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TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024, 7:00 P.M. 

RICHARD E. MASTRANGELO COUNCIL CHAMBER 
ADMINISTRATION BUILIDING, 149 MAIN STREET 

 

MINUTES 

 

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
A. This meeting will be held on August 13, 2024 at 7:00 PM in the Richard E. Mastrangelo 
Council Chamber 
B. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3 
C. The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown- 
ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344 
D. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 
475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 
E. Public may comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov 
F. Please Visit the City Council Website here: https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-
Council 
 
 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
Council President Sideris called to order a regular meeting of the City Council at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Chamber, Administration Building.  Those present were 
Councilors John M. Airasian, Caroline Bays, Lisa J. Feltner, John G. Gannon (via Zoom), 
Nicole Gardner, Emily Izzo, Anthony Palomba, Vice President Vincent J. Piccirilli, Jr., and 
Council President Mark S. Sideris.  Also present were George Proakis City Manager, Mark 
Reich, City Attorney, Brendan T. McCarthy, Council Clerk, and Doug Newton, Municipal 
Policy Analyst. 
 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
mailto:vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov
https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-Council
https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-Council


 
 

 
3. PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Russ Arico – 49 Fayette Street – Claimed that history will show that Watertown’s best 
days are behind us. He lamented that the old guard is gone and that he has no choice but 
to accept negative changes of the new demographics. He requested that a large sign with 
large letters be stationed in Watertown Square noting the Manager and Councilors who 
voted for change in the Square, so that when it comes time to “pin the tail on the donkey” 
they are held responsible. After continued disparaging remarks toward the administration 
and government in general, he claimed that anyone under the age of 50 who supports the 
Watertown Square Area Plan doesn’t have the benefit of real-world experience, and that 
those over the age of 50 who support the plan are hopeless. He concluded by repeatedly 
speaking out against a parking garage behind CVS. 
 
Aleksandra Pikus – First Path Program Director – Remarked that First Path has come 
before the Council for help in keeping their doors open. She stated that when parents 
bring their children to First Path, they do so with the sentiment of asking the staff to love 
their children and take care of them. She asked that that same care be shared to First 
Path from the City. She thanked Councilor Piccirilli for acknowledging the important role 
that First Path plays in the community.  
 
Councilor Piccirilli then read and email from Maya Berry (attached). 
 
Max Bolyansnyy – First Path General Manager – Stated that he has expressed immense 
concerns to the City with what is causing delays (regarding permits to their new facility). 
He stated that he has been receiving little to no response from the City and Building 
Department for simple permit requests, and when he receive certain permits for drywall, 
the permit did not include installing insulation, which made it impossible to proceed with 
renovations. He remarked that this type of process has been going on since February 
2023 and requested immediate approval of all permits.  
 
Mariana Weiner – Parent of First Path enrollee – Remarked that she is a single parent 
who has faced many challenges in finding a daycare center that works with their needs. 
She stated that First Path is a very professional organization, expressed her concern of 
going through the difficult process of finding new childcare services, and asked the 
Council to take action. 
 
Tatianna Mandell – Parent of two First Path enrollees – Stated that First Path is a 
wonderful daycare that serves a vital role in the community. She remarked on the 
childcare crisis in the country, and that this is an opportunity to have a real impact on the 
working families of Watertown.  
 
 
 
4. EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
 A. Minutes from City Council Meeting July 9, 2024 
 



Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the minutes from City Council Meeting July 9, 2024 
and Councilor Feltner seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 

B. Minutes and Report for Joint City Council and Planning Board Meetings
June 13, June 27, and July 16, 2024

Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the minutes and Councilor Feltner seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  

5. PRESIDENTS REPORT

President Sideris announced that he and the City Manager Proakis will be holding the 
annual State of the City on September 4, 2024.  

6. PRESENTATION OF FPETITIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, AND
SIMILAR PAPERS AND MATTERS

A. Proclamation Honoring Kim Charlson

President Sideris presented the proclamation. 

Kim Charlson called the moment a tremendous honor and expressed how much she 
values the community and its diversity, noting that Watertown has always open its arms to 
the disabled community. She remarked on how proud she was in the work she has done 
with her many colleagues, and that it is a pleasure to serve Watertown.  

Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the proclamation and Councilor Feltner seconded. 

Councilor Palomba remarked that it was 10 years ago when the Watertown Resource 
Center was in its infancy that Kim and her colleagues made funding available. Now there 
are two Resource Specialists thanks to Kim and her staff. 

Councilor Feltner echoed thanks to Kim for her warm demeanor and dedication that has 
made her a leader in the community. 

The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Eversource for a Grant of
Location in Arsenal Street and Arsenal Court to install and maintain
approximately 8 linear feet of conduit northerly from pole 5/20 at the



intersection of Arsenal Street and Arsenal Court. This work is necessary to 
provide electric service to a traffic control box. The recommendations and 
conditions set out by the Department of Public Works shall be required upon 
approval of this application. 

 
Jackie Duffy – NStar Representative – Presented the grant of location. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the petition and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
Councilor Felter remarked on the need to make sure pedestrian passage is being upheld. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  
 
 

B. Public Hearing and Vote on a proposed loan order that the sum of $500,000 
is appropriated to pay costs of purchasing a new ambulance for the Fire 
Department, including all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to 
meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City 
Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. 
c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds 
or notes of the City therefor. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the loan order.  
 
Fire Chief Nicholson remarked that this is a needed update, and that the replacement is 
newer version of the current model.   
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the loan order and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  

 
 
C. Public Hearing and Vote on a proposed loan order that the sum of $885,000 

is appropriated to pay costs of purchasing a fire engine for the Fire 
Department, including all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to 
meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City 
Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. 
c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds 
or notes of the City therefor. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the loan order. 
 
Fire Chief Nicholson added that the vendor allowed the Fire Department to lock in the 
price from October 2022 as a courtesy, and that the lead time is still about a year from 
now.   
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the loan order and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 



 
8. MOTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

A. Consideration and Approval of Exemptions of Interests of Existing City 
Employees in Contracts with the City Including Summer, Winter, Holiday, 
and After-School Program Employment Positions in Response to 
Disclosures Filed with the City Clerk by Prospective Employees and 
Certification by the Recreation Director that No Employee of that 
Department is Available to Perform those Services as part of their Regular 
Duties in Accordance with G.L. c. 268A, sec 20(b). 

 
President Sideris noted that the language should be “Library Director” and not 
“Recreation Director”, but that the City Attorney has assured that the item can still move 
forward.  
 
City Manager Proakis presented the item, specifically that this involves and employee of 
the Watertown High School to also work in the Watertown Library. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the exemption and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
President Sideris asked for clarification as to why the volume of loan orders are being 
stacked now when the items themselves were presented to the Council months ago. 
  

 
B. First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $330,000.00 is 

appropriated to pay costs of performing infiltration and inflow reduction and 
sewer rehabilitation, including the payment of all costs incidental and related 
thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of 
the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant 
to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), M.G.L. c.44, §8(14) and/or pursuant to any other 
enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; that the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow all 
or a portion of such amount from the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority (the “Authority”) pursuant to the Authority’s Infiltration/Inflow Local 
Financial Assistance Program and in connection therewith to enter into a 
loan agreement and/or financial assistance agreement with the Authority 
and otherwise to contract with the Authority with respect to such loan and for 
any grants or aid available for the project or for the financing thereof; and 
that the City Manager is authorized to accept and expend any grants or aid 
available for the project or for the financing thereof, provided that the amount 
of the authorized borrowing for the project shall be reduced by the amount of 
any such grants or aid received. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the first reading, and stated the item is in line with the 
conceptual approval of the previous budget. 
 

C. First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $65,550.00 is 
appropriated to pay costs of the replacement of the Department of Public 



Works (the “DPW”) water heater that provides water to the kitchenettes, 
wash stations, and bathrooms throughout the DPW’s complex, including the 
payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to meet this 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is 
authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), 
or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of 
the City therefore. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the first reading.  

 
D. First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $1,500,000.00 is 

appropriated to pay costs of the design, construction and oversight of sewer 
system improvements, including the payment of all costs incidental and 
related thereto; and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under 
and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), M.G.L. c.44, §8(14), or pursuant to any 
other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the first reading and noted that this is consistent with the 
Capital Improvement Plan.  

 
E. First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $300,000.00 is 

appropriated to pay costs of the replacement of approximately 60 lead 
goosenecks, including the replacement of the gooseneck, replacement of 
the service from the water main/connection to the service box and surface 
restoration, and including the payment of all costs incidental and related 
thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of 
the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant 
to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to 
issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; that the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow all or a portion of such 
amount from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (the “Authority”) 
pursuant to the Authority’s Local Water System Assistance Program for 
Lead Service Line Replacement and in connection therewith to enter into a 
loan agreement and/or financial assistance agreement with the Authority 
and otherwise to contract with the Authority with respect to such loan and for 
any grants or aid available for the project or for the financing thereof; and 
that the City Manager is authorized to accept and expend any grants or aid 
available for the project or for the financing thereof, provided that the amount 
of the authorized borrowing for the project shall be reduced by the amount of 
any such grants or aid received. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the first reading. He noted that this is the last round of 
lead goosenecks in the water system, and that it is consistent with the Capital 
Improvement Plan.  
 

F. First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $300,000.00 is 
appropriated to pay costs of the installation of underground ducts for utilities, 
including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to 
meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City 



Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. 
c.44, §7(1 ), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds 
or notes of the City therefor. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the first reading and noted that it is consistent with the 
Council conceptual recommendations.  

 
G. First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $1,000,000.00 is 

appropriated to pay costs of the replacement of outdated unlined cast iron 
water mains and associated system improvements, including the 
replacement of approximately 2,000 LF of 6-8 inch unlined cast iron on 
Bigelow Street, the replacement of 2 inch mains in the vicinity of Adams 
Street, Oliver Road and Sweats Court, and the identification and 
replacement of water service connections constructed of lead service 
materials, and further including the payment of all costs incidental and 
related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under 
and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §8(5), or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; that the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow all 
or a portion of such amount from the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority (the "Authority") pursuant to the Authority's Local Water System 
Assistance Program and in connection therewith to enter into a loan 
agreement and/or financial assistance agreement with the Authority and 
otherwise to contract with the Authority with respect to such loan and for any 
grants or aid available for the project or for the financing thereof; and that 
the City Manager is authorized to accept and expend any grants or aid 
available for the project or for the financing thereof, provided that the amount 
of the authorized borrowing for the project shall be reduced by the amount of 
any such grants or aid received. 

 
City Manager Proakis presented the first reading and noted that it is consistent with 
Council conceptual recommendations.  
 
He then recognized that there are many loan orders on the agenda, and that he has been 
working with the CFO and Auditor in what he called a capital improvement implementation 
team to consistently execute items set out in the CIP; they are continuing to refine the 
process.  
 
 
9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

A. Committee on Parks and Recreation Report regarding its meeting on July 8, 
2024 - Palomba, Chair  

 
Councilor Palomba presented the report. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the report and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
President Sideris stated that the meeting began at 5:30 as opposed to the 6:00PM time 



indicated on the report, and that it should be edited as such. 
 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  
 
 

B. Committee on Public Works Report regarding its meeting on July 15, 2024 - 
Piccirilli, Chair 

 
 ACTION ITEM: 

To recommend that the City Council approve the appointment of Ms. Lise 
Paul to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for a term 
expiring May 15, 2027 

 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council approve the appointment of Mr. Andrew 
Thompson to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for a term 
expiring May 15, 2027 

 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council approve the reappointment of Ms. Judy 
Fallows to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for a term 
expiring May 15, 2025 

 
Councilor Piccirilli presented the report. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the report and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the action items and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The action items were approved unanimously in a Roll Call Vote.  
 
 

 
C. Committee on Economic Development & Planning Report regarding its 

meeting on July 15, 2024 - Feltner, Chair 
 
 ACTION ITEM: 

To recommend that the City Council confirm Sarah Scott for appointment as 
an associate member of the Planning Board to a term expiring February 15, 
2027 

 
Councilor Feltner presented the report. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the report and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in Roll Call Vote. 
 



Councilor Piccirilli moved to approve the action item and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
 
 

D. Committee on Education and School System Matters Report regarding its 
meeting on July 9, 2024 - Izzo, Chair 

 
 ACTION ITEM: 
 To recommend that the City Council approve Jim Vershbow to the Cable 

Access Corporation Board of Directors for a term expiring September 15, 
2025 

 
Councilor Izzo presented the report. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to accept the report and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved approve the action item and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 
 
 
10. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Referral for an Update on Watertown TMA including Shuttles and TDM 
Monitoring. 

 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to refer the matter to the Committee on Economic Development 
and Planning and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 

 
 

B. Referral to the Committee on Economic Development and Planning to 
discuss the creation of a Redevelopment Authority. 

 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to make the referral and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 

 
C. Referral to the Committee on Personnel and City Organization to evaluate 

the performance management process used to evaluate Council Staff.  
 
Councilor Piccirilli moved to make the referral and Councilor Feltner seconded. 
 
The motion passed unanimously in a Roll Call Vote. 



 
11. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER  
  

A. Request for Confirmation of Appointment to the Environmental & Energy 
Efficiency Committee 

 
City Manager Proakis made the request for Bruce Gellerman on behalf of the Resident’s 
Advisory Commission.  
 
President Sideris remarked that automatically gets referred to the Committee on Climate 
and Energy.  
 
City Manager Proakis announced that the IT Director search is beginning its first round of 
interviews, and noted that with the approval of the compensation study, the administration 
can offer competitive wages for well qualified individuals. He remarked on continued work 
to refine and better display administrative code. He then acknowledged the community 
host agreement’s volatility with cannabis dispensaries, and that legislative changes still 
need to be ironed out with implementing Watertown’s specific agreements. 
 
City Manager Proakis then provided feedback regarding First Path Daycare and 
Watertown Boys and Girls Club. He recognized that the story has been picked up by local 
media outlets including statements from both sides of the issue. As there is ongoing 
litigation, he is limited in what he can remark on, however he expressed that it is important 
that Watertown has viable options for childcare in town and that the prospect of losing one 
of those options is concerning. He then stated that the city staff has provided the best 
possible recommendations for First Path’s future in Watertown over the course of the past 
few years. Unfortunately, after the City’s recommendations, First Path began legal 
measures, which has limited what the City can do. 
 
He remarked that there are three aspects to consider on the issue. First being rental 
buildings owned by the City – there are many long term leases, and the decision making 
of the lessees (in this case the WBGC) is not typically interfered with by the lessor (the 
City) including the issue of subleases (First Path). The second issue of note concerns 
Dover Amendment Uses which prohibits cities from prohibiting the opening of certain 
protected businesses including daycare centers. The language in the amendment does 
allow cities to set regulations for projects; cities can’t prohibit, but its not a free for all. 
Often site plan reviews are reasonably used for opening new businesses that fall under 
Dover. He stated that he has never before had an applicant who refused the site plan 
review (until this example), and that they have almost always found a way to make the 
project work. There was one instance in another community where a similar project was 
denied, it went to the courts, the court ruled that the project could not be denied, but that it 
must meet the conditions set out by the board. The third issue he remarked on was the 
speed on building permits. He stated that he firmly believes that the staff works dutifully 
and swiftly with all applicants, and that they consistently work with applicants to try to get 
them across the finish line to where safety and legal standards are met. He concluded that 
he is optimistic that there is solution for this issue, though he is frustrated by the strategies 
taken that have got the issue to where it is now.  
 
City Manager Proakis then announced the arts market, “Watertown Chats”, Faire on the 
Square partnership opportunities, and that City buildings will be closed for Labor Day. 
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City Council Meeting 

Tuesday, August 13, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

List of Documents 

 

1. Kim Charlson Proclamation – Item 6A 
2. Arsenal Street Grant of Location – Item 7A 
3. Fire Department Ambulance Loan Order – Item 7B 
4. Fire Department Fire Engine Loan Order – Item 7C 
5. Ethics Exemption – Item 8A 
6. Frist Reading Loan Order – MWRA Infiltration/Inflow Sewer Rehab – Item 8B 
7. First Reading Loan Order – DPW Water Heater – Item 8C 
8. First Reading Loan Order – Sewer System Improvements – Item 8D 
9. First Reading Loan Order – Gooseneck Replacement – Item 8E 
10.  First Reading Loan Order - Underground Ducts – Item 8F 
11.  First Reading Loan Order – Cast Iron Water Mains – Item 8G 
12.  Committee on Parks and Recreation Report – Item 9A 
13.  Committee on Public Works Report – Item 9B 
14.  Committee on Economic Development & Planning Report – Item 9C 
15.  Committee on Education and school System Matters Report – Item 9D 
16.  Request for Confirmation – W3E Appointment – Item 11A 
17.  Email from Maya Berry  

 



ADDENDUM TO THE 
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 

13, 2024 CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING 



 

City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber 
 

Agenda 

 

 
 
  

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  This meeting will be held on August 13, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. Location: Richard E. 

Mastrangelo Council Chamber  
 B.  The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch-now?site=3  
 C.  The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344  
 D.  Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 

475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344  
 E.  Public may comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov  
 F.  Please Visit the City Council Website here: https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-

Council  

 
 
1.  ROLL CALL 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3.  PUBLIC FORUM 
4.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 A.  Minutes from City Council Meeting July 9, 2024  
 B.  Minutes and Report for Joint City Council and Planning Board Meetings June 13, 

June 27, and July 16 2024   
5.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
6.  PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, AND SIMILAR PAPERS AND 

MATTERS 
 A.  Proclamation Honoring Kim Charlson  
7.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 A.  Public Hearing and Vote on a Petition from Eversource for a Grant of Location in 

Arsenal Street and Arsenal Court to install and maintain approximately 8 linear feet of 
conduit northerly from pole 5/20 at the intersection of Arsenal Street and Arsenal 
Court. This work is necessary to provide electric service to a traffic control box. The 
recommendations and conditions set out by the Department of Public Works shall be 
required upon approval of this application.  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch-now?site=3
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
mailto:%E2%80%8Bvpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B
https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-Council
https://www.watertown-ma.gov/350/City-Council


 B.  Public Hearing and Vote on a proposed loan order that the sum of $500,000 is 
appropriated to pay costs of purchasing a new ambulance for the Fire Department, 
including all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to meet this appropriation, 
the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said 
amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor.  

 C.  Public Hearing and Vote on a proposed loan order that the sum of $885,000 is 
appropriated to pay costs of purchasing a fire engine for the Fire Department, 
including all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to meet this appropriation, 
the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said 
amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor.  

8.  MOTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDER, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 A.  Consideration and Approval of Exemptions of Interests of Existing City Employees in 

Contracts with the City Including Summer, Winter, Holiday, and After-School 
Program Employment Positions in Response to Disclosures Filed with the City Clerk 
by Prospective Employees and Certification by the Recreation Director that No 
Employee of that Department is Available to Perform those Services as part of their 
Regular Duties in Accordance with G.L. c. 268A, sec 20(b)  

 B.  First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $330,000.00 is appropriated 
to pay costs of performing infiltration and inflow reduction and sewer rehabilitation, 
including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; that to meet this 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to 
borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), M.G.L. c.44, §8(14) 
and/or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the 
City therefor; that the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized 
to borrow all or a portion of such amount from the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority (the “Authority”) pursuant to the Authority’s Infiltration/Inflow Local Financial 
Assistance Program and in connection therewith to enter into a loan agreement 
and/or financial assistance agreement with the Authority and otherwise to contract 
with the Authority with respect to such loan and for any grants or aid available for the 
project or for the financing thereof; and that the City Manager is authorized to accept 
and expend any grants or aid available for the project or for the financing thereof, 
provided that the amount of the authorized borrowing for the project shall be reduced 
by the amount of any such grants or aid received.  

 C.  First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $65,550.00 is appropriated 
to pay costs of the replacement of the Department of Public Works (the “DPW”) water 
heater that provides water to the kitchenettes, wash stations, and bathrooms 
throughout the DPW’s complex, including the payment of all costs incidental and 
related thereto; and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval 
of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to 
M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or 
notes of the City therefor  

 D.  First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $1,500,000.00 is 
appropriated to pay costs of the design, construction and oversight of sewer system 
improvements, including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and 
that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, 
is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), 



M.G.L. c.44, §8(14), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds 
or notes of the City therefor.  

 E.  First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $300,000.00 is appropriated 
to pay costs of the replacement of approximately 60 lead goosenecks, including the 
replacement of the gooseneck, replacement of the service from the water 
main/connection to the service box and surface restoration, and including the 
payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said 
amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; that the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow all or a portion of such amount 
from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (the “Authority”) pursuant to the 
Authority’s Local Water System Assistance Program for Lead Service Line 
Replacement and in connection therewith to enter into a loan agreement and/or 
financial assistance agreement with the Authority and otherwise to contract with the 
Authority with respect to such loan and for any grants or aid available for the project 
or for the financing thereof; and that the City Manager is authorized to accept and 
expend any grants or aid available for the project or for the financing thereof, 
provided that the amount of the authorized borrowing for the project shall be reduced 
by the amount of any such grants or aid received.  

 F.  First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $300,000.00 is appropriated 
to pay costs of the installation of underground ducts for utilities, including the 
payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and that to meet this 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager, is authorized to 
borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §7(1 ), or pursuant to any 
other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor.   

 G.  First Reading on a proposed Loan Order that the sum of $1,000,000.00 is 
appropriated to pay costs of the replacement of outdated unlined cast iron water 
mains and associated system improvements, including the replacement of 
approximately 2,000 LF of 6-8 inch unlined cast iron on Bigelow Street, the 
replacement of 2 inch mains in the vicinity of Adams Street, Oliver Road and Sweats 
Court, and the identification and replacement of water service connections 
constructed of lead service materials, and further including the payment of all costs 
incidental and related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the City Manager, is authorized to borrow said amount under and 
pursuant to M.G.L. c.44, §8(5), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to 
issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; that the Treasurer, with the approval of the 
City Manager, is authorized to borrow all or a portion of such amount from the 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (the "Authority") pursuant to the 
Authority's Local Water System Assistance Program and in connection therewith to 
enter into a loan agreement and/or financial assistance agreement with the Authority 
and otherwise to contract with the Authority with respect to such loan and for any 
grants or aid available for the project or for the financing thereof; and that the City 
Manager is authorized to accept and expend any grants or aid available for the 
project or for the financing thereof, provided that the amount of the authorized 
borrowing for the project shall be reduced by the amount of any such grants or aid 
received.   

9.  REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 



 A.  Committee on Parks and Recreation Report regarding its meeting on July 8, 2024 - 
Palomba, Chair  

 B.  Committee on Public Works Report regarding its meeting on July 15, 2024 - 
Palomba, Chair 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council approve the appointment of Ms. Lise Paul to the 
Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for a term expiring May 15, 2027 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council approve the appointment of Mr. Andrew 
Thompson to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for a term expiring 
May 15, 2027 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council approve the reappointment of Ms. Judy Fallows 
to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for a term expiring May 15, 
2025  

 C.  Committee on Economic Development & Planning Report regarding its meeting on 
July 15, 2024 - Feltner, Chair 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council confirm Sarah Scott for appointment as an 
associate member of the Planning Board to a term expiring February 15, 2027  

 D.  Committee on Education and School System Matters Report regarding its meeting on 
July 9, 2024 - Izzo, Chair 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
To recommend that the City Council approve Jim Vershbow to the Cable Access 
Corporation Board of Directors for a term expiring September 15, 2025  

10.  NEW BUSINESS  
 A.  Referral for an Update on Watertown TMA including Shuttles and TDM Monitoring  
 B.  Referral to the Committee on Economic Development and Planning to discuss the 

creation of a Redevelopment Authority.   
 C.  Referral to the Committee on Personnel and City Organization to evaluate the 

performance management process used to evaluate Council Staff   
11.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 A.  Request for Confirmation of Appointment to the Environment & Energy Efficiency 

Committee  
12.  REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION/REVIEW OF LIST OF PENDING MATTERS 
13.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
14.  PUBLIC FORUM 
15.  RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT 
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Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
 

 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – EVERSOURCE 
  
Grant of Location: Arsenal Street and Arsenal Court 
WO # 15520807 
 
May 14, 2024  
  
Dear Abutters:  
  
The City Council of the City of Watertown will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, August 
13, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard E. Mastrangelo Council Chamber, 149 Main St., 
Watertown, MA along with remote opportunities for participation with public access 
provided as follows:  
 
ACCESS INFORMATION:  
A. The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television):  

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3  
B. The Public may join the virtual meeting online:  

https://watertownma.zoom.us/j/92991331344  
C. Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or  

(888) 475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 929 9133 1344 #  
D. Public may also comment through email: vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov   
    
On a petition from Eversource for consideration of a Grant of Location for the following 
installations:  
 
Arsenal Street – Northerly from pole 5/20, at the intersection of Arsenal Street and 
Arsenal Court, install and maintain approximately 8 linear feet of conduit. 
 
This work is necessary to provide electric service to a traffic control box. Upon completion 
of our review, we are submitting the following recommendations and conditions for 
consideration by the City Council should the Grant of Location be approved for this 
application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 

 
Standard Conditions 

  
1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=3
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344
https://watertown-ma.zoom.us/j/92991331344


facilities) shall be provided at all times or an appropriate alternative path provided.   
2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the 
plan and may be encountered in the field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed 
installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility infrastructure, The City Engineer 
shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.   
3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and 
City-Owned and or private utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly 
marked and protected during construction activities.   
The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.   
4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the 
Watertown DPW prior to the start of construction.   
5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway 
surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any 
existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full width, the restoration 
must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 
standards.   
6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and 
coordinate a police traffic detail. Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented 
in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, Massachusetts DOT Work Zone 
Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   
7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected 
with erosion control devices such as silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the City drainage 
system as a result of the proposed work.   
8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to 
interfere with intersection sightlines and shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion.   
9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be 
protected. The Contractor shall install individual tree protection on any public shade tree 
that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile material or equipment within 
the drip zone of a public shade tree.   
10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control 
requirements.   
11. An as-built survey shall be performed upon completion of the work and provided to 
the Department of Public Works.  
  
Please feel free to contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054 for any technical questions 
you may have.  
  
Your participation is not necessary, if you choose not to object to the above petition.  
  
Sincerely,   
  
 
  
Watertown City Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
CITY OF WATERTOWN 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
124 ORCHARD STREET 
WATERTOWN MA 02472 

Gregory M. St. Louis, PE         (P) 617-972-6420              
Superintendent of Public Works         (F) 617-972-6402                                              
       
 
TYPE: Grant of Location 
DATE: June 11, 2024 
APPLICANT: Eversource 
WORK ORDER: WO# 15520807 
LOCATION: Arsenal Street and Arsenal Court 
 
The City of Watertown Department of Public Works has reviewed the attached petition by Eversource for consideration 
of a Grant of Location for the following installations: 
 

• Arsenal Street – Northerly from pole 5/20, at the intersection of Arsenal Street and Arsenal Court, install 
and maintain approximately 8 linear feet of conduit. 

 
 This work is necessary to provide electric service to a traffic control box. Upon completion of our review, we are 
submitting the following recommendations and conditions for consideration by the City Council should the Grant of 
Location be approved for this application. A photo of the location of the proposed work is presented attached to this 
document. 
 

Standard Conditions 
 

1. During construction, uninterrupted pedestrian access (or temporary pedestrian facilities) shall be provided at all times 
or an appropriate alternative path provided.  

2. Please be aware that there may be utility infrastructure that is not shown on the plan and may be encountered in the 
field. If a conflict occurs between the proposed installation and existing City-Owned and/or private utility 
infrastructure, The City Engineer shall be contacted directly to discuss an appropriate resolution.  

3. It is the sole responsibility of the Applicant, and their Contractor, to ensure that and City-Owned and or private 
utilities, if located within the limits of work should be properly marked and protected during construction activities. 
The City of Watertown is not a member of Dig Safe and must be notified separately.  

4. The proposed scope of work requires a DPW Street Opening Permit through the Watertown DPW prior to the start of 
construction.  

5. All disturbances to curbing, grass strips, sidewalks, walkways, and roadway surfaces shall be repaired in kind to the 
satisfaction of the City of Watertown DPW. If any existing sidewalk is proposed to be removed and replaced in full 
width, the restoration must be completed in accordance with all current ADA, MAAB and City of Watertown 
standards.  

6. All work within the Right of Way shall require the Contractor to schedule and coordinate a police traffic detail. 
Traffic control and safety measures shall be implemented in adherence to all applicable OSHA requirements, 
Massachusetts DOT Work Zone Safety Guidelines and Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.   

7. All material stockpiled on roadways and/or roadway shoulders shall be protected with erosion control devices such as 
silt fence or straw wattles. It will be the sole responsibility of the Contractor to remove any sediment that enters the 
City drainage system as a result of the proposed work.  

8. Equipment, staging, and stockpiles shall not be located in a manner so as to interfere with intersection sightlines and 
shall be kept in a neat and orderly fashion. 

9. Public shade trees within and adjacent to the proposed work zone must be protected. The Contractor shall install 
individual tree protection on any public shade tree that may be impacted and the Contractor shall not stockpile 
material or equipment within the drip zone of a public shade tree. 

10. Contractor shall coordinate with City Health Department on rodent control requirements. 
11. An as-built survey shall be performed upon completion of the work and provided to the Department of Public Works. 

 



 

 
 

View of UP#5/20 on Arsenal Street facing northwest where conduit is proposed to be installed. 
 

 
 

View of traffic control box (TCB) where service is proposed at the intersection of Arsenal Street and Arsenal 
Way. 

 



 

 
 

View of traffic control box on Arsenal Way facing southeast. 
 
 



 

 

180 Calvary Street 
Waltham, Ma 02453 

 

 

 

June 11, 2024 

 

 

City Council 

City Hall 

149 Main Street 

Watertown, MA  02472 

 

RE:    Arsenal Street  

 Watertown, MA 

 W.O.# 15520807 

 

Dear Members of the Council: 

 

The enclosed petition and plan are being presented by the NSTAR Electric Company 

d/b/a EVERSOURCE ENERGY for the purpose of obtaining a Grant of Location to 

install approximately 8 feet of conduit in Arsenal Street. 
 

The reason for this work is to provide service to a traffic control box. 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact Joanne Callender at 781-314-5054. 

Your prompt attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Richard M. Schifone 
 

Richard M. Schifone, Supervisor 

Rights and Permits       
     
RMS/HC 

Attachments 
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Order Number 736888 Order Price $708.35

Sales Rep. Jackson Kocak PO No.

Account 3028420 Payment Type

Publication Boston Globe Number of dates 1

First Run Date 07/25/2024 Last Run Date 07/25/2024

Payment Type

Thank you for placing your Legal Notice in The Boston Globe.

Your order information and a preview of your notice are displayed below for your review.  If there are any changes 
or questions, please contact the Classified Department at 617-929-1314 or email legals@globe.com.

Any and all proposed edits, revisions, and/or other changes to the notice must be communicated to us in writing 
prior to the deadline specified in the Advertising Specs + Deadlines page located at 
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/specs-deadlines.

Thank you,
Boston Globe Classified Sales

617-929-1314                                  
Monday – Friday  9:30 am - 4:30 pm
legals@globe.com                 

Order Confirmation

AD PREVIEW:

Marilyn Pronvost
Watertown City Council
149 Main Street
Watertown, MA 02472

The Boston Globe | Classified Advertising Proof | Printed on:Jul 23 2024























Order Number 736887 Order Price $708.35

Sales Rep. Jackson Kocak PO No.

Account 3028420 Payment Type

Publication Boston Globe Number of dates 1

First Run Date 07/25/2024 Last Run Date 07/25/2024

Payment Type

Thank you for placing your Legal Notice in The Boston Globe.

Your order information and a preview of your notice are displayed below for your review.  If there are any changes 
or questions, please contact the Classified Department at 617-929-1314 or email legals@globe.com.

Any and all proposed edits, revisions, and/or other changes to the notice must be communicated to us in writing 
prior to the deadline specified in the Advertising Specs + Deadlines page located at 
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/specs-deadlines.

Thank you,
Boston Globe Classified Sales

617-929-1314                                  
Monday – Friday  9:30 am - 4:30 pm
legals@globe.com                 

Order Confirmation

AD PREVIEW:

Marilyn Pronvost
Watertown City Council
149 Main Street
Watertown, MA 02472

The Boston Globe | Classified Advertising Proof | Printed on:Jul 23 2024





























































































Watertown City Council
Committee on Parks and Recreation

Councilor Palomba, Chair, Councilor Feltner, Vice Chair, Councilor Bays, Secretary
Committee Meeting

Monday, July 8, 2024 at 6:00 PM in the City Council Chambers
Committee Report

Tuesday, August 13, 2024 

The Committee on Parks and Recreation meeting was called to order July 8, 2024 at 5:30 pm in 
the City Council Chambers. Present were Councilors Tony Palomba, chair, Lisa Feltner, vice-
chair, and Caroline Bays, secretary. Also present were George Proakis, city manager, Emily 
Monea, Assistant City manager, Ernie Thebado, acting recreation director (on Zoom), and 
Pequossette staff members Brian Donato and Steve Helbery

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss desired qualifications and qualities for the position 
of Recreation Director.

Councilor Palomba called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

Councilor Palomba asked the manager if he had any comments on what qualifications he would 
need in a Director of Recreation. The manager explained that the job will require many 
different parts including developing a five year plan, putting together programs, and working 
with other departments. The director will report to the assistant city manager, Emily Monea. 

Councilor Palomba asked if there were any comments from residents. Brian Donato expressed 
his support for the acting director, Ernie Thebado, who has been doing an excellent job. He has 
broadened camp activities beyond team sports as well as reached out to non-English speaking 
residents. 

Councilor Bays commented that she was interested in this expansion of activities. She wants a 
Director who can think outside the box and will be creating programs for everyone, both 
addressing a wide variety of interests and skill sets as well as crossing across all ages. She felt 
more could be done in using all of our open space as well, such as using DCR property. 

Councilor Palomba agreed and stated that the new director should be providing activities for all 
ages as well as different interests and that will require working cooperatively with other 
departments such as the Senior Center and Live Well Watertown. He also felt the person will 
have to be able to work within the limited budget and plan well, especially if they will be 
creating a five year plan. He said the director should be a strong voice for recreation and wants 
someone who can elevate the need for recreation for our city’s residents.

Councilor Feltner agreed that it’s a big job and the person will need to be innovative while not 
abandoning the popular programs already in place. The director will need to understand facility 
maintenance, how to plan a budget, and how to make hard choices and say no sometimes. She 



-2-

would also like to see more synergy across departments and meet the needs of more people by 
expanding the range of programming.

Councilor Palomba added that in the future, he would like to have a director who could 
advocate for a recreation center. He also commented that he felt the salary was competitive. 
The manager said that he was thankful for the classification and compensation study because 
he will have an easier time filling positions with a more competitive salary.

The manager concluded by saying he finds these meetings helpful because they inform what 
questions he asks in the interview process. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm.  Minutes were prepared by Councilor Bays.







Watertown City Council
Committee on Public Works 

Councilor Piccirilli, Chair, Councilor Feltner, Vice Chair, Councilor Palomba, Secretary
Committee Meeting, July 15, 2024, 6:30 PM in the Council Office

Committee Report, August 13, 2024 City Council Meeting

The Committee on Public Works met on Monday, July 15, 2024 in the City Council Office at 6:30 PM to 
interview Lise Paul and Andrew Thompson for appointment to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory 
Committee (SWRAC) and Judy Fallows for reappointment to the SWRAC.   All the members of the 
Committee were present.  Councilor Piccirilli began the meeting at 6:30 PM.

Lisa Paul was the first candidate to be interviewed.  Councilor Piccirilli introduced the Committee to Ms. 
Paul.  In response to the question of why she would like to serve on the SWRAC, Ms. Paul said she is 
passionate about addressing climate change and is presently active with Watertown Faces Climate 
Change.  She feels that food waste and refrigeration are important issues related to climate.  She wants 
to do more to make composting as easy as possible and believes Watertown should consider following 
Green Newton’s support for placing composting bins at various locations in the city.  She is also an 
advocate for “Rescue, Re-use, Compost” in relation to food products.   Ms. Paul has recently retired 
after years in finance and contract negotiations and feels she could be helpful as the City enters into 
negotiations with Wheelabrator and Black Earth.  

Councilor Palomba made the following motion –

The Committee on Public Works recommends that the full City Council approve the appointment of Ms. 
Lise Paul to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for at term expiring May 15, 2027.

Councilor Feltner seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.

Andrew Thompson was the second candidate to be interviewed.   In response to the questions of why 
he would like to serve on the SWRAC, Mr. Thompson said that he has been a resident of Watertown for 
a while and wanted to get more involved in helping his community.  He visited the City’s website and felt 
that the SWRAC was in line with his experience and interests.  Mr. Thompson has extensive experience 
in reuse and recycling of construction materials.  Presently he works at Boston Building Resources, a 
Roxbury-based non-profit building materials reuse center.  He has served on MassDEP’s Reduce and 
Reuse Working Group and MassDEP’s Deconstruction Working Group.  He is passionate about building 
networks for reuse of construction debris and would like to see how Watertown can contribute to 
existing networks. 

Councilor Palomba made the following motion –

The Committee on Public Works recommends that the full City Council approve the appointment of Mr. 
Andrew Thompson to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for at term expiring May 15, 
2027.

Councilor Feltner seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.



Judy Fallows was the third candidate the Committee interviewed.  The Committee acknowledged Ms. 
Fallows significant contributions over many years to Watertown, particularly as the Garden Coordinator 
for the Watertown Public Schools since 2015 where, among other accomplishments, she planned and 
planted learning gardens at the three elementary schools.  When asked what she thought the SWRAC 
had accomplished since its inception, Ms. Fallows mentioned its input to the current contract with 
Republic, working closely with the Recycling Coordinator to increase awareness of recycling, regularly 
tabling at the Faire on the Square, advocating for the additional part-staff recycling staff, and advising on 
the pending recycling ordinance.  Looking toward the future, she sees the SWRAC as working to increase 
recycling and composting by renters, advising the new Recycling Coordinator, and supporting the 
implementation of the recycling ordinance if it is approved by the City Council.  

Councilor Palomba made the following motion –

The Committee on Public Works recommends that the full City Council approve the reappointment of Ms. 
Judy Fallows to the Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee for at term expiring May 15, 2025.

Councilor Feltner seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.

.
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Watertown City Council 
Administration Building 

149 Main Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: 617-972-6470 

 
Report of the Committee on Economic Development & Planning 

Meeting Date: July 15, 2024 
 

The Committee convened on Monday July 15, 2024 at 6:00 pm in the City Council 
Office.  Present were Lisa Feltner, chair; John Gannon, vice chair; and Vincent Piccirilli, 
secretary.  
 
The purpose of the meeting was to conduct a Planning Board interview.  
 
Sarah Scott is seeking appointment to the Planning Board to fill the new position of 
Associate Member.  She has a Masters in Land Use & Environmental Planning, and a 
Masters in Historic Preservation.  She is currently a Land Use Planner for the 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), and prior to that, a Zoning Planner for 
Cambridge.  When she moved to Massachusetts five years ago, she chose Watertown 
because it is both convenient, being an inner core city, yet has a small-town feel, and a 
reputation as a food destination.  She loves living in Watertown, and she feels that her 
education and job experience will be a good fit as a member of the Planning Board. 

 
 Action Item: Councilor Piccirilli made a motion, seconded by Councilor Gannon, to 

recommend that the City Council confirm Sarah Scott for appointment as an 
associate member of the Planning Board to a term expiring February 15, 2027. Voted 
3-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:32 pm. 
 
Report prepared by Vincent Piccirilli 
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Watertown City Council
Administration Building

149 Main Street
Watertown, MA 02472
Phone: 617-972-6470

Committee on Education and School System Matters

The committee on Education and School System Matters convened on 
July 9, 2024, at 6:30 pm in the City Council office.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to interview Jim Vershbow for a position on the Watertown 
Cable Access Corporation Board of Directors. Present were Emily Izzo, 
chair; Nicole Gardner, vice chair; and John Airasian, secretary.  

When asked why he wanted a position on the Board, Mr. Vershbow 
mentioned that he recently has had a chance to volunteer at WCAC and 
believes strongly in what it provides to the community and that he would 
like to continue being a part of it.  He stated there is a lot to be said for the 
amount of coverage WCAC provides. Councilor Gardner asked what the 
key challenges are facing WCAC, Mr. Vershbow answered that he would 
like to see more advertising and with the new contract negotiation 
upcoming would hope to get HD channels for the station to broadcast on.

Councilor Airasian made a motion to recommend that the City Council 
approve Jim Vershbow to the Cable Access Corporation Board of 
Directors for a term expiring September 15, 2025. Motion was seconded 
by Councilor Gardner and approved 3-0.

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 with a unanimous vote.
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From: Maya Bery <mayabery@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 3:04 PM 
To: Piccirilli, Vincent J <vpiccirilli@watertown-ma.gov> 
Subject: Public Comment: First Path Daycare  
  
Hi Councilor Piccirilli,   
 
Please see my submission for public comment.  
----- 
My name is Maya Bery. I live at 53 Carroll Street. I am writing a public comment for tonight's 
Town Council meeting.   
 
I am a parent of a toddler who attends First Path Daycare and am deeply concerned about the 
ramifications should the Watertown Boys and Girls Club be successful in their attempt to evict 
First Path before their new space is ready. While I appreciate that the path to this moment has not 
been a smooth one, the impact of an eviction forcing a closure of the daycare would have 
catastrophic impacts on the families who rely on First Path. Alternate options are either 
unaffordable or have 6+ month waiting lists, and I can state with confidence that the childcare 
providers in Watertown are not equipped to handle a sudden influx of 60+ children who need 
urgent care. I strongly urge the Town Council, the WBGC, First Path, and the Zoning Board to 
work together to achieve a satisfactory, prompt resolution to this situation that does not punish 
families for events beyond our control.  
 
Thank you.  
 
 
--  
Maya Bery 
My Library Website 

https://msberyslibrarysite.squarespace.com/
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