






Hi Sargent Sampson! 

It was lovely meeting you this morning, and I'm so thrilled you're taking a look at student pedestrian 
safety at the Lowell Avenue and Carroll Street intersection. 

My husband, Ian, and I have two kids, and our oldest is a third grader at Lowell. We live near the 
Waverley Ave/Lowell Ave intersection and walk to school often. 

As a pedestrian, I've often noted that the intersection at Lowell Ave and Carroll St has poor visibility 
and can be very busy, particularly around the beginning (and presumably end) of the school day. 
There is a brick fence and cars frequently park right at the intersection. If you're walking on the school 
side of Lowell Ave toward the school, it is hard to see if a car is coming before you step into the 
street, especially for kids. Our daughter is now old enough to walk to school herself per school policy. 
We talk about safety on our walk frequently and I'm confident in her pedestrian safety skills. However, 
this particular intersection is concerning enough that I don't feel comfortable letting her navigate it 
alone. As a driver, I have also noted that it can be difficult to assess if there are pedestrians. And 
especially at school arrival time, drivers can be in a hurry. 

Currently, there is no stop sign at that intersection for Carroll Street and no reminder for running-late 
drivers that there is a crosswalk. It would be an ideal intersection for a crossing guard, but I 
understand your staffing challenges. That said, with or without a crossing guard, I see potential to 
improve safety at that intersection. Making it a four way stop, adding a flashing crossing sign or even 
a basic crosswalk warning sign, and/or posting "no parking here to corner" could all help keep our 
young pedestrians safer. 

Thanks so much for looking into this issue! 
Anna 

Anna Scherling 

@annakristina28 
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Address: 4 Repton Circle, Watertown, MA

When writing or responding, please remember that any email sent or received by an employee of the 

City of Watertown is subject to the Massachusetts Public Records Law (M.G.L. c. 66). 
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needed, we were requesting to have the Handicapped parking Space sign 

removed. 

Thank you, 

Kevin and Elizabeth McLaughlin. 

On Jul 23, 2025, at 12:18 PM, Sampson, David 

<dsampson@police.watertown-ma.gov> wrote: 

Good morning Ms. McLaughlin, 

Thank you for your call earlier. When you have a moment, please send me 

an email explaining the ownership change of the residence, when the change 

of ownership took place, and that the sign is no longer needed. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

Sgt. D. Sampson 

Sergeant David Sampson 
Watertown Police Department 
Traffic Division 
552 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
617-972-6547

When writing or responding, please remember that any email sent or received by an employee of 
the City of Watertown is subject to the Massachusetts Public Records Law (M.G.L. c. 66). 
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