
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING  
REMOTE ONLY  

MINUTES  
Wednesday February 12, 2025 at 7:00 pm  

Dangerous Dog Hearing 
  

 PRESENT: Dr. Dominic Amirtharaj, Kim Netter 
  
Staff:   Abbey Myers, Acting Director of Health, Maureen Foley, Clerk Officer 
In attendance: Dan Delpapa, Elaine Maffeo, Mitchell Maffeo  
 
 CALL TO ORDER:  Abbey Myers called the meeting to order 7:03 pm  
         ___________________________________________________________________  
  

 
 
Dangerous Dog Hearing      

Name of dog is Penny, Female Lab mix, 24 Bradford Road 
Ms. Myers stated the owner of Penny, Lauren Sampson was contacted three times via mail and 
constable about this hearing. The bite incident happened on January 14, 2025 when Penny broke 
off from her tether. Bernard was bitten on the rear quarter of his body and received surgery. The 
owner of Bernard, Elaine Maffeo was also hurt.  
 
Ms. Myers shared a power point presentation explaining the qualifications of how a dangerous 
dog is determined. The known facts about the two dogs interaction and possible outcomes 
determined by the BOH.  
 
Dr. Amirtharaj asked about the durability of the tether. Per Ms. Myers, there is no information 
about tether.  

Ms. Maffeo gave her testimony; She stated the dog attach was unprovoked and Penny    
attached to Bernard. Lauren Sampson took a couple of minutes to release her dog from 
Bernard. Ms. Maffeo stated Ms. Sampson did not have full control of her dog. Ms. 
Maffeo stated this event was very traumatizing and she was happy her small child was 
not on the walk with her. Penny has access to the driveway and that is where she came 
from. She stated Lauren Sampson was not sympathetic. Mr. Maffeo stated his wife walks 
Bernard daily on Bradford.  
 
Ms. Netter asked if Bernard and Penny have interacted with each other in the past. Ms. 
Maffeo stated the dogs have not seen each other before. Bernards vet stated Penny’s last 
vet was in Texas.  
 
Ms. Maffeo asked if the dog is deemed dangerous, is the owner of the unit and the dog 
owner informed? Ms. Myers stated if the owner of Penny does not comply with the 
orders determined by the BOH, then the case goes to court.  
 



Ms. Myers stated the Animal Control officer spoke with Ms. Sampson and stated she was 
defiant but agreed to a 10-day quarantine. There is no history of Penny in Massachusetts.  
 
The BOH with make a determination at next weeks scheduled meeting on February 19, 
2025.  

 
The hearing is closed at 7:37 PM 

 
 
Next Meeting 
February 19, 2025 
 
Adjourn:   
Adjourned the meeting at 7:37 PM   
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