
 

Human Rights Commission Meeting 
Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

 
 

Agenda 

 

 
 
  

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  This meeting will be held on January 7, 2025 at 6:30 PM. Location: 3rd Floor 

Conference Room  
 B.  Public may comment through email: dnewton@watertown-ma.gov  
 C.  The public can join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/86169656103  
 

 
1.  Call to Order 
2.  Roll Call 
3.  Acceptance of Minutes 
 A.  Minutes for Previous Meeting  
4.  Discussion 
 A.  HRC Support for Immigrant Community  
5.  Adjournment   

 

Page 1 of 28

https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/86169656103
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/86169656103


MIRA Coalition > Resources > Legal services

Generous Supporter

Charity Gold!

Legal services

The following organizations can provide immigration legal services

through attorneys or BIA-accredited representatives:

Greater Boston Area
Action for Boston Community Development (ABCD)/

Fenway Neighborhood Service Center

714 Parker Street

Roxbury, MA 02120

Ph: (617) 445-6000

Agencia ALPHA

62 Northampton Street, #203

Boston, MA 02118

Ph: 617-522-6382

Catholic Charities Refugee and Immigrant Services

275 West Broadway

South Boston, MA 02127

Ph: (617) 464-8100

Call Monday at 9:00am to leave voicemail to schedule appointment

Centro Presente

12 Bennington Street, Suite 202

East Boston, MA 02145

Ph: (857) 256-2981

De Novo

47 Thorndike Street, Suite SB-LL-1

Cambridge, MA 02141

Ph: (617) 661-1010

East Boston Ecumenical Community Council

50 Meridian Street, Suite B1

East Boston, MA 02128

Ph: (617) 567-2750

Greater Boston Legal Services (Immigration Unit)

197 Friend Street

Boston, MA 02114

Ph: (617) 371-1234/ 800-323-3205

60 Gore Street, Suite 203

Cambridge, MA 02141

Ph: (617) 603-2700 / TTD 617-494-1757

HarborCOV

148 Shawmut Street

Chelsea, MA 02150

Ph: (617) 884-9799

* only for domestic abuse survivors

Justice Bridge Legal Center

UMASS School of Law, Boston O`ce

67 Batterymarch Street, Lower Level

Boston, MA 02110

Ph: (617) 860-3414

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)

c/o Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP

155 Seaport Boulevard, 5th Floor

Boston, MA 02210 / (617) 207-4138

* only for unaccompanied minors

Mayor’s O?ce for Immigrant Advancement

1 City Hall Square, Room 806

Boston, MA 02201-2030

12-2pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month

Ph: (617) 635-4500

Political Asylum/Immigration Representation (PAIR) Project

98 North Washington Street, Suite 106

Boston, MA 02114

Ph: (617) 742- 9296

Project Citizenship

4 Faneuil South Market Building

Suite 4025

Boston, MA 02109

Ph: (617) 694-5949

Rian Immigrant Center

One State Street, Suite 800

Boston, MA 02109

Ph: (617) 542-7654

Victim Rights Law Center

115 Broad Street, 3rd Floor

Boston, MA 02110

Ph: (617) 399-6720, x19

* only for domestic abuse survivors

Central Massachusetts
Ascentria Care Alliance 

11 Shattuck Street

Worcester, MA 01605

Ph: (774) 243-3100

Central West Justice Center

An A`liate of Community Legal Aid

405 Main Street, Fourth Floor

Worcester, MA 01608

Ph: (508) 755-3260/ 855-CLA-LEGAL

MetroWest Legal Services

63 Fountain Street, Suite 304

Framingham, MA 01702

Ph: (508) 620-1830/ 800-696-1501

Western Massachusetts
Ascentria Care Alliance

94 North Elm Street, Suite 401

Westeeld, MA 01085

Ph: (413) 787-0725

Berkshire Immigrant Center

88 South Street

Pittseeld, MA 01201

Ph: (413) 445-4881

Center for New Americans

42 Gothic Street

Northampton, MA 01060

Ph: (413) 587-0084

Community Legal Aid

One Monarch Place, Suite 400

Springeeld, MA 01144

Ph: (413) 781-7814

20 Hampton Avenue, Suite 100

Northampton, MA 01060

Ph: (413) 584-4034

Southeastern Massachusetts
Catholic Social Services of Fall River

1600 Bay Street/ PO Box M/So. Station

Fall River, MA 02724

Ph: (508) 674-4681

Justice Center of Southeast Massachusetts, LLC

A subsidiary of South Coastal Counties Legal Services, Inc.

231 Main Street, #201

Brockton, MA 02301

Ph: (508) 586-2110

University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth – Immigration Law Project

33 Faunce Corner Road

Dartmouth, MA 02747

Ph: (508) 985-1174

Northeast Massachusetts
Northeast Justice Center

181 Union Street, Suite 201B

Lynn,  MA 01901

Ph: (781) 599-7730; 1-888-657-2889

International Institute of New England (Lowell)

15-17 Warren Street, 2nd Floor

Lowell, MA 01852

Ph: (978) 459-9031 / Fax: 978-459-0154

New Hampshire
International Institute of New England (New Hampshire)

1850 Elm Street

Manchester, NH 03103

Ph: (603)647-1500 / Fax: 603-669-5830

Rhode Island
Dorcas International Institute of Rhode Island

220 & 645 Elmwood Avenue

Providence, RI 02907

Ph: (401) 461-5940

National directories:
For an in-depth look at immigration legal providers, services and detention

facilities across the United States, visit the Immigrant Advocates

Network’s National Immigration Legal Services

Directory at http://immigrationadvocates.org/nonproWt/LegalDirectory.

The Executive OYce for Immigration Review (EOIR) offers a list of pro

bono legal service providers in different states. 

Visit https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers-

map for the map.

The Citizenship Works directory will help you end a non-proet

organization near you that is qualieed to help you with your case.

Visit https://www.citizenshipworks.org/Wndlegalhelp for more.

The American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) can refer you to

immigration attorneys across the United States. Find a lawyer

at http://ailalawyer.com.

For more information on how to avoid immigration scams, please

visit: http://uscis.gov/avoid-scams or http://StopNotarioFraud.org.

69 Canal St 3rd joor
Boston, MA 02114
617-350-5480 (voice) |
617-350-5499 (fax)
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
If an immigration officer (ICE) tries to talk to you,

You do not have to 
open the door to 

your home

You can stay silent Try to stay calm 
and do not run

You do not have to 
sign anything

You should speak to 
a lawyer or your 

consulate

It is important to 
have a plan that you 

share with your 
friends and family

For additional information, visit Boston.gov/Immigrants or call 3-1-1 or (617)635-4500
THIS IS ONLY GENERAL INFORMATION. THIS IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE. Page 3 of 28



KONCHE BU DIREITUS
Si pulísia di imigrason (ICE) tenta fala ku bo

Bu ka ten ki abri 
porta di bu kaza

Bu pode fika 
kaladu

Tenta fika kalmu y 
ka bu korre

Bu ka mesti
sina nada

Bu mesti fala ku bu 
adivogadu ó bu 

konsuladu

E inpurtanti pa bu ten 
un planu ki bu ta kon-
partidja ku bus amigus 

y ku bu família

Pa más ajuda, vizita Boston.gov/immigrants ó telefona pa Boston 3-1-1 ó 617 635-4500
ES È SO IMFORMASON GERAL. ES È KA CONSEDJU LEGAL. Page 4 of 28



了解您的权利
如移民局官员(ICE)试图与你交谈,

你可以不打开家门 你可以保持沉默 要试着保持冷静且不要
逃跑

你没有必要签署任何文件 你应当向律师和领事馆
咨询.

你要有一个应急计划，
并且和朋友与家人分享

，这非常重要。

如果需要其他的帮助，请访问boston.gov/immigrants或者拨打波士顿3-1-1或(617) 635-4500热线电话。
这只是一般提议。这不是法律意见. Page 5 of 28



了解您的權利
如果移民局的官員(ICE)試圖與你交談

你可以不打開家門 你可以保持沉默 要試著保持冷靜且不要
逃跑

你沒有必要簽署任何文件 你應當向律師和領事館
咨詢。

你要有一個應急計劃，
並且和家人分享，這非

常重要。

如果需要其他的幫助，請訪問boston.gov/immigrants或者撥打波士頓3-1-1或(617) 635-4500熱線電話。
這只是一般提議。這不是法律意見. Page 6 of 28



SOYEZ INFORMÉS
DE VOS DROITS

Si un agent d'immigration (ICE) essaie de vous parler,

Vous pouvez refuser 
d'ouvrir la porte de 

votre maison

Vous pouvez garder 
le silence

Restez calme et ne 
vous enfuyez pas

Vous n'avez pas à 
signer quoi que ce soit

Vous devriez con-
sulter un avocat et 
communiquer avec 

votre consulat

C'est important d'avoir 
un plan d'urgence que 
vous pouvez partager 
avec vos amis et avec 

votre famille.

Pour plus d'aide, visitez boston.gov/immigrants ou appelez Boston 3-1-1 ou (617) 635-4500
CES CONSEILS NE SONT QUE DES INFORMATIONS GÉNÉRALES ;

CE NE SONT PAS DES AVIS JURIDIQUES. Page 7 of 28



KONN DWA'W
Si yon ofisye imigrasyon eseye pale avè'w,

Ou pa oblije ouvri 
pòt lakay ou bay yo

Rete an silans Rete dousman e pa 
kouri

Ou pa oblije siyen 
anyen

Ou sipoze pale ak 
avoka'w oubyen ak 

konsila'w

Li enpòtan ke ou gen 
yon plan preparasyon 

ke ou ka pataje ak 
zanmi'w e ak fanmi'w

Pou jwenn plis èd, ale sou Boston.gov.immigrants ou sinon rele Boston 3-1-1 oubyen (617) 635-4500 
SA YO SE ENFÒMASYON JENERAL SÈLMAN. SA YO SE PA AVI LEGAL. Page 8 of 28



CONOZCA SUS
DERECHOS

Si un agente de migración (ICE) trata de hablarle:

No debe de abrir la 
puerta de su casa

Puede guardar 
silencio

Trate de mantener 
la calma y no corra

No tiene que firmar 
nada

Deberia de hablar 
con un abogado o 
con su consulado

Es importante tener 
un plan que pueda 
compartir con sus 

amigos y familiares

Para ayuda adicional, visite boston.gov/immigrants o llame a Boston 3-1-1 or (617) 635-4500. 
ESTA ES SÓLO INFORMACIÓN GENERAL. ESTO NO ES UN CONSEJO LEGAL.Page 9 of 28



BIẾT QUYỀN CỦA MÌNH
Nếu nhân viên di trú (ICE) muốn nói chuyện với bạn:

Không mở cửa nhà Giữ im lặng Giữ bình tĩnh và 
không bỏ chạy

Từ chối ký bất kỳ 
đơn nào

Nói chuyện với luật 
sư và tòa lãnh sự 

của mình

Bạn nên có một kế 
hoạch để chia sẻ với 
bạn bè và gia đình

Để được trợ giúp thêm, hãy truy cập Boston.gov/Immigrants trên mạng
hoặc gọi số điện thoại 3-1-1 hoặc (617) 635-4500.

ĐÂY CHỈ LÀ THÔNG TIN TỔNG QUÁT. ĐÂY KHÔNG PHẢI LÀ TƯ VẤN PHÁP LÝ.Page 10 of 28



Did you find what you were looking for on this webpage?

CONTACT

Office for Refugees and
Immigrants Contact

 Phone
Main (617) 727-7888
This line is open from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. M-F

TTY (617) 727-8147
For those who need accessible services M-F.

 Fax
Fax (617) 727-1822
Please allow 24 hours for a response.

more contact info 

RELATED

Office for Refugees and
Immigrants 

Office for Refugees and
Immigrants (ORI) Programs and
Services 

An official website of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts    Here's how you know

OFFERED BY

List of ORI Programs and Services

Help Us Improve Mass.gov

Yes No

All Topics Site Policies Public Records Requests

© 2025 Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Mass.gov® is a registered service mark of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Mass.gov Privacy Policy

Mass.gov Search Mass.gov SEARCH 

Office for Refugees and Immigrants

Programs offered by the Office for Refugees and Immigrants

Citizenship for New Americans Program (CNAP)
Assists legal permanent residents of the Commonwealth to become U.S. citizens.

Financial Literacy for Newcomers Program (FLNP)
Provides culturally and linguistically appropriate financial literacy content to refugees and
immigrants.

Program to Enhance Elder Refugee Services (PEERS)
Strengthens relationships between elder and refugee organizations to link refugees to elder
services in their communities.

Refugee Health Promotion Program (RHPP)
Provides on-going individual health care access assistance to the newest refugee arrivals,
preventive health information to refugee communities, and cultural information to mainstream
agencies.

Refugee Case Management (RCM)
Provides access to Massachusetts Refugee Resettlement Program (MRRP) benefits and services
through MRRP application intake, orientation, employability assessment, basic social services
and referrals for eligible populations. 

Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)
Provides up to 8 months of cash assistance for income-eligible refugees without dependent
children, who reside in Massachusetts. 

Refugee Employment Services (RES)
Provides targeted services for both early employment and long-term self-sufficiency through
an integrated model including English and Literacy instruction; employment-related case
management; employment readiness; access to vocational skill trainings; and job placement,
retention and upgrade services.

Refugee Health Assessment Program (RHAP)
In collaboration with MA Department of Public Health, ensures newly-arriving refugees receive
an initial health assessment and linked to primary care.

Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)
Provides up to 8 months of medical coverage for refugees ineligible for the
Medicaid/MassHealth program.

Refugee School Impact Program (RSI)
Supports local public school districts in fostering high academic and social success among
refugee youth. 

Refugee Social Services (RSS)
Ensures wraparound service availability to refugees including case management, referral,
translation and interpretation, and adjustment support for refugee youth.

Unaccompanied Refugee Minors Program (URMP)
Collaboratively administered between ORI and the MA Department of Children and Families,
provides residential and foster care services to refugee minors arriving in the U.S. without
parents or guardians.

Contact

Office for Refugees and Immigrants Contact +

  Executive Office of Health and Human Services  Office for Refugees and Immigrants  Office for Refugees and Immigrants (ORI) Programs and Services

Fe
ed

b
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k

Menu    Contrast Settings   State Organizations   Log In to... Select Language
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Immigration Legal Assistance 
Immigrant service agencies offer refugee resettlement, English language classes, referrals, and other services 

for noncitizens. Massachusetts agencies include:

Catholic Charities

Helps refugees and other immigrants with basic needs, legal advice, and counseling and training to become 

self-sufficient.

Services:Services:

•  Refugee Resettlement Program

•  Legal counseling on immigration for low-income clients

•  Walk-in immigration clinic

•  English as a second language (ESL) classes

•  Employment training and counseling

•  Case management and counseling

•  Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, health care, etc.  Interpreter and translation 

services

•  Citizenship preparation

•  Computer training

•  Haitian multi-service center (Dorchester)

•  Other immigrant services

LABOURÉ CENTER

South Boston - South Boston - 275 West Broadway, South Boston, MA 02127 | Phone: 617-464-8100

Greater Boston - Greater Boston - 75 Kneeland St., Boston, MA 02125 | Phone: 617-451-7979 

•  Refugee Resettlement

•  Community Interpreter Services

•  Immigration Legal Services

•  Refugee Employment Services

•  Adult Education ESOL (South Boston location)

• Refugee and Immigration Services (Greater Boston location)

HAITIAN MULTI-SERVICE CENTER 

185 Columbia Rd., Dorchester, MA 02121

Phone: 617-506-6600 | Fax: 617-474-1009

WORCESTER COUNTY REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM

10 Hammond Street, Worcester, MA 01610

Phone: 508-798-0191 | Fax: 508-797-5659

International Institute of New England

Offers a wide range of services to refugees and other immigrants to help them become self-sufficient 

members of their communities. Services are free, except for certain legal and citizenship services which are 

offered at a reasonable fee. Services may vary by location.

Services:Services:

•  Refugee Resettlement Program

•  Legal Services (walk-in immigration clinic; full legal representation for asylum seekers and low-

income immigrants; application assistance)

•  English language and literacy skills training

•  Refugee Employment and Training Program

•  Case management and counseling

•  Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, health care, etc.

•  Translations

•  Homebuyer training

•  Family reunification

•  Other immigrant services

BOSTON OFFICE:

One Milk St., Boston, MA 02109 

Phone: 617-695-9990 | Fax: 617-695-9191 | Email

LOWELL OFFICE:

144 Merrimack St., Suite 202, Lowell, MA 01852

Phone: 978-459-9031 | Fax: 978-459-0154 | Email

Jewish Family & Children's Service (JF&CS)

Helps refugees become reunited with family members and transition into American life by offering social, 

educational, vocational, medical, and economic assistance.

Services:Services:

•  Refugee Resettlement Program

•  Job training and counseling

•  Citizenship preparation

•  Information and referral services

•  English language classes

•  Social and recreational programs

•  Youth programs

•  Translations

•  Special programs for elder refugees

WALTHAM OFFICE:

1430 Main St., Waltham, MA 02451

Phone: 781-647-5327

LYNN OFFICES:

298 Union St. Lynn, MA, 01901

Phone: 781-593-0100 | Fax: 781-599-3329

FRAMINGHAM OFFICE:

475 Franklin St., Suite #101., Framingham, MA 01702 

Phone: 508-875-3100 | Fax: 508-875-4373

JFS New American Services

Jewish Family Service of Metrowest (JFS) provides vital social, health, and community services to alleviate 

suffering, enhance lives, and support people in need.

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS:

15 Lenox St., Springfield, MA 01108 

Phone: 413-737-2601  | Fax: 413-737-0323

Ascentria Care Alliance

Provides resettlement and support services to help refugees and other immigrants become self-sufficient and 

productive citizens of the United States.

Services:Services:

•  Refugee Resettlement Program

•  Unaccompanied Refugee Minor Program

•  Sponsorship

•  Refugee Employment and Training Program

•  Case management and counseling

•  Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, health care, etc.  Translations and legal 

assistance

•  English language instruction

•  Family reunification

•  Other immigrant services

WORCESTER OFFICE:

11 Shattuck Street, Worcester, MA 01605

New American ServicesNew American Services

Phone: 774.243.3100

Unaccompanied Refugee Minors ProgramUnaccompanied Refugee Minors Program

Phone: 774.243.3068 | Fax: 508.519.8310 

WEST SPRINGFIELD OFFICE:

425 Union Street, West Springfield, MA 01809

New American ServicesNew American Services

Phone: 413-562-6015

WALTHAM OFFICE:

230 Second Avenue, Suite 125, Waltham, MA 02451

Unaccompanied Refugee Minors ProgramUnaccompanied Refugee Minors Program

Phone: 781.373.9152 | Fax: 781.373.9157

Massachusetts Alliance of Portuguese Speakers

Description: provides a wide range of health and human services to Portuguese speakers and other residents 

of eastern Massachusetts.

Services:Services:

• Immigrant social services, including job and housing search, and benefits program assistance  

• Elder services

•  Youth services and family counseling

•  Youth violence prevention

•  Citizenship classes, naturalization support, and other immigration services

•  English and Portuguese language instruction

•  Computer skills and other education classes

•  Domestic violence prevention and batterer intervention

•  Housing counseling for homebuyers and renters

•  Substance abuse prevention and treatment

•  HIV/AIDS outreach, education, case management, and transportation

•  Cape Verdean Women's Initiative for reproductive health

•  Community Health Project (outreach, education, and screening for high blood pressure, diabetes, 

heart disease, breast and cervical cancer)

HEADQUARTERS

1046 Cambridge St., Cambridge, MA 02139

Phone: 617-864-7600 | Fax: 617-864-7621

ALLSTON

Cambridge St., Allston, MA, 02134

Phone: 617-787-0557 | Toll-free: 800-232-7725 569 

DORCHESTER

Stoughton St., Dorchester, MA, 02125

Phone: 617-825-5897 

FRAMINGHAM

24 Union Ave., Suites 8 & 10, Framingham, MA 01702

Phone: 508-872-2652 | Portuguese: 508-397-9051 | Spanish: 508-259-9889 

LOWELL

11 Mill St., Lowell, MA, 01852

Phone: 978-970-1250 

SOMERVILLE

92 Union Square, Somerville, MA 02143

Phone: 617-864-7600 (open by appointment only) 

Refugee and Immigrant Assistance Center (RIAC)

Helps Somali women and children and other immigrants by providing resettlement and support services.

Services:Services:

•  Refugee Resettlement Program

•  Case management and counseling

•  Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, health care, etc., Translations, and legal 

assistance

•  English language instruction

•  Family reunification

•  Domestic violence awareness  HIV/AIDS education

•  Youth programs

•  Other immigrant services 

JAMAICA PLAIN

31 Heath St., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

Phone: 617-522-8882 | Fax: 617-238-0064 

WORCESTER

340 Main St., Suite #965, Worcester, MA 01608

Phone: 508-756-7557  | Fax: 508-756-7708

LYNN

298 Union St., Lynn, MA 01901 

Phone: 781-593-0100 | Fax: 781-599-3329

United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services

Based on the 2018 census data, 67.3 million U.S. residents, both immigrants and native-born, speak a language 

other than English at home. It’s safe to say this number will likely continue to grow this year. Stats like this 

underscore the need for services that support language translation, including the ability to translate official 

and legal documents. For example, immigration or USCIS translation services are very valuable when needing 

to translate a birth certificate among other important documents.

LAWRENCE

2 Mill St, Lawrence, MA 01840

Phone: (800) 375-5283 

99 Church St99 Church St

Lowell, MA 01852Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 455-3340(978) 455-3340

mbmm@mbmm.orgmbmm@mbmm.org

INFO

Mission

Impact

Programs

Form 990

ACTION

Volunteer

Contact

Donate

Sign up to receive news and updates.

Email Address

SIGN UP

By using this website, you agree to our use of cookies. We use cookies to provide you with a great experience and to help our website run effectively. Accept

Page 12 of 28

https://www.mbmm.org/
https://www.mbmm.org/
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https://www.mbmm.org/events-1
https://www.mbmm.org/ministry
https://www.ccab.org/
tel:+16174648100
tel:+16174517979
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https://iine.org/
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https://www.jfcsboston.org/
tel:+17816475327
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https://jfsmw.org/
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https://www.ascentria.org/
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https://www.translationshop.co/uscis-translation-services/
https://www.google.com/search?q=uscis+lawrence&sca_esv=0b15258b1181e5d8&sca_upv=1&ei=G8kvZrCbDo6q5NoPq9S92As&ved=0ahUKEwjwlI-z6ueFAxUOFVkFHStqD7sQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=uscis+lawrence&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#
https://www.mbmm.org/mission-statement
https://www.mbmm.org/help-by-the-numbers
https://www.mbmm.org/home
https://www.mbmm.org/form-990
https://www.acefornewamericans.org/volunteer
https://www.mbmm.org/contact-us
https://form-renderer-app.donorperfect.io/give/mbmm/donation-form


Resolution of the City of Chelsea, Massachusetts 
June 4, 2007 
Whereas, The City of Chelsea has long been known as a city with a rich and diverse ethnic and cultural 
identity; and 

Whereas, For decades Italian, Irish, Hispanic, Polish, African-American, Russian, Jewish, Asian, African 
and French people have made Chelsea their home; and 

Whereas, It is more difficult now than ever before to navigate the process of becoming a citizen of the 
United States; and 

Whereas, Over the past two decades, immigration policy has become even more restrictive and punitive 
and has closed off avenues previously available for immigrants to obtain legal, permanent residency; and 

Whereas, Many immigrants are in the legal and lengthy process of becoming a permanent resident, but they 
are still referred to by many as "illegal" and "aliens;" and 

Whereas, The City of Chelsea respects all persons regardless of race, class, ethnicity or legal status; and 

Whereas, Every Chelsea resident has the right to live, work and play without fear; and 

Whereas, Every worker in Chelsea has the right to fair wages and safe working conditions; and 

Whereas, Immigration raids that spread fear and break-up families are not warranted or wanted in Chelsea; 
and 

Whereas, The City of Chelsea supports a fair and just reform to the immigration process; and 

Whereas, Cities such as Cambridge MA, Chicago IL, and Maywood, Huntington Park and Coachella in 
CA, have declared themselves as Sanctuary Cities; and 

Whereas, Sanctuary Cities promote a community as a safe haven for refugees and immigrants who are 
currently residing in that community from other countries; and 

Whereas, Sanctuary Cities do not initiate or welcome raids that are not related to public safety and other 
heinous crimes; now therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the City of Chelsea go on record as a Sanctuary City; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City of Chelsea rejects the use of the word "illegal" and "alien" to describe any human 
being; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City of Chelsea calls upon all workplaces in Chelsea and throughout the Region to treat 
immigrants fairly, with dignity and respect and to provide proper trainings and equipment and to pay 
individuals properly; and be it further 

Resolved, That the City of Chelsea supports a just and fair immigration reform that respects individuals and 
allows proper and affordable navigation channels for individuals to become permanent residents and 
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eventually naturalized citizens who can fully participate in the civic and political processes in the United 
States; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Massachusetts Congressional District on behalf 
of the Chelsea City Council. 

Councillor Roseann T. Bongiovanni, President 

Councillor Roy Avellaneda 

Councillor Paul Nowicki 

Councillor Marilyn Vega-Torres 

Councillor Brian Hatleberg	
  

Page 14 of 28



18

Page 15 of 28



19

Page 16 of 28



20

Page 17 of 28



21

Page 18 of 28



Page 19 of 28



Page 20 of 28



Page 21 of 28



Page 22 of 28



Page 23 of 28



17

Page 24 of 28



1

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-14 

IN CITY COUNCIL: June 13, 2019

SOMERVILLE WELCOMING COMMUNITY ORDINANCE

Be it ordained by the City Council, in session assembled, that Section 2-6 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Somerville, is hereby amended by deleting the existing Section 2-6 and 

inserting the following new Section 2-6.

Section 2-6. Somerville Welcoming Community Ordinance.

(a) Purpose. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish our city as a Welcoming Community, to declare that 

all are welcome here, and to increase public confidence in Somerville’s government by providing 

guidelines associated with our city’s voluntary involvement in federal immigration enforcement. 

This Welcoming Community Ordinance shall replace Section 2.6 of the Somerville Municipal 

Code ("The Trust Act") in its entirety.

(b) Background. 

The City of Somerville first declared itself to be a Sanctuary City by Resolution of the Board of 

Aldermen in 1987. Policies regarding the city’s voluntary involvement in federal immigration 

enforcement were formally established by Executive Order in May of 2014 and in October of 

2014 the Board of Alderman ordained the “Trust Act,” which codified certain aspects of those 

policies. In 2016 the Board of Aldermen, by Resolution, reaffirmed Somerville as a 

Sanctuary/Trust Act City. This Welcoming Community Ordinance further codifies existing 

policy and serves to reinforce the city’s ongoing commitment to the immigrant community and 

Sanctuary City status.

(c) Preamble. 

It is not within the purview nor mandate of the City of Somerville to enforce federal immigration 

law or seek the detention, transfer, or deportation of Somerville residents for civil immigration 

purposes, nor should the City of Somerville’s resources be expended toward that end. The City 

of Somerville will equally enforce the law and serve the public without consideration of 

immigration status, citizenship, national origin, race, or ethnicity.

(d) Definitions. 

ICE means the federal agency “Immigration and Customs Enforcement” (ICE), and any other 

federal agency charged with the enforcement of immigration laws. 

ICE administrative warrant means a warrant, notice to appear, removal order, warrant of 

deportation, or other ICE custody document (I-200, I-203, I-205 or another listed in the National 

Crime Information Database (NCIC)) issued by a federal immigration official, not a judicial 

officer, and not based on a finding of probable cause for an alleged criminal law violation. 

Immigration detainers and ICE detainers are requests made by federal immigration officials,
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including but not limited to those authorized under Section 287.7 of Title 8 of the Code of 

Federal Regulations to local Law Enforcement or Courts, to voluntarily maintain custody of an 

individual once that individual is released from local custody, and/or to notify a federal agency 

before the pending release of an individual.

(e) Order.

(1) Equal treatment. The City of Somerville will treat all persons equally, enforce laws, and 

serve the public without consideration of immigration status. Citizenship, immigration 

status, national origin, race, and ethnicity shall have no bearing on an individual's 

treatment by employees or officers of city agencies or departments.

(2) Inquiries about immigration status. Officers and employees of the city may not inquire 

about the immigration status of any victim, suspect, arrestee, 911 caller, or other member 

of the public with whom they have contact, except as required to provide a public benefit.

(3) Role of police in immigration enforcement. The Somerville Police Department will not 

initiate investigations or take law enforcement action on the sole basis of actual or 

perceived immigration status, including without limitation the initiation of a stop, an 

apprehension, or arrest. The Somerville Police Department shall not take part in or assist 

with federal immigration enforcement operations.

(4) ICE detainers and administrative warrants. Consistent with Massachusetts law, no officer 

or employee of the Somerville Police Department may arrest or detain an individual 

solely on the basis of an ICE detainer or ICE administrative warrant. This includes 

extending the length of detention by any amount of time once an individual is or would 

otherwise be released from local custody, or before being transferred to court or admitted 

to bail.

(5) Federal requests for information. No officer or employee of the Somerville Police 

Department shall provide a federal officer with the following information relating to a 

person in the custody of the Somerville Police Department: information about an 

individual’s incarceration status, length of detention, home address, work address, 

personal information other than citizenship or immigration status, hearing information, or 

pending release, except information that is available through the Massachusetts Public 

Records Laws, G.L, c. 66, section 10 and G.L. c. 4, section 7 (twenty-sixth).

(6) Encountering persons driving without a license. When taking action against a person who 

is found to be driving without a valid driver’s license, officers of the Somerville Police 

Department shall, whenever possible and if there are no other violations causing the 

person to be arrested, issue a summons to court instead of taking the person into custody. 

In such circumstances, the law enforcement officer taking action shall endeavor to 

provide the driver a reasonable opportunity to arrange for a properly licensed operator to 

drive the vehicle before seeking to impound the vehicle.

(7) Notice to individuals subject to ICE interventions. If the Somerville Police Department 

receives an immigration detainer or ICE administrative warrant for a person in its 

custody, the Department shall provide the person with a copy of such detainer request or 

administrative warrant, and any other documentation it possesses pertaining to the 

person’s immigration case.

(8) ICE access to facilities. Except in response to a judicial warrant or other court order, ICE 

agents shall not be allowed access to individuals in custody either in person or via 

telephone or videoconference.
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(9) U Visa Certification. In furtherance of the US Victims of Trafficking and Violence 

Prevention Act, the Somerville Police Department shall consider and sign a U Visa 

certification request if an individual (i.) is the victim of a qualifying crime, and (ii.) has 

been, is being, or will likely be helpful in the investigation/prosecution of that crime.

(10) Raids and other immigration enforcement actions. No officer or employee of the 

Somerville Police Department may participate in an operation led by a federal agency to 

detain persons for deportation purposes, except in response to a request to assist with 

support services deemed necessary to ensure officer safety or to prevent a breach of the 

peace during a federal operation, such as requests to establish traffic perimeters, control 

traffic, or provide police escort.

(11) Deputizing of local officials. No officer or employee of the City of Somerville shall 

perform the functions of an immigration officer, whether pursuant to 8 U.S.C. section 

1357(g) or any other law, regulation, or policy, whether formal or informal.

(12) School records and enrollment. No employee of the Somerville Public Schools shall 

require a student or parent to provide information regarding their immigration or 

citizenship status to establish the student’s residency in the district for enrollment 

purposes. If such information becomes known to an employee of the Somerville Public 

Schools, such information shall not be kept or distributed, and shall have no bearing of 

the student’s ability to register for school or the school’s treatment of that student. 

Information collected regarding place of birth (if any) for the purpose of providing 

English Language Learners with appropriate services shall be used only for that purpose 

and not distributed further.

(f) Complaints. 

Allegations of violations of this ordinance may be filed by any method provided for filing of 

complaints, including without limitation with the Personnel Department or, in the case of a 

complaint against an officer or employee of the Somerville Police Department, the Department’s 

Internal Affairs office, who shall investigate the complaint and take appropriate disciplinary 

action.

(g) Reporting. 

Beginning on the date of passage of this ordinance and every six months thereafter, the

Somerville Chief of Police shall submit a report, with the information detailed below, to the 

Mayor and the City Clerk and such report will be placed on the agenda of the next- occurring 

meeting of the City Council, with notification provided to the local immigration nonprofits in the 

city.

(1) The total number ICE holds, administrative warrants, and notification requests lodged 

with Somerville Law Enforcement officials, organized by the reason(s) given for the 

request;

(2) The total number of individuals detained on an ICE hold or administrative warrants, if 

any;

(3) The total number of individuals transferred to ICE custody, if any; and

(4) The total reimbursements received from the federal government pursuant to any granted 

hold, administrative warrant, or notification request, organized by case.

(h) Compliance with federal law.
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Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to violate any valid federal law, or to prohibit any 

city agency or department from providing another law enforcement agency citizenship or 

information status, consistent with 8 U.S.C. section 1373.

(i) Other. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall be effective immediately upon passage. 

All policies, practices, procedures, directives, and training necessary to effectively and faithfully 

implement this ordinance shall be promptly developed and promulgated by the Administration, 

the Somerville Police Department, and all other relevant entities. 

If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is declared 

unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 

remaining parts of this ordinance.

Approved:

                                                                               

President,  City Council
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