. Why a Climate Plan?

2. Watertown’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory

3. Plan Process & Timeline

4. Community Engagement & Public Comment

5. How the Plan is Organized
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Impetus for a Climate and Energy Plan
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Watertown MVP Planning Grant

• MVP: state-funded climate 
resilience grant program

• Process completed in 
2020

• Identified 4 major hazards 
Watertown faces

• Community and 
stakeholder input on 
actions to take
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Watertown GHG Inventory

• Baseline Year is 2019
• Electricity reflects grid-

average emissions factors
• Transport includes both 

residents and in-bound 
commuters
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Business-As-Usual
• Moderate 

population 
increases (~130 
people/ year)

• 200,000 sq. ft. 
commercial / 
year to 2027, 
then declining

• Grid electricity:  
100% renewable 
by 2050
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Remaining GHGs After Actions
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• Watertown Electricity 
Choice continues at 
35% more RE than 
required.

• Modeled reductions 
around what does it 
take to reach Net Zero 
by 2050.
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Planning Process & Timeline

NOW (summer 2022): Plan review, 
adoption, and transition to 
implementation
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Community Engagement
• Resilient Watertown Stakeholder 

Advisory Group (RWSAG) was formed 
in May 2021

• +- 40 stakeholders representing 
advocacy organizations, community 
groups, key City departments, science 
experts, regional interest groups

• Role: to incorporate feedback from 
the entities they represent and 
develop goals, strategies and actions

v
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Community Engagement
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• Survey 1: Priorities & Concerns

• Survey 2: Opportunities and Barriers
• Renter and Landlord Outreach

 Surveys
 Focus groups
 Resilient Housing Resource Center

• Public Meeting
• Two public comment periods
• Tabling at local events

Community Engagement
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Community Engagement
• Received and incorporated over 

150 public comments between 
June and November 2021
 Comments and staff responses on 

public google drive

• Second public comment period 
in February 2022 after release 
of Draft Plan
 All comments uploaded to public 

google drive
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Climate and Energy Plan Elements

• Each Plan Element follows the structure:
 Goal: what we want to accomplish; broad statement

• Strategy: How we will accomplish it as a general approach
• Action: Specific activity that will be undertaken
• Action
• Etc.

• Each Plan Element has quantifiable Metrics for tracking our 
progress 

• For every Action we identify a lead entity, cost magnitude, 
timeframe, and contribution to mitigation, resilience, or both 
(quantified when possible)
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Cross-Cutting Strategies

1. Add capacity and resources to the Energy Manager’s Office, the DPW 
Forestry Division, and DCDP in order to successfully implement the plan

2. Create an overarching Resilient Watertown Outreach & Education 
Campaign with toolkits targeted to individuals about what they can do

3. Develop assistance mechanisms and resources for renters and landlords 
(re: energy efficiency, EV charging, etc.)

4. Collaborate regionally with other communities and entities

5. Explore establishing a Transportation Infrastructure Fund

6. Encourage and require sustainable, climate-resilient development patterns 
(ongoing Comprehensive Plan update)
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Implementation Blueprints

• A “how-to” guide for 
implementing Actions that 
need to be broken down 
further into specific steps

• Each step is assigned a 
timeframe and key partners

• Existing tools/resources 
and equity considerations 
also outlined
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Thank you!
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Watertown City Council 
Committee on Human Services 

Thursday, June 9, 2022 
 
Members Present:  Councilor Tony Palomba, Chair; Councilor Caroline Bays, 
Vice Chair; and Councilor John Gannon, Secretary 
 
The Committee on Human Services held a public meeting on June 9, 2022 to 
interview Dr. Dominic Amirtharaj to serve on the Board of Health for a  
term to expire on February 6, 2023.   
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Committee Chair Palomba called the meeting to order at 5:35pm and introduced 
the other committee members present:  Caroline Bays, Vice Chair; and John 
Gannon, Secretary.  Also present were Dr. Domenic Amirtharaj and Larry Ramdin, 
Director, Watertown Health Department. 
 
Dr. Amirtharaj has been an internal medicine provider since his graduation from 
the University of Massachusetts Medical School in 2007, becoming certified in 
Internal Medicine by the American Board of Internal Medicine in 2010.  He 
presently serves at Mount Auburn Hospital.  He trained at the Boston University 
Medical Center, where he focused on an inner-city, medically-underserved 
population.  He also practiced at South Shore Hospital.  He has served many 
diverse populations, including young and elderly clients.  When he moved to 
Watertown, he developed a desire to serve his community by serving on the Board 
of Health.   
 
Councilor Gannon asked Dr. Amirtharaj about his background in handling patients 
with Substance Use Disorders, pointing out that the Committee on Human Services 
is exploring the expansion of the role of the Health Department to provide more 
services on substance use disorders, as well as increased mental health services for 
the community, resulting from the pandemic.  Dr. Amirtharaj stated that he had 
such experience.  For example, he serves on the Substance Abuse Disorders 
Committee at Mount Auburn Hospital.   Also, while at South Shore Hospital, he 
stated that he treated many patients with Substance Abuse Disorders.  He is 
working on setting up outpatient substance use disorder treatment at Mount 
Auburn Hospital, due to the overwhelming need for such services. 
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Councilor Palomba asked Dr. Amirtharaj what services he would like to see the 
Board of Health provide.  Dr. Amirtharaj stated he would like to see the Board deal 
with substance abuse disorders, obesity, mental health, and bio-safety issues.  He 
looks forward to working with other Board of Health members. 
 
Action Item:  Councilor Bays moved to appoint Dr. Amirtharaj to the Board of 
Health for a term to expire on February 6, 2023.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilor Gannon.  The nomination was approved by a vote of 3-0. 
 
Councilor Bays moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilor Gannon.  
The vote to adjourn was approved 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Gannon, Secretary 
 
 

Page 117 of 141



Watertown City Council      
Administration Building, 149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472  (617) 972-6470 

 
Rules and Ordinances Committee Report to Council  

Minutes of Thursday, June 23, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
Philip Pane Lower Hearing Room 

 
Present: Councilors John Gannon, chair; John Airasian, vice chair; Lisa Feltner, secretary. 
Also present:  Council President Mark Sideris and Councilors Nicole Gardner, Vincent Piccirilli,  
 Anthony Palomba, and Caroline Bays. 
AGENDA:     Discuss City Council Rules to be Adopted for the Term 
 
Chair Gannon convened the meeting at 6PM with a reminder that rules are an important part of governing a 
body;  they allow for robust date and provide structure, and they must fit withing our regulatory scheme, for 
example the City Charter and state regulations. Council follows Robert’s Rules of Orders for parliamentary 
procedure and as a guide that helps accomplish its work; President Sideris will request that all councilors 
receive an updated edition.  
 
Councilor Palomba arrived at 6:04; he offered to forward a suggested Table of Contents and list of 
Definitions for the committee to review and consider adopting as a guide to understanding Council Rules. 
The committee proceeded to review all the current rules sequentially. It was also recognized that instructions 
should be added to the Council web page for how the public may access video-audio recordings of meetings.  
 
Discussion continued to review rules and make edits for applicability, clarity, and how they have enabled or 
hindered council duties, remote participation and electronic records. Rules 1.4, 1.5, 7.9, and 7.10 were newly 
added. Changes were made to the descriptions for Committees on Human Services, and Economic 
Development and Planning, and the new standing Climate and Energy Committee was added. There were 
questions about whether to address the council clerk’s role in more detail, how to include the new policy 
analyst position, whether to include a hiring process for positions that report to Council, as well as rules that 
could govern the inaugural annual address and councilors’ annual public meetings per the recent Charter 
changes.   
 
The Committee anticipates addressing proposed Table of Contents and Definitions and other suggestions or 
questions, as the review of Council Rules continues at their next meeting. 
 
8:50 p.m. Feltner: Motion to Adjourn to Continue the meeting later, seconded by Airasian; 3-0 Approved.  
Respectfully submitted, Lisa Feltner 

 
 

Minutes of Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
Council Office Conference Room 

 
Present: Councilors John Gannon, chair; John Airasian, vice chair; Lisa Feltner, secretary. 
Also present:  Council President Mark Sideris and Councilor Anthony Palomba. 
AGENDA:     Continue Discussion of City Council Rules to be Adopted for the Term 
 
Chair Gannon called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. with Councilor Airasian connected via telephone; 
Councilor Palomba arrived at 6:11 p.m. 
There was unanimous consensus to adopt a Table of Contents for the Council Rules, while recognizing that 
section headings in the draft would need review if we want to include them. The proposed Definitions will be 
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pared down by Council Palomba and considered for inclusion at a later date, since the current draft includes 
terms that are covered under the Charter or Robert’s Rules, and some of them are legal terms of art so it 
would be best to include definitions that are either unique to Watertown or help provide more clarity for 
things such as proclamations, resolutions, public forum, public hearing, and request/s for information. The 
committee will ask the city attorney to review these as well. 
 
Discussion continued about what rules we might recommend for how work gets assigned to the new Council 
Analyst, but since the hiring process is newly under way, it was decided to hold the topic for a future 
meeting, as this may also affect rules concerning the Council Clerk responsibilities. We also decided that 
ideas about how each Councilor might hold meetings or an annual public forum, per the recently adopted 
Charter changes, is more of a process question that should be discussed once the new Engagement Officer is 
hired and in conjunction with IT or other staff. There was consensus that the hiring of other Council staff, 
such as the Auditor, is also a process question which will be addressed by Council as needed vs. a rule to be 
included at this time.  
 
At 7:40 Councilor Feltner made a motion to recommend the Council adopt the proposed Council Rules 
as drafted, along with a review by the City Attorney, Seconded by Councilor Airasian; Approved 3-0.  
 
7:42 p.m. Motion to Adjourn by Feltner, Seconded by Airasian; Adjourned 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Lisa Feltner 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

As Approved by the City Council  

[INSERT DATE 2022] 
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Rule 1. ORGANIZATION 

 

1.1  The City Council shall meet for the purpose of organization on the first secular day of January 

following the municipal election and the members shall severally, before the City Clerk, take their 

respective oaths of office to perform faithfully the duties of such office, provided that any member-

elect who shall not be present at such organizational meeting shall take said oath at the first regular or 

special meeting of the City Council which such Councilor-elect shall attend. 

 

1.2  The City Council shall, by majority vote of all members elected, elect a Vice President and such 

other officers as it shall from time-to-time deem appropriate. 
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1.3  Seating of the Council at the organizational meeting or at its first regular meeting thereafter, the 

order of seating of the members shall be determined by drawing of lots, provided however that the 

President of the Council shall occupy the center seat and the Vice President of the Council shall 

occupy the seat to the immediate right of the President. Members shall draw for such purpose in order 

of seniority of service, provided however, that in the event that two or more members shall have 

similar seniority in service, then the member who shall be senior in both service and age shall have 

precedence. 

 

1.4  As soon as practical after the start of each new term, the Rules and Ordinances Committee shall 

review the Council Rules per referral of the City Council and strive to make recommendation/s to the 

full Council by March 15. 

 

1.5  Each new City Council that is seated following the November municipal election shall, as soon as 

practical, place on the agenda of a Council meeting a referral to the Personnel and City Organization 

Committee to review Council compensation and make a recommendation to the full Council pursuant 

to Section 2-3(a) of the Charter.   

  

Rule 2. MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

 

2.1  Regular meetings of the City Council shall be held in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Chamber of the 

Watertown Administration Building or, if agreed upon by a majority of the members any other 

suitable location within the City of Watertown, at 7:00 p.m. of the second and fourth Tuesday of each 

month, provided however, that the members may, by two-thirds vote, agree to hold any regular 

meeting on such other date as may be convenient. 

 

2.2  The City Council shall be required to meet only once during the months of July, August and 

December, said meeting to be held on the second Tuesday of said months, and may meet a second 

time upon prior approval by vote of the members. 

 

2.3  In the event any holiday or primary or general election shall fall on the regular meeting date, the 

City Council shall meet on the business day next following. 

     

2.4  No board, commission or committee of the City shall meet concurrently with the time of any 

regular or special meeting of the City Council, provided however that this rule may be waived by the 

Council President, and provided further that a copy of any waiver granted under this rule shall be filed 

with the City Clerk. 

 

2.5  No agenda item at a regular meeting of the City Council, except Executive Session and Public 

Forum, may be brought forward for consideration after 10:30 p.m. A regular meeting of the City 

Council shall adjourn after action is taken on the agenda item being considered at 10:30 p.m. An 

adjourned meeting of the Council shall not and may not be reconvened. 

 

2.6  Special meetings of the City Council shall be held at the call of the Council President, or at the 

call of any three or more members, with such call to be by written notice to each member or by email; 

any such notice shall contain a listing of the specific matters to be acted upon. Except in the case of 

emergency, of which the Council President shall be sole judge of the time set for such meeting, a copy 

of any such notice shall be delivered not less than forty-eight hours in advance of the time set for such 

meeting, and a copy of any such notice to the members shall forthwith, be posted upon the City 

bulletin board and all other sites where meeting notices are regularly posted. 
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2.7  All special meetings of the City Council shall be held in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Chamber 

unless an emergency, of which the Council President shall be sole judge, shall require such meeting to 

be held elsewhere, in which case the nature of the emergency and the location of such special meeting 

shall be clearly stated in the notice required by these rules. 

 

2.8  The City Manager or designee shall be expected to attend all regular and special meetings of the 

City Council, unless otherwise specified by the Council President. 

 

2.9  Except as otherwise authorized or provided by General Law, all sessions of the City Council and 

every committee or subcommittee thereof shall be open to the public and the media. 

 

2.10  At the discretion of the Council President, an executive session may be called. Executive sessions 

shall be convened as allowed under Massachusetts General Law. All matters discussed in an executive 

session shall remain confidential until a vote is taken by the Council to release the minutes of the 

meeting or report publicly said discussions. 

 

2.11  The presence of five members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Except as 

provided by General Law, the City Charter or these rules, the affirmative approval of not fewer than 

five members shall be required to adopt any ordinance or appropriation order. 

 

2.12  The minutes of regular and special meetings of the City Council shall consist of the proceedings of 

the Council’s order of business, including motions and second, votes, and questions of order along 

with the decisions thereon; said minutes shall list those members of the Council or of the public 

speaking on a given issue and shall provide only in summary form the major points raised by 

speakers. The minutes shall also include: 

a) a copy of all items that were linked to the meeting agenda, including all items that were 

presented at the meeting; 

b) a copy of all Committee reports presented during the meeting;  

c) a copy of any statement presented by a member during a meeting which has been delivered in 

written form prior to the end of the meeting; 

d) a copy of the tally sheets for each roll call vote of the Council indicating the vote of each 

member; and 

e) a copy of any other written document submitted during the meeting by any person. 

 

2.13 No subcommittee or committee of the City Council may schedule or hold any meeting before 5:00 

p.m. during the week or at any time on weekend days. The only exception being when the City Council 

President has deemed the matter being discussed time sensitive and/or determines that the meeting time 

would not be a detriment to public discourse.  

 

Rule 3. PRESIDING OFFICER 

 

3.1   The President of the City Council, if present, shall preside at all meetings. In the absence of the 

President, the Vice President shall preside. In the absence of both the President and the Vice 

President, a temporary chair shall preside who shall be the senior member in length of service, 

provided however, that in the event that two or more members shall have similar seniority in service, 

then the member who shall be senior in both service and age shall have precedence and serve during 

the absence of both the President and the Vice President. 
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3.2   It is the duty of the presiding officer to preserve the decorum and order of a council meeting. He or 

she may speak to questions of order in preference to other members. He or she shall decide all 

questions of order, subject to an appeal of the entire City Council, which appeal shall be seconded; 

and no other business shall be in order until the question on the appeal from the ruling of the chair 

shall be decided by the members by a call of the roll, and the ruling of the chair shall stand unless a 

majority of members shall vote to the contrary. The chair shall be permitted to vote on any question of 

appeal. 

 

3.3   The presiding officer shall declare all votes or other action of the members and, if the result shall 

be in doubt, may call for a roll call vote. Such declarations by the presiding officer shall stand unless 

reversed by a call of the roll.  

 

Rule 4. VOTING 

 

4.1  All final votes of the City Council on matters involving appropriations, expenditures, transfers of 

monies and/or bonding, shall be taken by a call of the roll and the result of such call of the roll shall be 

entered into the records. Additionally, the roll shall be called upon any other pending matter at the 

request of any member. In the calling of the roll, the order in which the names of the members are 

called shall be rotated following each such call of the roll. 

 

4.2  When a question is put by the presiding officer, every member shall be entitled to vote yes, no, or 

present. 

    

4.3  Prior to any vote, the Council Clerk shall record and may be asked to read aloud the exact 

language of the measure or motion to be voted on. 

 

4.4  Members shall not participate in the consideration of, nor vote on, any question, nor serve on any 

committee in which his or her private interest shall be immediately concerned distinct from that of the 

City or the public. 

 

4.5  Prior to the announcement of the result of a call of the roll by the presiding officer, any member 

may ask to have his or her name called again for the purpose of confirming his or her vote or being 

recorded differently. 

 

4.6  Any use of Charter Privilege shall follow Charter Section 2-8(b) of the Watertown Home Rule 

Charter. 

 

4.7  A member who invoked the Charter Privilege may present a motion to withdraw the Charter 

Privilege. The motion will be treated according to Rules of the Council. If the members vote in favor 

of the motion, the presiding officer shall place the original measure before the Council. 

 

Rule 5. DEBATE 

 

5.1  Every member, when about to speak, shall respectfully address the presiding officer and await 

recognition. Once recognized, such member shall avoid personalities and confine himself or herself to 

the question under debate. 

 

5.2  No member shall speak more than twice to the same question without leave of the presiding 

officer, nor more than once until all other members desiring to do so shall have spoken. No member 
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shall have or hold the floor for more than ten consecutive minutes of debate, unless such time shall be 

extended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members. 

 

5.3  Once stated or read by the presiding officer, a matter shall be deemed to be in the possession of the 

City Council and shall be disposed of by vote or other appropriate action, provided however, that the 

mover may withdraw the motion or other matter at any time prior to amendment or other action by the 

members. 

 

Rule 6. PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS 

 

6.1  During consideration of any matter properly before the members, the presiding officer shall 

receive no motion except those listed herein, which motions shall have precedence in the order listed: 

To adjourn 

To recess 

To lay on the table 

To take from the table 

To move the previous question 

To limit or extend the limits of debate 

To postpone to a date and/or time certain 

To refer 

To amend 

To postpone indefinitely 

    

6.2  Following a vote of the City Council, it shall be in order for any member who shall have voted 

with the prevailing side to move reconsideration thereof at the same meeting at which said vote was 

taken, or to file with the Council Clerk not later than noon on the next business day following such 

meeting, a written motion for reconsideration. Following receipt of such a written motion for 

reconsideration, the Council Clerk shall place said motion on the calendar for the next regular or 

special meeting of the City Council, and cause the same to be included in the call thereof, and the 

Council Clerk shall also notify each member in writing of the filing of any such written motion for 

reconsideration. If any matter shall have been decided by a tie vote, the prevailing side shall be 

considered to be that side in whose favor the question was decided. Not more than one motion for 

reconsideration shall be entertained for any one vote, and no vote upon any motion to adjourn, to lay 

upon the table, to take from the table or to move the previous question shall be subject to 

reconsideration. 

 

Rule 7. CLERK OF THE COUNCIL 

 

7.1  The Council Clerk shall attend and keep records for all regular and special meetings of the City 

Council, shall record the names of member present, and shall have the care and custody of all records, 

documents, maps, plans, papers and other records and materials pertaining to the business of the City 

Council. 

 

7.2  Matters to be placed on the agenda for the City Council, including but not limited to reports and 

communications from the City Manager and other city officials, boards, departments and 

commissions, and any ordinance, order, resolution, proclamation or other matter of business to be 

presented to the members for action at a regular meeting of the City Council shall be submitted to the 

Council Clerk not later than 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday preceding the regular meeting at which such 

matter is to be considered by the City Council. With concurrence of the Council President, an item 
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may be added to the Council agenda up to noon Friday. Items for placement on the agenda of 

upcoming Council meetings shall, in the absence of the Council Clerk, be submitted to the office of 

the City Manager. Every effort shall be made to have all matters that are submitted for placement on 

the agenda accompanied by materials sufficient to inform Council members of the nature and purpose 

of the agenda item. 

 

7.3  If the timing of an event does not allow a proclamation to be submitted in accordance with Rule 

7.2, any member shall notify the Council President and the Council Clerk as soon as possible. Any 

proclamation issued in this manner shall be subject to ratification by the City Council at its next 

meeting, at which time the proclamation shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 

 

7.4  Items submitted by members shall be placed on the agenda, unless the Council President removes 

an item and informs the sponsoring member why such action was taken. In the instance that an item is 

removed from the agenda by the Council President, said item shall be placed on the agenda of the 

subsequent meeting, at the request of the sponsoring member. 

 

7.5  The agenda for each regular meeting of the City Council, together with copies of matters to be 

considered shall be delivered by the Council Clerk to the members not later than 5:00 p.m. on the 

Friday preceding such regular meeting. 

 

7.6  The Council Clerk is authorized and directed by these rules to order and publish notice of hearings 

on petitions presented which require such public hearing by the City Council. Such petition/s and 

supporting materials, including signatures shall be forwarded to Council members prior to the public 

hearing.  

 

7.7  The Council Clerk shall prepare the draft minutes of each regular City Council meeting and shall 

provide a copy to each member no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Monday following the meeting, or by 

5:00 p.m. on the third business day following a special meeting. If necessary, exceptions to this 

timetable may be made by the Council President. 

 

1. The draft minutes shall include a copy of Council Clerk’s summary of the meeting, including 

motions and seconds, votes, and major points raised by Council members and members of the 

public.  The names of the public speakers will be included as possible.  

 

2. The Council Clerk shall note in the official minutes of all regular and special meetings of the City 

Council the names of all elected officials and invited guests as possible. 

 

3. Members shall provide the Council Clerk all agenda submissions in electronic form. 

 

4. Members may propose corrections of factual errors/or additional comments. Corrections of factual 

errors shall identify the specific information in the draft minutes that is in error and, if approved by 

the Council, shall result in a change in the body of the minutes. Additional comments shall 

elaborate upon remarks and comments made by the member at the Council meeting if approved by 

the Council, shall be appended to the final minutes. Additional comments shall be limited to one 

page. Corrections or additions shall be delivered to the Council Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. of 

the Thursday preceding the next regular Council meeting. In the case of a special meeting, such 

submission deadline shall be at noon on the fifth business day following the day of delivery of the 

draft minutes. In voting on the acceptance of the minutes at the following City Council meeting, 
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the City Council shall take a single vote on the draft minutes including corrections and additions, 

unless any single member requests separate votes.  

 

5. In the event that a member submits a written request for a correction or addition on the publication 

of the agenda prior to a regular City Council meeting, the minutes shall be automatically laid on 

the Table at the City Council meeting, and not taken up until the subsequent Council meeting so as 

to allow members the opportunity to consider fully such corrections or additions prior to the vote 

for the acceptance of the minutes. 

 

6. If a motion is made to table the draft minutes for the purpose of amending or modifying the 

minutes, and this motion is approved by the City Council, the councilor who made this motion 

shall provide to the Council Clerk such amendments/modifications in writing within 5 business 

days of the action to table the minutes. All amendments/modifications will be provided to the 

Council Clerk and included in materials forwarded to councilors for the next meeting of the City 

Council. 

 

7. Other than typing errors, any correction or addition to the draft minutes must be approved by a 

majority vote of the City Council. 

 

8. Upon acceptance of the draft minutes by a vote of the City Council, the Council Clerk shall revise 

the draft minutes to incorporate corrections and append additions accepted by the City Council, 

and shall file the final minutes with the City Clerk within one week of the City Council’s vote of 

acceptance. 

 

9. Typing errors, whether in the draft or final minutes, should be reported to the Council Clerk who 

will be responsible for correcting the errors. The correction of typing errors in the draft or final 

minutes will not require a Council vote. 

 

 

7.8  The Council Clerk shall distribute all Council-related documents electronically. Paper copies of 

any Council-related document can be provided upon request.  

 

7.9  Pursuant to release of Executive Session minutes, every three months the Council President shall 

consult with the City Attorney to determine whether the purpose of keeping Executive Session 

meeting minutes and accompanying material withheld from the public is still met. Once it has been 

agreed that such records are no longer exempt from the Public Records Law, the City Council shall 

vote to release such minutes and other materials in the same manner as with meeting minutes of open 

meetings. 

 

7.10 Requests for Information and questions raised by Council members and accompanying responses 

and answers will be posted to the Council web page within a 14-day period. 

 

 

Rule 8. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

8.1  The Order of Business for regular meetings of the City Council, which order shall not be departed 

from except by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members present, shall be as follows:  

 

Call of the Roll 
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Pledge of Allegiance 

Public Forum 

Examination of records of previous meetings 

President’s Report 

Presentations of petitions, proclamations, and similar papers and matters 

Motions for reconsideration 

Unfinished business from prior meetings 

Public Hearings 

Informational Presentations 

Motions, Ordinances, Order, and Resolutions 

Reports of Committees 

New Business 

Communications from the City Manager 

Consideration of nomination for appointments 

Requests for Information/Review of List of Pending Matters 

Announcements 

Public Forum 

Recess or adjournment 

 

8.2  The posted notice of the Agenda for the City Council shall state this order of business. 

 

8.3  All matters and items of business appearing on the agenda of the City Council shall be taken up in 

the order in which they appear on said agenda, shall be subject to full and open debate, and shall be 

disposed of by vote or other action of the City Council prior to consideration of any other item of 

business. 

 

8.4  To comply with the Open Meeting Law, no item shall be brought up for a discussion or vote under 

New Business, unless it was not reasonably anticipated more than 48 hours before the meeting and is 

of a time-sensitive nature such that it would be detrimental to wait until it could be placed as a motion 

on the agenda of the next Council meeting. 

 

8.5  To comply with the Open Meeting Law, each Committee report on the agenda shall specify the 

action items, if any, that the City Council will be asked to vote on during the meeting. 

 

8.6  No matter or item of business shall be referred to committee except for one or more of the 

following purposes: 

  

a) for study and report to a subsequent meeting; 

b) for the purpose of drafting an ordinance, order, or resolution; 

c) for the purpose of gathering information from persons with knowledge of or interest in matters 

of importance to the Council, or 

d) for any other purpose by an affirmative vote of the members. 

 

8.7  Action by the City Council regarding appointments by the City Manager or other persons, which 

appointments shall require confirmation by the City Council, shall be received and automatically 

referred to the appropriate committee for hearing, review, and recommendation. If within thirty days 

of the City Council meeting where the appointment was presented, the committee takes no action to 

schedule a meeting for interviews; or if subsequent meetings are required and the committee takes no 
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action to schedule subsequent meetings, then the Council Clerk shall automatically place a motion for 

a confirmation vote on the agenda of the next scheduled City Council meeting. 

 

8.8  Each committee shall provide a report to the City Council on any meetings it held within thirty 

days. The report will subsequently be included on the next regularly-scheduled City Council meeting 

agenda in compliance with all applicable council rules. 

   

8.9  A member who makes a request for information shall, no later than the next business day, provide 

a written summary of his/her request to the City Manager and a copy to the Council Clerk for 

inclusion in the minutes of the meeting when the request was made. A member who considers the 

response to his or her request for information to be inadequate or incomplete may repeat or 

supplement the request at one subsequent meeting. If, after the second request, the member feels that 

the response is inadequate or incomplete and wishes to request further information on the same or 

substantially the same matter, he or she must make a motion seeking a vote of the majority of the 

Council for his or her request. 

 

8.10  No ordinance, order, resolution, or proclamation shall be received or acted upon unless submitted 

by a member of the City Council or the City Manager. 

    

8.11  A petition or other matter which shall have been rejected by the members shall not be presented to 

the City Council for consideration in the same form or in a petition or other matter embodying 

substantially the same subject matter until the expiration of six months following said rejection, unless 

reintroduced shall have received prior approval in writing by not less than two-thirds of the entire City 

Council.  

 

Rule 9. ENACTING STYLE 

 

9.1  All laws enacted by the City Council shall be entitled ordinances and the enacting style shall be: 

“Be It Ordained by the Watertown City Council”. All actions by which the City Council expresses its 

will shall be entitled orders and the enacting style shall be: “Be it Ordered by the Watertown City 

Council”. In all actions by which the City Council expresses its opinions, principles, or purposes shall 

be entitled resolutions and the enacting style shall be: “Be it Resolved by the Watertown City 

Council”. In all actions by which the City Council congratulates or thanks an individual(s) or 

organization(s), or marks a holiday, occasion, or event shall be entitled proclamations and the enacting 

style shall be: “Be it Proclaimed by the Watertown City Council”. 

    

9.2  All ordinances, orders, resolutions, and proclamations approved by the City Council, and other 

matters in the discretion of the Council, shall be signed by the Council President and the Council 

Clerk. Ordinances, orders, and resolutions shall also be signed after each meeting by an additional 

individual councilor (other than the Council President) on a rotating basis according to seniority. For 

proclamations, the additional councilor may be the sponsoring councilor. If no documents requiring 

signature are approved at a meeting, the councilor with signature responsibility at that meeting 

continues in that role until such time as a meeting requires his or her signature. If a councilor misses 

his or her turn in the rotation due to absence or other reason, the signature responsibility rotates to the 

next councilor. 

 

Rule 10. ORDINANCES 
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10.1  Upon introduction, every proposed ordinance shall receive its first reading and shall then be 

referred for hearing and consideration to the Committee on Rules and Ordinances singly or jointly 

with such committee that shall be appropriate with such recommendation by a vote of the full Council. 

 

10.2  Except in the instance of a special emergency involving the health and safety of the people or their 

property, no ordinance, loan order, borrowing or bond authorization shall be passed finally on the date 

of its first introduction. Any such emergency shall first be defined and declared in a preamble to the 

vote of the City Council, said preamble to be adopted upon a separate call of the roll and receive the 

affirmative votes of not less than two-thirds of all the members.  

 

10.3  When a proposed ordinance is reported out of a committee, it is subject to debate and amendment 

by the City Council. The proposed ordinance shall be published in accordance with Section 2-8 (c) of 

the Watertown City Charter prior to a public hearing.  

 

10.4  Every ordinance, or order involving a bond issue or other action pledging the credit of the City 

shall, before final action and passage by the City Council, be referred to the City Attorney or Bond 

Counsel, who shall forthwith examine same and advise the members regarding legality and notify the 

City Council of his/her findings in writing.  

 

Rule 11. COMMITTEES 

 

11.1  As soon as practicable following the organization of the City Council, the President shall appoint 

chairs, vice-chairs, secretaries, and members of the following standing committees: 

 

Committee of the Whole: To consist of all members of the Council with the President as Chair, 

to deal with all matters referred to it by the Council. 

 

Committee on Budget and Fiscal Oversight: To consist of three members of the Council, to 

consider matters pertaining to the City Budget and any other fiscal matters referred to it by the 

Council. 

 

Committee on Climate and Energy: To consist of three members of the Council, to monitor and 

consider policy guidance on the implementation of the Watertown Climate and Energy Plan.  

 

Committee on Economic Development and Planning: To consist of three members of the 

Council, to consider matters pertaining to planning, development, redevelopment, zoning and land 

use. 

 

Committee on Education and School System Matters: To consist of three members of the 

Council, to consider matters involving the School Department and education generally. 

 

Committee on Human Services: To consist of three members of the Council, to consider matters 

pertaining to the Council on Aging, Social Service programs, Veterans Services, Public Health, 

Affordable Housing, and Library. 

 

Committee on Parks and Recreation: To consist of three members of the Council, to consider 

matters pertaining to Parks, Recreation, and the Skating Arena. 
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Committee on Personnel and City Organization: To consist of three members of the Council, to 

consider matters involving City personnel, including Civil Service and proposals for organization 

or reorganization of the City’s departments and agencies. 

 

Committee on Public Safety: To consist of three members of the Council, to consider matters 

pertaining to the Police, Fire, and Civil Defense departments of the City. 

 

Committee on Public Works: To consist of three members of the Council, to consider matters 

pertaining to the Department of Public Works, and the Conservation Commission. 

 

Committee on Rules and Ordinances: To consist of three members of the Council, to consider 

the advisability and merit of proposed new ordinances or amendments to current ordinances, 

including the form and legality thereof; and all related legal matters, together with the City 

Attorney. 

 

Committee on State, Federal, and Regional Government: To consist of three members of the 

Council, to consider matters involving the Election Commission and City Clerk, and to serve as a 

liaison between the City and Federal Government and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 

its authorities, regional bodies, and political subdivisions. 

 

11.2  City Council may from time to time establish other special or standing committees as it shall deem 

necessary or appropriate, which special or standing committees shall be appointed by the President as 

soon as practicable following the establishment thereof. 

 

11.3  The terms of membership on committees shall be the same as the terms of the City Council.  

 

11.4  Following the President’s appointment of all committee members, the Council shall determine 

whether matters referred to committee but not acted upon by the prior Council shall be referred to a 

committee of the current Council. No matters referred to committee by a prior Council which have not 

been acted upon shall be taken up by a committee of the current Council unless referred by vote of the 

current Council. Referrals for matters that have been acted upon by a Council committee shall be 

considered ongoing. 

    

11.5  Every committee to which a matter has been referred shall meet within a reasonable time to 

consider such matter. If the chair of the committee fails to call a meeting within 30 days of a referral, a 

majority of the committee may call a meeting. The Council may at any time vote to revoke a referral 

and take up a matter previously referred to committee or refer the matter to a different committee.  

 

11.6  Each committee shall cause records to be kept of its proceedings. 

 

11.7  It is the goal of the City Council to actively involve citizens in the work of city government 

through Council committees. All committees are encouraged to work with community and 

neighborhood groups and committees on issues that relate to these groups' mandates and interests.  

 

11.8 If appropriate, City Council members shall make referral(s) to standing Committee(s) after first 

having communicated the essence of said referral(s) to the appropriate Department Head(s) or 

equivalent and received a response from said Department Head(s) or equivalent, regarding said 

referral. Referrals customarily made to Committee on an annual or otherwise regular basis, for 
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example as required by City Charter, or deemed an emergency or time sensitive by the Council 

President, are exempt from this provision. 

 

Rule 12. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COUNCIL 

 

12.1  The Council Clerk shall provide each member with a copy of all communications addressed to the 

City Council as a body or to the President or Clerk on matters of interest to the entire City Council, 

which would not in the course of regular business of the City Council be referred thereto for 

appropriate action. 

 

Rule 13. ADMISSION WITHIN THE RAIL 

 

13.1  No person shall approach the Council table in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Chamber or enter the 

Council Office, except upon permission of the President or other presiding officer. 

 

13.2  No member of the City Council shall take the podium without the permission of the Council 

President or other presiding officer.  

  

Rule 14. RECORDING OF MEETINGS 

 

14.1  Except as otherwise authorized by General Law, any member or member of the public shall be 

permitted to make an audio or video recording of any regular or special meeting of the City Council, 

provided however, that such member or member of the public, shall have given notice of his/her intent 

to make such a recording to the presiding officer prior to the start of any such meeting to be so 

recorded and that the presiding officer shall announce at the start of each meeting that it is being 

recorded. 

 

Rule 15. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

15.1  All members of the public are invited to speak at the first Public Forum at the beginning of a City 

Council meeting. A member of the public wishing to speak at the first Public Forum must place his or 

her name on a list that the Council Clerk will make available at the meeting location prior to the 

scheduled start of the meeting. The presiding officer shall recognize speakers at the first Public Forum 

in the order in which their names appear on the list. All members of the public are also invited to 

speak at the second Public Forum at the end of a City Council meeting. 

 

15.2  At the first Public Forum, a member of the public shall state his or her name and address before 

making any remarks or asking any questions, shall limit his or her remarks or questions to matters of 

City business or to items that are on the posted agenda for the meeting but are not scheduled for a 

public hearing, and shall speak for no more than two minutes. 

 

15.3  At the second Public Forum, a member of the public shall state his or her name and address before 

making any remarks or asking any questions and shall speak for no more than two minutes. 

 

15.4  During any public forum, there shall be no direct reply to the speaker or comment from Council 

members. Should the topic be a policy matter, the City Council President shall provide a response, 

which shall also be provided to the full City Council and posted on the Council web page. Should the 

topic be an administrative matter, the City Manager shall provide a response, which shall also be 

provided to the full City Council and posted on the City website. 
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15.5  All members of the public are also invited to speak at any Public Hearing and, at the presiding 

officer’s discretion, during or following the Council’s discussion of the topic of the Public Hearing. 

The presiding officer shall recognize those wishing to speak in the order they raise their hand.  

 

15.6  All members of the public recognized by the presiding officer to speak during a Public Hearing or 

during or following the Council’s discussion of the topic of the Public Hearing shall state his or her 

name and address before making any remarks or asking any questions, shall limit his or her remarks 

or questions to matter of the Public Hearing, and shall speak for no more than two minutes. He or she 

may be recognized by the presiding officer to speak a second time on the topic of the Public Hearing 

for no more than two minutes but only after all other members of the public wishing to speak have 

spoken once. 

 

15.7  Copies of Rule 15 shall be made available to the public at all meetings of the Council. 

 

Rule 16. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

 

16.1  In all matters of parliamentary procedure not provided for in General Law, the City Charter, City 

by-laws, or ordinances, or these rules, the City Council shall be governed by “Robert’s Rules of 

Order, Newly Revised”. 

 

Rule 17. AMENDMENT OR SUSPENSION OF THE RULES 

 

17.1  In so far as these rules are not statutory in source or origin, the same may be amended, suspended 

or repealed at any meeting by two-thirds vote of all the members. In the event that action taken by the 

City Council shall be inconsistent with these rules, such action shall be deemed to have been taken in 

suspension thereof, provided however, that the members concur in such action. 

 

Rule 18. DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS 

 

18.1  This dispute resolution process is intended to provide a framework to resolve disputes pertaining 

to work-related matters and the professional manner in which Councilors and employees of the City 

Council interact. Disputes may arise from a variety of issues. This process may be used to resolve 

disputes arising between Council employees as well as between Council employees and Councilors. 

This process is not intended for use in resolving disputes between Councilors. This process does not 

replace any rights that City Councilors or Council employees have under any applicable Federal or 

State Laws. 

 

It is hoped that most disputes will be resolved fairly and amicably among the parties without having to 

utilize this formal process. It is further hoped that matters not resolved informally between the parties 

can be resolved working with the Council President. 

 

The process consists of three steps as follows: 

 

Step 1: Council President 

To initiate the Dispute Resolution Process the employee(s) or Councilor(s) shall file a written 

complaint with the Council President outlining the matter under dispute. After receiving a complaint, 

the Council President must meet with both parties to the dispute within fifteen days (or by the date of 

the next regularly scheduled full City Council meeting, whichever is later) to attempt to resolve the 
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matter. After meeting with the parties, the Council President must make a decision on the matter 

within seven days. If either party disagrees with the Council President’s decision, they may appeal the 

decision in writing within seven days. If the decision is not appealed within seven days, the decision is 

considered final. 

 

Appeals involving the City Council employees, except the City Manager, must be made in writing to 

the Chair of the Personnel and City Organization Committee for an appeal hearing at Step 2. Appeals 

involving the City Manager must be made in writing to the Council President for an appeal hearing at 

Step 3. 

 

The Dispute Resolution Process begins at Step 1 except in the following instances: 

(a) In the event that the Council President is a part to the dispute, the City Council employee(s), 

except the City Manager, must file their written complaint with the Chair of Personnel and City 

Organization Committee and proceed directly to Step 2. 

 

(b) In the case of a dispute between the Council President and the City Manager, the written 

complaint must be filed with the Vice President of the City Council for a hearing before the full 

City Council at Step 3. 

 

Step 2: Personnel and City Organization Committee 

 

Upon receipt of a complaint or appeal, the Chair of Personnel and City Organization Committee must 

schedule a hearing on the dispute within fifteen days (or by the date of the next regularly scheduled 

full City Council meeting, whichever is later). The hearing will be held in Executive Session unless 

the employee requests an open session in writing. After hearing the dispute, the Committee will meet 

in Executive Session to make their decision on the matter by simple majority. The Chair of Personnel 

and City Organization Committee must then issue the Committee’s decision within seven days. If 

either party disagrees with the Personnel and City Organization Committee’s decision, they may 

appeal the ruling in writing within seven days. If the decision is not appealed within seven days, the 

decision is considered final. Appeals must be filed in writing with the Council President (or Vice 

President if the Council President is a party to the dispute). 

 

Step 3: Full City Council  

 

Upon receipt of a complaint or appeal, the Council President (or Vice President if the Council 

President is a party to the dispute) must schedule a hearing on the dispute before the full City Council 

within fifteen days (or at the next regularly scheduled full City Council meeting, whichever is later). 

The hearing will be held in Executive Session unless the employee requests an open session in 

writing. After hearing the dispute, the Council will meet in Executive Session to make a decision on 

the dispute by simple majority. The Council President (or Vice President if the Council President is a 

party to the dispute) must then issue the City Council’s decision on the matter within seven days. The 

decision of the full City Council shall be final.  

 

Rule 19. SANCTIONS FOR VIOLATION OF RULES 

 

19.1  The Council may, by a majority vote, approve a motion to sanction any member who, after being 

given a warning by the presiding officer, again violates the Rules of the Council or the City Charter. 

Sanctions that the Council may impose include a reprimand, censure, and loss of committee chair or 

membership. All proceedings and actions related to this motion shall be conducted in executive 
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session and shall comply with provisions of the Massachusetts Open Meeting Law, including but not 

limited to the provision that the subject member shall be given written notice at least forty-eight hours 

prior to consideration of any such action by the Council. If the Council chooses to consider such 

action in open session or the subject member exercises his or her right under the Open Meeting Law to 

require that the action be considered in open session, the subject member may speak on his or her own 

behalf and may have counsel or a representative present to advise him or her. However, the counsel or 

representative may not speak in the meeting. 

 

 

DEFINITIONS  -TBD- 
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Attachment 1. Proposed Demolition Delay Ordinance (amendment to replace 
the existing ordinance with the ordinance below): 

§ 153.01 PURPOSE

This chapter is enacted for the purpose of preserving and protecting significant
buildings within the City of Watertown (formerly known as the Town of Watertown and
hereinafter “City”) which are outside designated local Historic Districts and to
encourage owners of the buildings to seek out persons who might be willing to
purchase, preserve, rehabilitate, or restore the buildings rather than demolish
them.  To achieve these purposes, the Watertown Historical Commission (the
"Commission") is empowered to make certain determinations related to the issuance
of permits for demolition or substantial demolition of significant buildings.  The
issuance of demolition permits for significant buildings is regulated as provided in this
chapter.

§ 153.02  DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

APPLICANT-Any person or entity who files an application for a demolition
permit.  If  the  applicant is not the owner of the premises upon which the
building is situated, the owner must indicate on or with the application
his/her assent to the filing of the application.

APPLICATION-An application for the demolition of a building or for renovations or
alterations that constitute a substantial demolition as defined herein.

BUILDING-Any combination of materials forming a shelter for persons,
animals, or property.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER - The person occupying the office
of Building Commissioner or otherwise authorized to issue
demolition permits.

COMMISSION – The Watertown  Historical Commission or its
designee.

DEMOLITION-Any act of pulling down, destroying, removing, dismantling
or razing a   building, or commencing the work of total or substantial
destruction with the intent of completing the same.

DEMOLITION PERMIT - The building permit issued by the Building
Commissioner for a demolition or partial demolition of a building,
excluding a building permit issued solely for the demolition of the interior
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of a building. 
 

PREFERABLY PRESERVED - Any significant building which the 
Commission determines, following a public hearing, is in the public interest 
to preserve rather than demolish. A preferably preserved building is 
subject to imposition of  a   demolition delay period as set forth in  this  
ordinance. 

 
SIGNIFICANT BUILDING – Any building or portion thereof not within an 
Historic District which is fifty years or more old and which has been 
determined by the Commission or its      designee to be significant based on 
any of the following criteria: 

• The Building is importantly associated with one or more 
historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 
cultural, political, economic or social   history of the City or the 
Commonwealth; or 

• The Building is historically or architecturally important (in terms of 
period, style, method of building construction or association with a 
recognized architect or builder) either by itself or in the context of 
a group of buildings. 
 

SUBSTANTIAL DEMOLITION- Proposed renovation, alteration or other 
work on a building that is tantamount to demolition because it involves the 
pulling down, destruction or removal of a substantial portion of the exterior 
of a building or structure or the removal of architectural elements which 
define or contribute to the historic character.  

  § 153.03 PERMIT APPLICATION 
 
(A) No demolition permit for a building which is in whole or in part fifty 
years or more old           shall be issued without following the provisions of 
this ordinance. If a building is of unknown age, it shall be assumed 
that the building is over 50 years old for the purposes  of this ordinance.  
If the proposed work on a building which is in whole or in part fifty 
years or more old constitutes a substantial demolition, the building 
permit to renovate or alter the building shall be forwarded to the 
Commission as set forth in sub-division C below.  Said applicant does 
not need to file a separate application for a demolition permit unless 
and until there is a written determination that the building is significant. 
 
(B) An applicant proposing to demolish a building subject to this 
ordinance shall file with the   Building Commissioner an application 
containing the following information: 
 

(1) The address of the building to be demolished. 
(2) The owner's name, address and telephone number. 
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(3) A description of the building. 
(4) The reason for requesting a demolition permit, including information on the 

building’s condition if this is a reason for demolition. 
(5) A brief description of the proposed reuse, reconstruction or replacement. 
(6) A photograph or photograph(s) of the building. 

           
(C) The Building Commissioner shall within seven days forward a copy 
of the application to   the Chair of  the Commission (or Acting Chair, if 
applicable) and a second commission member designated by the Chair 
to conduct a preliminary review (the “Chair’s designee”). The Chair  and 
the Chair’s designee shall, within fifteen days after receipt of the 
application, make a written determination if the building is not significant 
. 
(D) Upon determination by the Chair and the Chair’s designee that the 
building is not significant, the Commission shall so advise the Building 
Commissioner and applicant in writing. The    Building Commissioner may 
then issue the demolition or building permit. 

 
(F)  The Commission shall hold a public hearing at its next regularly 
scheduled meeting on all applications reviewed for historic significance 
which did not receive a written determination that the buildingor buildings 
were not significant. Public notice of the time, place and purpose of the 
hearing shall be disseminated as follows: 
 

(1) on an internet website operated by the City of Watertown 
and on an internet website operated by a local newspaper at 
least 14 days before the hearing; 

(2) written notice posted in the Administration building and the 
Watertown Free Public Library at least 14 days before the 
hearing; and  

(3) written notice mailed to the applicant, to the owners of all 
property deemed by the Commission to be affected thereby 
as they appear on the most recent local tax list, and to the 
other persons as the Commission shall deem entitled to 
notice at least 7 days before the hearing. 

 
(G) The Commission shall decide at the public hearing whether the 
building is significant and whether it should be preferably 
preserved. If the Commission determines that the demolition of the 
significant building would be detrimental to the historical 
architectural heritage or resources of the City, the building shall be 
considered a preferably preserved significant building. The 
determination of the Commission may be postponed if agreed in       
writing by the applicant. The Commission shall notify the Building 
Commissioner and applicant in writing if the Commission 
determines that the building is not preferably preserved.  The  
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Building Commissioner may then issue the demolition permit. 
 

(H) If the Commission determines that the building is preferably 
preserved, the Commission shall notify the Building Commissioner and 
applicant in writing. No demolition permit may then be issued during the 
time period set by the Commission, starting from the date of the 
determination, and lasting no more than twenty-four months.  

 
(I) No permit for demolition of a building determined to be a preferably 
preserved building shall be granted until all plans for future use and 
development of the site have been filed with the Building Commissioner 
and have found to comply with all laws pertaining to the issuance of a 
building permit or if for a parking lot, a certificate of occupancy for that 
site. All approvals necessary for the issuance of such building permit or 
certificate of occupancy including without limitation any necessary zoning 
variances or special permits, must be granted and all appeals from the 
granting of such approvals must be concluded, prior to the issuance of a 
demolition permit under this section. 
 
(J)   The Building Commissioner may issue a demolition permit for a preferably-
preserved significant building at any time after receipt of written communication from 
the Commission to the effect that either: 
 

(1)   The Commission is satisfied that there is no reasonable likelihood that either 
the owner or some other person or group is willing to purchase, preserve, 
rehabilitate or restore the building; or 
(2)   The Commission is satisfied that for at least 6 months the owner has made 
continuing bona fide and reasonable efforts to locate a purchaser to preserve, 
rehabilitate and restore the subject building, and that the efforts have been 
unsuccessful. 
 

    § 153.04 ADMINISTRATION 

 
The Commission may adopt such rules, regulations and guidance as are 
necessary to administer the terms of this ordinance. The Commission is 
authorized to adopt a schedule of reasonable fees to cover the costs  
associated with the administration of this ordinance. The Commission 
may pro-actively develop a list of significant buildings that will be subject 
to this ordinance. Buildings proposed for the significant building list shall 
be added     following a public hearing. 
 

 
  § 153.05  ENFORCEMENT 

 
(A) The Commission and/or the Building Commissioner are each 

Page 138 of 141



5 
 

specifically authorized to institute any and all actions and proceedings, in 
law or equity, as they may deem necessary and appropriate to obtain 
compliance with the requirements of this  chapter or to    prevent a 
threatened violation thereof. 
 
(B) No building permit shall be issued with respect to any premises upon which a 
significant building has been voluntarily demolished in violation of this chapter for a 
period of 2 years after the date of the completion of the demolition unless the building 
permit is for the faithful recreation of the demolished building or unless otherwise 
agreed by the Commission.  As used herein, PREMISES includes the parcel of land 
upon which the demolished significant building was located or any adjoining parcels 
of land under common ownership. 
 
(C) Upon a determination by the Commission that a building is a 
preferably preserved significant building, the owner shall be responsible 
for properly securing the building, to the satisfaction of the Building 
Commissioner.  Should the owner fail to secure the building, the loss of 
the building through fire or other cause shall be considered voluntary 
demolition for the purposes of division (B) of this section. 

 
     § 153.06  EMERGENCY DEMOLITION. 
 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to derogate the authority of the Inspector 
of Buildings (which term includes Building Commissioner) derived from Mass. Gen. 
Laws Ch. 143.  However, before acting pursuant to this chapter, the Building 
Commissioner shall make every reasonable effort to inform the Chair of the 
Historical Commission of his or her intentions to cause demolition before he or she 
initiates the same. 

 
 
   § 153.99  PENALTY 
 

Anyone who demolishes a significant building without first obtaining and complying 
fully with the provisions of a demolition permit in accordance with this chapter will 
be subject to a fine of $300 for each day that the violation continues, in addition to 
any fine that may be imposed for failure to comply with the State Building Code.  
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Attachment 2. Proposed Demolition Delay Regulations:  
 

City of Watertown 
149 Main Street 

Watertown, MA 02472 

 
DEMOLITION DELAY REGULATIONS 

 
These regulations are developed pursuant to the Watertown Demolition Delay Ordinance, Chapter 
153, Sections 1-5 and 99, to enable the Historical Commission to carry out the City’s goal of preserving 
and protecting significant buildings within the City which are outside designated local Historic 
Districts and to encourage owners of the buildings to seek out persons who might be willing to 
purchase, preserve, rehabilitate or restore the buildings rather than demolish them.  Further, the 
regulations are intended to provide clear guidance and requirements for applicants seeking to 
demolish buildings, or undertake renovation or alterations that constitute substantial demolition, of 
significant buildings.    
 
The regulations shall take effect when the 2022 Demolition Delay Ordinance is enacted.  
 

I. Procedural Requirements  
A. A copy of these regulations, and any additional written guidance on the operation of the 

Demolition Delay Ordinance, shall be available to all applicants for demolition permits or 
renovation/alteration permits, in a manner to be determined by the Department of 
Community Development and Planning.  

B. All applicants for renovation/alteration permits shall provide sufficient information in the 
application to allow municipal staff to determine the scope of the proposed work.    

C. If any application for renovation/alteration permit is determined to involve a scope of 
proposed work that constitutes substantial demolition, as defined in Section II of these 
regulations, and the building, or any part, is fifty years or more old, the application will be 
reviewed by the Chair of the Historical Commission and the Chair’s designee as set forth in 
the ordinance.  If the building is determined not to be of historical significance, the 
Building Department will proceed with its usual review of the application.  Otherwise, the 
application will be referred to the full Historical Commission for a public hearing and 
further consideration under the Demolition Delay Ordinance.  

D. Any renovation/alteration application referred to the full Historical Commission shall 
supplement its initial application by providing the following information to the 
Commission as soon as possible:  
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1. A description of the building. 
2. The reason for requesting a building permit, including information on the building’s 

condition if this is a reason for removing parts of the building. 
3. A brief description of the proposed reuse, reconstruction or replacement of parts of the 

building. 
4. A photograph or photograph(s) of the building of the building parts that are proposed 

to be removed.  
           

II. Substantial Demolition 

A. Substantial demolition is the proposed renovation, alteration or other work on a 
building that is tantamount to demolition because it involves the pulling down, 
destruction or removal of a substantial portion of the exterior of a building or 
structure or the removal of architectural elements which define or contribute to the 
historic character. 

B. Municipal staff will deem any of the following as substantial demolition: 

1. Removal of 50% or more of a roof (for example, raising the overall height of a roof,     
rebuilding the roof to a different pitch, or adding another story to a building). 

2. Removal of any part of a roof if the ridge line is changed. 

3. Removal of any exterior wall. 
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