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Mark S. Sideris,  
Council President 
 
Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., 
Vice President & 
District C Councilor 
 
John M. Airasian, 
Councilor At Large 
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Councilor At Large 
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Councilor At Large 

Nicole Gardner, 
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Watertown City Council
Administration Building

149 Main Street
Watertown, MA 02472
Phone: 617-972-6470

COMMITTEE OF THE BUDGET AND FISCAL OVERSIGHT MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2022 AT 7:00 PM 

RICHARD E. MASTRANGELO COUNCIL CHAMBER 
AGENDA

 
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Purpose

A. Increase in the Base of the Retiree COLA

B. Review of the Water and Sewer Rate Study

C. Set Priorities for Federal Funds from the American Rescue Plan Act

4. Adjournment

CC: Thomas Tracy - Acting City Manager
Steven Magoon - Acting Deputy City Manager
Gregory St. Louis - DPW Superintendent
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RESOLUTION/ ORDER 
 

WHEREAS, the Federal American Rescue Plan (ARPA) is a response by the 
federal government to address the Covid 19 pandemic by distributing $1.9 trillion 
in federal dollars, and in particular a direct allocation of $350 billion to state, 
county and municipal governments; 
 
WHEREAS, the state Department of Revenue has estimated that the Town of 
Watertown is slated to receive an additional, unplanned $7 million, beyond the 
$3.5million that Watertown has previously received for direct Covid-related 
reimbursements, in direct municipal aid distribution to achieve the Covid recovery 
goals of ARPA; 
 
WHEREAS, the new ARPA Funds may be used to replace revenue lost or reduced 
as a result of the pandemic, fund COVID-related costs, provide support to aid 
households and businesses impacted by the crisis, invest in economic recovery and 
renewal, fund investments in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure and other 
unique purposes; 
 
WHEREAS, the spending purposes of the federal government funds are much 
broader than the spending purposes for which Watertown may appropriate local tax 
revenues and state funds; 
 
WHEREAS, the new revenues present once in a lifetime, unpredented 
opportunities to allow Watertown to move in many positive directions, based upon 
the Town’s prioritization of funding purposes presented with the ARPA funds; 
 
WHEREAS, any and all spending decisions for use of the ARPA funds requires 
an appropriation by Town Council; 
 
AND WHEREAS, the Committee on Budget and Fiscal Oversight is charged with 
organizing Town Coumcil budget and policy priority guidelines for the Town’s 
annual budget, and the Watertown Home Rule Charter instructs that the Town 
Council shall provide policy guidance to the Town Manager; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED/ORDERED that this Town Council 
make a referral to the Committee on Budget and Fiscal Oversight to convene and 
plan budget and policy prioritization for the spending of the Town’s once in a 
lifetime ARPA funds in a manner that reflects the priorities of the Town Council. 
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