
 

Historic District Commission Meeting 
Thursday, July 25, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

Remote Participation Only 
 

Agenda 

 

 
Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, the meeting and public hearing will be 
conducted with remote opportunities for participation. Remote participation and access 
methods include: 
  

ACCESS INFORMATION: 
 A.  This meeting will be held on ____ at ____. Location: Remote Participation Only   
 B.  The meeting will be televised through WCATV (Watertown Cable Access Television): 

http://vodwcatv.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch-now?site=3  
 C.  The Public may join the virtual meeting online: https://watertown-

ma.zoom.us/j/92090463343  
 D.  Public may join the virtual meeting audio only by phone: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 

475-4499 (Toll Free) and enter Webinar ID: 920 9046 3343  
 E.  Public may comment through email: sjenness@watertown-ma.gov  
 F.  Please Visit the Historic District Commission Website here: https://www.watertown-

ma.gov/213/Historic-District-Commission  

 
 
1.  Acceptance of Minutes 
 A.  Review and acceptance of minutes from the May 23, 2024, Historic District 

Commission meeting.  
2.  Informational Meeting 
 A.  Initial exploration of conceptual plans for reuse of an existing building in the Historic District.  

Gerry Mazzeo, Resident/Realtor  
3.  Agent Report  

Historic District Commission Members 
Harvey Steiner 

Chair 
Linda Sternberg 

Vice Chair  
Elizabeth K. Hayes 

Secretary  
 

James Bensinger  
Member  

Robert Bloomberg 
Member  

Jae Hyoung Kim 
Member  
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Inventory No: WAT.196   

Historic Name: Tucker, Dea. John House

Common Name:

Address: 72 Mount Auburn St

 

City/Town: Watertown

Village/Neighborhood: Watertown

Local No:

Year Constructed: c 1830

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival

Use(s):
General Retail Store; Other Educational; Other Religious;
Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture; Commerce; Religion

Area(s): WAT.M: Watertown Historic District

Designation(s): Local Historic District (04/23/2002)

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Vinyl Siding; Wood

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on:   Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 1:10: PM
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LLDJ 

U 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Stree t , Boston, MA 02108 

\ T n 3 F o m n o . 1 

B 

Watertown 

ss 72 Mount Auburn 

b r i e Name 

O r i g i n a l dwelling 

Present dwelling 

r s h i p : O Private i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e organization St. John s 
Methodist Episcopol Church 
Pub l i c 

<jJMiffrr~- i m—Tr—'--"' • •• ' '—'** " 
O r i g i n a l owner Tucker Deacon 

uraw map snowing p r o p e r t y s 
loc a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross s t r e e t s and other b u i l d i n g s 

•RIPTION: 

Date c.1830 

Source m a P °^ 1^50; Baptist Church History, 

S t y l e Greek Revival 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c flushboard & clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (with dates) 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 7,023 sq.ft. 

Recorded by Architectural Preservation Assoc. Set t i n g F a c e s south on l o t which slopes west. 

Organization Dept. of Comm. Devel. & Planning Set close to the street. 

i_ ••••••• MI|||||H|1 
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This 2-1/2 story, 3 bay house presents i t s gable end to the street was customary i n 
Watertown, Eayes return f u l l y to form a pediment i n the gable. The central door surround 
i s an architrave surround with corner blocks, a l a t e r Greek Revival practice. A one story 
verandah crosses the south facade and i s supported on doric columns. The house i s very simple 
i n construction and ornament with one exception which i s the use of flusboard on the south 
facade to suggest the stone of Greek temples. ^ 

I 
-

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n the r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the community) 

According to Maud deL. Hodges, the Baptists got their start i n Watertown meeting i n this 
house which was owned by Deacon Tucker. They began by teaching children f i r s t . Deacon John 
Tucker "was a Wheelwright and a s t r i c t teetotaler, who would do no work on a wagon which carried 
liquor', (p. 95) 

Years l a t e r , Jesse Wheeler's father and Delano March kept a store i n this house. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1850 Map - J. Gould 
Maude deL. Hodges, Crossroads on the Charles, Canaan, N.H., 1980 
Rev. Rand, H i s t o r i c a l Society Scrapbooks, Watertown Public Library 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Watertown 72 M t Auburn Street 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING Form No 196 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

Photograph: roll 6, negative 13 
Updated photograph shows alterations since 1982: vinyl siding, new window sash, and a new porch 
balustrade. 

U p d a t e d by K a r e n L . Dav i s , preservat ion consultant June 1999 
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Multi-Family Residence (Alt)
72 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown

12 July 2024

Prepared for: 
Young Construction Company, Inc.

youngconcompany.com 

Prepared by: 
Neh•Koo•Dah

2001 Beacon Street #211

Boston, Massachusetts 02135

nehkoodah.com

[DRAWING TITLE]
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

1
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neh•koo•dah

Multi-Family Residence
72 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, Massachusetts

12 July 2024Bennie Ber, AIA Varda Koerner Lis, Design Director 2001 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02135 nehkoodah.com 617 285 1985 © Neh•Koo•Dah 2024

2

Site Plan
7,300 SQ FT

LOT

1,055 SQ FT

EXISTING MAIN BLDG
FOOTPRINT

3,235 SQ FT

PROPOSED MAIN BLDG
FOOTPRINT
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neh•koo•dah

Multi-Family Residence
72 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, Massachusetts

12 July 2024Bennie Ber, AIA Varda Koerner Lis, Design Director 2001 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02135 nehkoodah.com 617 285 1985 © Neh•Koo•Dah 2024

3

East Elevation

ELEVATION - EAST
SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

1
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neh•koo•dah

Multi-Family Residence
72 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, Massachusetts

12 July 2024Bennie Ber, AIA Varda Koerner Lis, Design Director 2001 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02135 nehkoodah.com 617 285 1985 © Neh•Koo•Dah 2024

4

South Elevation
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neh•koo•dah

Multi-Family Residence
72 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, Massachusetts

12 July 2024Bennie Ber, AIA Varda Koerner Lis, Design Director 2001 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02135 nehkoodah.com 617 285 1985 © Neh•Koo•Dah 2024

5

East Elevation
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neh•koo•dah

Multi-Family Residence
72 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, Massachusetts

12 July 2024Bennie Ber, AIA Varda Koerner Lis, Design Director 2001 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02135 nehkoodah.com 617 285 1985 © Neh•Koo•Dah 2024

6

Bird’s Eye View

[DRAWING TITLE]
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

1
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neh•koo•dah

Multi-Family Residence
72 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, Massachusetts

12 July 2024Bennie Ber, AIA Varda Koerner Lis, Design Director 2001 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02135 nehkoodah.com 617 285 1985 © Neh•Koo•Dah 2024

7

View from across Mount Auburn Street
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