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August 25, 2025 

Ms. Susan C. Jenness 
Clerk for Historic Preservation 
City of Watertown 
Office of Conservation and Historic Preservation 
124 Watertown Street Room 2-A 
Watertown, MA, 02472-2576 
 
RE: 45 Mt. Auburn Street                                    

Demolition Delay Application  

Dear Ms. Jenness: 

On behalf of the Triad Group, I am pleased to submit for the review and consideration of the 
Watertown Historical Commission, the enclosed demolition delay application for 45 Mt. Auburn 
Street.  The Triad Group proposes to remove the building and construct a new mix-use building 
including affordable and market rate housing as well as retail spaces (the Project).  Recognizing 
potential concerns about the preservation of  45 Mt. Auburn Street, the Project also includes 
mitigation measures for the loss of the building.   

The enclosed application includes the following: 

• A brief Project narrative  
• Signed existing site plan and proposed drawings 
• Existing conditions photographs 
• Letters of support.  

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed materials, or require any additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (978) 461-6261. 

 
Sincerely, 
EPSILON ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 
Brian Lever 
 
Principal 
   
cc: Triad Group 
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25-0208/Triad Group  1 Epsilon Associates, Inc. 

45 Mt. Auburn Street Demolition Application 

Existing Condition and History 

The building at 45 Mt. Auburn Street was constructed circa 1895 in Queen Anne style.  The building is two 
and a half stories, measuring roughly four by seven bays with a rectangular footprint.  The building has a 
exposed brick foundation and clapboard siding with wood trim at the first story and wood shingles at the 
second, and third stories.  The roof is a gable roof with slate shingles and a brick chimney.  With the 
exception of the front entry door, all windows and doors throughout the building have been replaced.  
Replacement windows located throughout the building are vinyl double-hung windows. The building is 
not included in the Inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of the Commonwealth and is not listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places.  An existing site plan is in Attachment A. 

Since its construction, the building has been used for a variety of purposes including a residence, funeral 
home, office, and hair salon.  The successive changes in use have resulted in a number of changes to the 
building.  On the façade, a large modern display window has been installed with all of the other windows 
being replaced overtime.  The first floor has been renovated repeatedly with the changes of use.  By 1936 
the building was renovated for use as a funeral home.  In 1959, the roof was replaced over the front porch.  
In 1996 the interior was renovated for office use.  In 2002, the siding was replaced and interior remodeled 
again, this time for use as a hair salon.  At some point in the building’s history, the rear porch was also 
infilled in clapboard siding.   
 
The building has some areas of disrepair including wood rot and holes in the cornice at the façade and 
west elevation.  The  roof slate has been repeatedly patched and repaired with mismatched slate.  Existing 
conditions photographs are provided in Attachment B. 
 
Proposed Project 

The Triad Group is proposing to remove 45 Mt. Auburn Street as part of a mix-use development including 
ground floor retail spaces and 150 residential units at the upper floors including affordable housing units 
and  parking spaces. The proposed building will be five stories with the top floor set back from Mt. Auburn 
Street to reduce its apparent mass.  The roughly U-shaped building will have a center courtyard space, 
underground parking, and surface parking along the existing parking lot and driveway connecting to Taylor 
Street.  Attachment C provides plans of the proposed Project.  
 
Potential Affects to Historic Properties 

As previously stated, the building is not included in the Inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of 
the Commonwealth or listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  The building has been altered over 
time inside and out and no significant events or persons are known to be associated with any of the 
buildings.  The proponent in consideration of the building’s age is willing to donate the building to a person 
or organization willing to move it to another location.  In addition, should no one come forward interested 
in moving the building, the proponent is willing to contact architectural salvage companies to see if they 
are willing to remove and recycle portions of the building for use in other projects along with other 
proposed mitigation.  Attachment D, provides letters of support for the proposed Project.   
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ATTACHMENT A: EXISTING SITE PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT B: PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Photograph Location Key

45 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown MA
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45 Mt. Auburn Street 
April 23, 2025

1. View of façade (north elevation) of 45 Mt. Auburn Street.  Note modern display window and 
replacement windows. 41-43 Mt. Auburn Street (right) and 49 Mt. Auburn Street (left).

2. View of façade and east elevation of 45 Mt. Auburn Street.  Note damage at cornice.
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45 Mt. Auburn Street 
April 23, 2025

3. View of façade and west elevation of 45 Mt. Auburn Street. 41-43 Mt. Auburn Street (right) 
and 49 Mt. Auburn Street (left).

4. View of roof and east elevation (background).  Note mismatched slate repair. 49 Mt. Auburn 
Street (foreground). 

Page 16 of 51



45 Mt. Auburn Street 
April 23, 2025

5. View of rear (south) elevation.  Note infill of historic rear porch at first story. 41-43 Mt. Auburn 
Street (left) and 49 Mt. Auburn Street (right).

6. View of rear elevation and west elevation. 49 Mt. Auburn Street (right).
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ATTACHMENT C: PROPOSED RENDERINGS AND SITE PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT D: LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
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M i a l i s a
SALON

April 29, 2025

Watertown Historical Commission

Watertown City Hall

124 Watertown Street

Room 2A

Watertown, MA 02472-4410

S u b j e c t : 45 -49  M t  Aubu rn  S t ree t  Demo l i t i on

Dear Chair  Loukas and Commission Members:

My name is Alisa DePaolis owner of the MiAlisa Salon and a long time tenant at 45 Mt. Auburn Street for

over 24 years. I am aware of the proposed redevelopment of the above referenced property including

the demolition of all structures at 45-59 Mt. Auburn Street. I would like to offer my full support for the

proposed project, knowing full well it means the demolition of my salon at 45 Mount Auburn Street. The

creation of additional rental units and commercial spaces will be a benefit to Watertown Square and the

community as a whole and will enhance the beauty of the Watertown Square Neighborhood. Thank you

and I look forward to seeing this project come to completion.

Sincerely,

A l i a  D e  P a o l i o

Alisa DePaolis

45 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown MA 02472

www.mialisasalon.com

617.926 .0617
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April 29, 2025 

Watertown Historical Commission 

Watertown City Hall 

124 Watertown Street 

Room 2A 

Watertown, MA 02472-4410 

Subject: 45-49 Mt Auburn Street Demolition 

Dear Chair Loukas and Commission Members: 

I am a tenant at 45 Mt. Auburn Street and am aware of the proposed redevelopment of the property 

including the demolition of 45-59 Mt. Auburn Street. I would like to offer my support for the proposed 

project. The creation of additional rental units and commercial spaces will be a benefit to Watertown 

Square and the community as a whole. Andy has been a very thoughtful and attentive landlord and I am 

sure he will do a great job with this project. I look forward to seeing it when it is completed. 

Sincerely, 

� �'n\l� 
Ethan Marsh 

45 Mount Auburn St. 

Apt. 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 
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